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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history 
and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for 
prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are 
available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 
In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. Although no longer mandatory, masks are still 
encouraged in all public areas, and we ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm. The main email for contact 
is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our 
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please 
stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 
Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Music:  A quartet of choristers 
Reader: Bob MacDonald Videographer: Karen Coverett 
Welcomer: Joel Hefty 
 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language 
about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in 
terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our 
understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the 
beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

Cover Image: JESUS MAFA. The Ascension, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 

Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57474 [retrieved May 19, 2023]. Original source: 
http://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr (contact page: https://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr/contact). 
 

 

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine 

you can do so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door, there are also 

envelopes in the book stand which can make your gifts tax efficient.  Alternatively, 

you can scan this QR code which will take you to our Canada Helps giving page.   

Thank you for your support. 

 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57474
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1595) / Matthew Larkin (b. 1963) 
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    47 

1  Clap your hands together, all ye people * O sing unto God with the voice of melody. 
2  For the Lord is high, and to be feared * he is the great King upon all the earth. 
3  He shall subdue the people under us * and the nations under our feet. 
4  He shall choose out an heritage for us * even the worship of Jacob, whom he loved. 
5  God is gone up with a merry noise * and the Lord with the sound of the trump. 
6  O sing praises, sing praises unto our God * O sing praises, sing praises unto our King. 
7  For God is the King of all the earth * sing ye praises with understanding. 
8  God reigneth over the heathen * God sitteth upon his holy seat. 
9  The princes of the people are joined unto the people of the God of Abraham * for God, 
which is very high exalted, doth defend the earth, as it were with a shield. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

First Lesson    2 Samuel 23:1-5 

Now these are the last words of David: The oracle of David, son of Jesse, the oracle of the 
man whom God exalted, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the favourite of the Strong One 
of Israel: 

The spirit of the LORD speaks through me, his word is upon my tongue. The God of Israel 
has spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me: One who rules over people justly, ruling in 
the fear of God, is like the light of morning, like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, 
gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. 

Is not my house like this with God? For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and secure. Will he not cause to prosper all my help and my desire? 
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Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55  Music: Thomas Morley, Fauxbourdons 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 

Second Lesson Ephesians 1:15-end 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis  Text: Luke 2:29-32  Music: Morley, Fauxbourdons 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    
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Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 
O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph 
unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but send to us 
thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place whither our Savior 
Christ is gone before; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end.  Amen. 
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2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be 
set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear 
of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

Anthem     

Please be seated while the choir sings the anthem. 

 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 491) 

 

1. The head that once was crowned with thorns  
 is crowned with glory now;  
a royal diadem adorns  
 the mighty Victor’s brow. 

4. To them the cross, with all its shame,  
 with all its grace, is given,  
their name an everlasting name,  
 their joy the joy of heaven. 

2. The highest place that heaven affords  
 is his, is his by right,  
the King of kings and Lord of lords,  
 and heaven’s eternal light. 

5. They suffer with their Lord below,  
 they reign with him above,  
their profit and their joy to know  
 the mystery of his love. 

3. the joy of all who dwell above,  
 the joy of all below,  
to whom he manifests his love  
 and grants his name to know. 

6. The cross he bore is life and health,  
 though shame and death to him,  
his people’s home, his people’s wealth,  
 their everlasting theme. 

   Text: Thomas Kelly (1769-1855). 
 Music: ST. MAGNUS, Attrib. Jeremiah Clarke (1673?-1707) 

Please be seated. 

Sermon 
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Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 383) 

 

1. Jesus shall reign where’er the sun  
doth its successive journeys run;  
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,  
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

3. Blessings abound where’er he reigns;  
the prisoners leap to lose their chains;  
the weary find eternal rest,  
and all who suffer want are blest. 

2. People and realms of every tongue  
dwell on his love with sweetest song,  
and infant voices shall proclaim  
their early blessings on his name. 

4. Let every creature rise and bring  
peculiar honours to our King,  
angels descend with songs again,  
and earth repeat the loud Amen. 

 Text: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 
 Music: DUKE STREET, John Hatton (1710-1793). 

The Blessing or Grace   
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