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Acts 2:1-18 (NLT) - On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2Suddenly, there was a
sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what
looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the
Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 5 At that time there were de-
vout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. ® When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were
bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. ? They were completely amazed. “How can this
be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, ®and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages!
°Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia,
©Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome " (both Jews and converts to Juda-
ism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God
has done!” ? They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. ¥ But others in the
crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!” * Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles
and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about
this. ® These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that.
'®No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: 7‘In the last days,” God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit up-
on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream
dreams. ®In those days | will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike— and they will prophesy.”

Acts 2:41-47 (NLT) - Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in
all. 2 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including
the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. > A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miracu-
lous signs and wonders. % And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 4> They sold
their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. % They worshiped together at the Temple each
day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—*’ all the while praising
God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being
saved.

John 13:1-9 (NLT) - Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this world and return to
his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved them to the very end. 2 It was time for
supper, and the devil had already prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father
had given him authority over everything and that he had come from God and would return to God. # So he got up from the
table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, >and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. ¢ When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord,
are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what | am doing, but someday you will.”
8“No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “Unless | wash you, you won’t belong to me.”
9Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!”

Acts 19:1-7 (NLT) - While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior regions until he reached Ephesus, on
the coast, where he found several believers.?“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” he asked them. “No,”
they replied, “we haven’t even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3“Then what baptism did you experience?” he asked. And
they replied, “The baptism of John.” 4 Paul said, “John’s baptism called for repentance from sin. But John himself told the
people to believe in the one who would come later, meaning Jesus.” ® As soon as they heard this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. ® Then when Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in
other tongues and prophesied. ’ There were about twelve men in all.

Receiving the Holy Spirit is not about what | will do but how much of God | want.
Study Guide

This last Sunday we talked about how the receiving of the Holy Spirit is not about what you will do, but about how much of
God you want. We can tend to make Holy Spirit conversations about gifts and behaviours and what we can do with His
power (and that is all a worthy conversation to have) but the base question is about whether or not we want only a part of
what God wants for us or if we want every last stitch of it that He can give.

It is important to remember that this is not a transactional arrangement with an impersonal being to receive power to exe-
cute on an agenda. It is a real relationship with a loving God. So, take a moment to share how you view your relationship
with God. Is he a loving Father? Is he a gentle listener? A far off judge? Is he close? Far? How does he seem to you?

Read Acts 19:8-20. This story underlines this idea again. Some people thought this was about saying the right thing or
invoking the right name, but they were shown the error of their ways fairly quickly. It is not simply the name of Jesus that
changes things, but it is the relationship we have with Him. So, instead of worrying about doing all the right things, it is
important to first consider our relationship with God and how we can draw close to Him.

So, take a moment to share with each other about how you have strengthened your relationship with God and what a
difference that has made. Is it prayer? Reading your Bible? Fellowship with other Believers?

Pray for each other that you would draw closer to God every day.



