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elcome to Cloverdale United Church! Aswe say at nearly every
Wworship service, “No matter who you are, or where you are on

life's journey God welcomes you... and so do we.” We take these
words seriously. We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as
God’s kingdom. We don't all look or act alike; God knows we don't all think
alike. We don't all read the Bible the same way. We come from different
religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one.

In this lovely old church, we do Sunday morning in some fairly
traditional ways. We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We
gather around the waters of grace and the feast table of Christ, just as
Christians have done for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs we
sing (certainly not all of them, though) are ones our grandparents might also
have sung in their day. And yet, amidst rituals and rites rooting us in a deep
heritage, we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world and we listen
for God'’s Spirit still speaking into our lives today. We hope your heart will
hear something personal and relevant this morning—a word of comfort, a
spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.

After the service, please stick around. Have a cup of coffee or a bite to
eat with us. Introduce yourself to other worshippers or our pastor. There
are plenty of opportunities here to feed your soul and expand your spirit.
Try one out. You never know—you just might be home!

Children are welcome at all services! Itis important for families to
worship together. Don’t feel your child must be absolutely quiet or still, for
we are glad to have children—and all their wiggles, giggles, and squiggles—
as part of our community and worship life! After all... as an old saying goes,
“faith is caught, not taught!”

W Washrooms can be found just outside the sanctuary through the door
= at the front right of the space (the northeast corner of the room).

ﬁ Thank you for silencing cell phones and other devices, and for refraining
from flash photography.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion: The language of worship is rich and

All are welcome, including children, to diverse, and yet always inadequate to
share in the feast at Christ’s table. We express the fullness of the divine. In
usually celebrate Communion on the our worship, we strive to use inclusive
first Sunday of each month, as well as language for humanity and expansive
on certain other holy days. imagery for the divine, while respecting

the poetry and imagery of texts handed
down to us from the ages. Honouring
our diversity, in those places where we
speak or sing together, worshippers
may use language with which they are
comfortable or familiar.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: We
gladly offer the sign and seal of God’s
grace in the waters of baptism, both to
children and adults of any age. For more
information, contact the minister.
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The 7th Sunday of Easter 52 &4 20l =2

Who is like you, my Lord Jesus Christ,

my sweet love?

You are boundless in might and majesty,

and yet you care for the humble.

Who can compare with you in power, Lord?

Yet you choose the weak of the world.

Who can be as gracious as you are?

You laid the foundations of heaven and earth,

and their thrones and powers worship you,

and yet you seek your pleasure with human beings.

— Gertrude the Great (1256 —1302), medieval German nun and mystic

As you are able, whether in body or in spirit, please rise for those parts marked with an asterisk ‘*’

Please remember to silence cell phones and other devices, and be mindful of those
who wish to use the prelude as a time of prayer, meditation, and preparation for worship.

GATHERING 22!
The Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection

Prelude X Emma Rui-Xuan Shi

Greeting QI A} The Rev. Matthew Emery
One:  Alleluia! Christis risen!
Many: Christisrisenindeed! Alleluia!
One:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Many: And also with you.

Call to Worship Ot 2 £ &
One:  We may not know the time or the place,
Many: but we know that God is restoring the world.
One:  We may not see the risen Christ before us,
Many: but we know his spirit rests on us.
One:  We may not know what God is doing next,
Many: but we come together in faith, excited to discover it!
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* Hymn 2HS — “God of Grace and God of Glory” CWM RHONDDA
04, . N _—1 l
N S I ) IR e , | =]
\_V Fa
D) ’ % e

1 God ofgrace and God of glo-ry, on your peo-ple
2 From the e - vils that sur-round us and as-sail the
3 Cure yourchil -dren's war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Set ourfeet on loft - y  plac-es; gird our livesthat
5 Save us from weak res - ig - na-ton to the e -vils
s Y-
Jyo #
— I I |
[ ! ! |
O = | | . R
AP o N
| \ i
© Tl lgs . 3
pour your power; crownyour an - cient church-'s
Sav-iour's ways, from the fears that long  have
your con - trol. Shame our wan - ton self - ish
they may Dbe ar-moured with all  Christ - like
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal -
CEEE — |
1 I r | .—e

P

Page 4

l

oe Lo ) =
o —a—2 o L B
Y R 3

sto - ry; bring its bud to glo - rious flower.

bound us— free our hearts for faith and praise.

glad- ness, rich in things and poor in  soul

grac - es, in the fight to set all free.

_va - tion be our glo - ry ev - er - more.
e . . —2
—f - F ===




s N : Ny |
G5 55 4 |5 5% .3 |
—
Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
. ﬂ F- -
A O 2 - o . 1 i—P—F |
. | — |
| ! ! | | T
() & | !
A —C | | — P=
A — j ’ = . ) a
e) u E
for the fac - ing of this hour,
for the liv - ing of these days,
let we miss your king-dom's goal,
that we fail not them nor  thee,
serv - ing you whom we a - dore,
. O
N TH N ——
)y 7 ! P PP i B
y.4 | 4 — E— S i i—
0« l k\ T ] ! I
for the fac - ing of  this hour.
for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king - dom's goal.
that we fail not them nor thee.
serv - ing you whom we a - dore.
i : . .r_:
y O Wi
' = - -

Page 5




* Prayer of the Day 22| 7| =
Omne:  Letus pray.

Many: O God, your Son, Jesus, SiLPE, MAFof| =M=
prayed for his disciples HAIEE 6l 7I=5HA| 1,
and sent them into the world O=58 MAto]| ELiA[0] Bty
to proclaim t.he coming Liale] Jte s MEsH

of your dngdom. siy&YCt sithd, dgo=
D SEE , malstshisi sl i

and keep it faithful to your Word, 2ol MAsHH stAof, £2[7t
so that, breaking bread together, 82 H = 7}20 0| 2t

we may be one with Christ HHUTX| 2 St A}
in faith and love and service, Moz ag|AEe} SiEA|
now and forever. Amen. ShAA] . ofdl

* The Peace & =}2| 2lA}
One: 2|2 0| WalyL G4l 8 SHAIZ| &
The peace of Christ be with you all.

Many: And also with you.
All are invited to share signs of Christ’s peace with those around them.

Words of Welcome & News from Our Life Together 113|A~4!

WORD 2

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

Anthem — “A Blessing of Peace” by Martin & Angerman The Choir

The peace which passeth all understanding keep your hearts and keep your minds.
The peace which passeth all understanding, all understanding, keep your lives
through Jesus, your Lord. Dona nobis pacem

The Early Word O{ 20| A1l Robyn Garland
ending with The Lord’s Prayer S|&7| L2t F7| &
Many: Our Father, who artin Heaven, 3S}=0{ A4l 2] of{ X|0],

hallowed be thy name, 0|20 HES| U=
thy kingdom come, dtoA|@0{, L}2}o| &5t A|H,
thy will be done 0| BHz0l A 0|2 HZO|

_on ear.th asitisin l}eaven. ol M T 0| =0{Xx|0|Ct. @=Lt
Give us this day our daily bread, 2 2|0l A 223t okAlS
and forgive us our trespasses =Ee=ce=

as we forgive those FaAlL, "?'?47" Felol A =
who trespass againstus. A2 AFE AlSHo| & A Z0| P2
And lead us not into temptation, = & A}St0{ FZA|L, 22| E
but deliver us from evil, Algloll EA 31| olgA|,
for Thine is the Kingdom, Chat otol| M 5SS AA. 7N

the power, and the glory,
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for ever and ever. Amen. Liztel A 2F G 20| ol X|H|
A5 UAALZLIO|CE OFHI

* RESPONSE &S — “Alleluial” CELTIC ALLELUIA
() 4 2 [ —
T {¥ T~ Al [N I |
NV (&) ‘J / ] | | 1] | ye |
) — - A ~—
Al - le - lu - ia al - le - lu - ial
Q ﬂh# }A - ™~ ’\\ e ~. _.i I
N+ o'a ® '—p—F— o .
\\av N 7 ] ] i - ‘j
e — o —— V —— ~—
Al - le - lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - ia
First Reading &1 Z &5 — 1* Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 pew bibles NT p. 235

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others.
Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience
disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and
guide us.

after the reading:
One:  Word of God, Word of Life.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading &84 &= — Acts 1:6-14 pew bibles NT p. 118
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of
the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his
disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive
the power of the Holy Spirit.

IN ENGLISH IN KOREAN

after the reading: after the reading:

One:  Word of God, Word of Life. One: O}l (Amen).

Many: Thanks be to God. Many: O}l (Amen).

* RESPONSE ~F& — “Alleluial” (CELTIC ALLELUIA) see music above

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!

Sermon 42 1l — “Friends in High Places”

a time of quiet follows the sermon

* Hymn XHE — “He Came Singing Love” Voices United #359
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RESPONSE St}

We begin our lives of responding to the gospel, in prayer and offering

* Affirmation of Faith: A New Creed !

We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.

We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus,

crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

In life, in death,
in life beyond death,
God is with us.

We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
Responding with our Gifts = &

OFFERTORY MUSIC
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Emma Rui-Xuan Shi

Many ways to give! We welcome your offering in the way that works

for you: by cash or cheque in the offering plates, through automatic
gifts via Pre-Authorized Remittance (contact the office to enrol), by
eTransfer from your bank (to cloverdalepastoralcharge@gmail.com),
or by credit card via CanadaHelps.org (service fees apply). Want to
give now but don’t have cash or cheque? Scan the QR Code = to be

taken to CanadaHelps

Prayer Requests — As the morning offering is collected:

—  in-person worshippers can share prayer petitions (thanksgivings and intercessions,
joys and concerns) on the purple prayer request cards found in the pew racks
and place them the offering plates as they are passed.

—  live-via-Zoom online worshippers are welcome to submit prayer petitions
(thanksgivings and intercessions, joys and concerns) in the Zoom “chat” feature.
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* PRESENTING OUR GIFTs 4 Hlf Z+2F — Festival Doxology =~ LASST UNS ERFREUEN
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* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 24 A7 | £
Many: God of heaven and earth,
we celebrate the Christ who came to live as one of us.
We celebrate the Christ who would stop at nothing—
not even death—
to proclaim your love for all people.
We celebrate the Christ who rose from death
to show that there is no end to your love.
And we celebrate the Christ who, in ascending to you,
drafted us to continue his work.
Accept what we offer this day, we pray,
as the testament to our gratitude
and as the pledge of our fidelity to that call of Christ,
in whose name we pray. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

SENDING I}S

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world

* Hymn XH& — “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” Voices United #157
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* Charge and Benediction I}t& 1 S

One: ... Alleluia! Christisrisen!
Many: Christisrisenindeed! Alleluia!
* RESPONSE ~t&S — refrain from “Thine Is the Glory” Voices United #173
n * A S Il
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end-less is the vic-tory thou o'er death hast won.
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* postlude =

Be Our Guest! Come on down to the Lower Hall for coffee or tea or
another beverage, a bite to eat, and a chat! Access to the Lower Hall is
down the stairs outside the door at the front right of the sanctuary or via
the elevator at the front left of the sanctuary. Follow the crowds on
down, or ask an usher to guide you... We look forward to seeing you!

Life at Cloverdale United Church

Worship

Next Sunday: Pentecost! Be sure to take part in worship here at CUC next
Sunday, May 28", as we celebrate God’s pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’
first followers, forming them into the beginnings of the Church and empowering
them to spread the good news. A few “special” things will be happening as a part
of worship:

We’ll be welcoming 6 people as the newest full members of our
congregation (although in most of their cases, they’ve been active parts of
our Community of Faith for quite some time)

We'll be saying farewell to Robyn Garland, our Children & Youth Leader,
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as she departs from us in advance of welcoming her next child into the
world.
With all the “special” happenings for the day, especially the farewell for Robyn, we
are planning an “all ages” service, with some creative forms of worship included,
rather than having a separate Children’s Church experience.

Coming up in Worship at CUC: We have several exciting and “special”
happenings planned in our worship life here at Cloverdale United Church in the
coming weeks. These include:

e June4: On June 4™, we will not be having our own worship service here at the
CUC building; rather, CUCers are invited and encouraged to come on over to
Abbotsford for the Celebration of Ministry worship service of the Pacific
Mountain Regional Council of The United Church, the conclusion of the
regional council's 2023 annual meeting. Among other things, this is the
worship service where new members of the Order of Ministry of our
denomination are ordained or commissioned each year. The Rev. Beth
Heyward, who is soon ending her tenure as lead minister at Vancouver's
Canadian Memorial United Church, will be preaching. As the date gets closer,
we'll try to help facilitate carpooling. For those unable to join us in
Abbotsford, we'll be making the livestream of that service available through
CUC's online sites. (Please note, this service begins at 10:00 am, rather than our
usual 10:30.)

e Jume 11: Our own United Church Women unit leads us in worship for their
annual “Thank-offering” service.

e June25: Alandmark Music Sunday... We worship God, to whom all creation
sings its praises, through CUC's 80th annual Music Sunday service.

Many thanks to today’s ...
readers: Margaret Rose, Jiyeong park
ushers/greeters: Maureen Franklin, Sharon McBain
digital ushers: Wookjong Lee, Dan Ariss
fellowship time hosts: Donna Lynch, Kim Forbes

(00 Recording and streaming in use: Please note that video cameras and microphones are
) G capturing our worship services, and that the resulting content may be transmitted over Zoom,

YouTube, or other platforms. Likewise, from time to time still photography of our worship
services may be taken and used for church communications, websites, and other uses. By your
presence within the sanctuary, you are indicating your consent to the possibility that your likeness may be
captured and used in any of these ways. While video capture of congregants in the pews is relatively
minimal, if you wish to guarantee you will not ever be depicted on video, the area at the rear centre of the pew
seating area is unable to be picked up on camera.

Acknowledgements:

. Cover art from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, Tennessee;
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57417; used by permission.

. Call to Worship from Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, vol. 56.1 — Lectionary Aids 2022-2023, Year A,
©2022 Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

. Prayer of the Day from The Worshipbook: Services, ©1970 The Westminster Press, alt.; in Book of Common Worship,1993 ed.,
©1993 Westminster John Knox Press (Korean edition pub. 2001 by Publishing House, The Presbyterian Church of Korea
[Tonghap], Seoul, Korea).

. Response — “Alleluia! (CELTIC ALLELUIA)”: Music by Fintan O’Caroll, 1981; harm. Christopher Walker, 1985; ©1985, admin.
OCP; ; all rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-606025. Reproduced from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, and
Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press.

. Scripture introductions from Sundays and Seasons, Year A 2023, ©2022 Augsburg Fortress.
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. Presentation of our gifts — Festival Doxology: Words by Thomas Ken, 1674; adapt. Gilbert H. Vieira, 1978. Adaptation
©1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; all rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-606025. Music
from Geistliche Kirchengesiing, Cologne, 1623.

. Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving adapted by Matthew Emery from a prayer in Prayers for All Seasons: Based on the Revised
Common Lectionary Year A, ed. Ellen Turnbull, Seasons of the Spirit Collection, ©2016 Wood Lake Publishing Inc.

. Benediction Response — refrain from “Thine Is the Glory”: Text by Edmond Louis Budry, 1884; trans. Richard Birch Hoyle,
1923; public domain. Music by George Frederick Handel, circa 1747; public domain. Reproduced from Voices United: The
Hymn and Worship Book of The United Church of Canada, ©1996 The United Church Publishing House.

Learn

Tuesday Morning Bible Study now in hybrid format: Tuesdays, 10:30 am, in-
person in the Lounge and online via Zoom. Lasting around one hour or so, at the
Tuesday Morning Bible Study, we dig in to the bible reading(s) featured in the
coming Sunday’s worship service, for learning and exploration. The conversation
is always rich, multi-faceted, and fun. All are welcome and invited; no previous
knowledge or experience with Bible study required! And now, we're excited to
share that Tuesday Morning Bible Study is happening in fully-participatory hybrid
format: if for whatever reason you don't want or are not able to come to the CUC
building on Tuesday mornings, you can take partin the conversation via Zoom.
Simply head to:
us02web.zoom.us/j/88172654719?2pwd=QijlpSzBudkI4NmYwY2lEb3htZG4zUT09
or Meeting ID 8817265 4719 with Passcode 859456 to join us! (And if the Zoom
meeting isn't up and running right at 10:30, please bear with us for a few
minutes.) For more information, contact Rev. Matt, who leads the conversation
most weeks: matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca.

Serve

You Serve with your Stewardship: “When he had said this, as they were watching,
Jesus was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They
said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?’ " (Acts 1:9-11).

The men who watch Jesus ascend needed to be told to stop staring at heaven, to
get busy in the world that needs Jesus’ gospel. Many today need to stop “staring at
heaven” and focus on the work God has for us in the world, which still needs god’s
love.

SFU Campus Minister — Campus United: The Pacific Mountain Regional
Council is seeking an individual to fill the role of Campus Minister at Simon Fraser
University on a permanent part-time basis, 14 hours per week. Campus United at
Simon Fraser University (SFU) seeks to engage students, faculty, and staff in the
SFU community who are looking for inclusive and open-minded Christian
engagement and community to journey alongside them. The SFU Campus
Minister is responsible to provide community, hospitality, pastoral support,
leadership development, and faith formation for the university community. While
pastoral care, spiritual counselling, and social activism are aspects of the ministry,
the central work is to foster a vital campus community that engages participants
in discernment as to what it means to follow Jesus in the context and identity of
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the United Church of Canada. Among the sought qualifications are: a post-
secondary education or equivalent combination of education and life experience
with 2-3 years related work experience, particularly in theology and in ministry
with young people; strong leadership, organization, teaching and group process
skills and experience; experience working with students and young adults,
particularly, experience supporting student wellness and providing emotional
and spiritual support; and being a skilled networker who can build and support
various kinds of connected relationships throughout the university and
communities of faith. For the full job description, more information, and to apply:
https://united-church.ca/opportunities/campus-minister-simon-fraser-

university

. Coming up — Cloverdale Market
% Cloverdale Arts & Entertainment Association Days: We're looking forward to being

save the avisible, engaging, active presence in
dates! our community once again this

MAY 27 summer at Cloverdale Market Days.
JUNE 24 Market Days is the once-a-month arts
JULYZZ: and entertainment street festival on
AUG

the "main street" of Cloverdale's
historic "downtown" (thatis, 176
Street between 56A and 58 Avenues),
and will be taking place on Saturdays,
May 27, June 24, July 29, August 26,

and September 16, from 10 am to 3 pm.
SATURDAYS .

HISTORIC We are registered to have a booth at
C?&%’ggﬂ the Market Days on all 5 of these dates,
176 ST BETWEEN 56A which will be centred around the pin-
o e :eugjgfe”ﬁ“gg butto.n-making'activity that prc?ved to

be quite appreciated and engaging,
especially for families with kids, at the
one Market Days date we participated
inlast year. The booth will also have a bit of information and materials about our
congregation and our faith tradition more broadly... and, most importantly, us:
the people of Cloverdale United Church, to have the engagement and the fun,
caring conversations with neighbours and newcomers alike that make us who we
are.

Rev. Matt plans to be at as much of our Market Days presence as possible, but he
can't do it alone... and as many of us discovered last summer, it's quite a fun time
anyway! If you’re able to volunteer for May 27, please let Rev. Matt know
ASAP (preferably by email: matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca). Take alook at
your calendars for the other dates to see which ones you can take partin. We try
to keep each volunteer shift to only 2 hours max, and they can be shorter if
needed. For more information or to express an interest in helping, contact Rev.
Matt: matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca

SEPT 16,

# CLOVERDALE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
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Cloverdale UCW (United Church Women) News

May and June Update: The UCW (United Church Women) at Cloverdale United
Church is and intergenerational and intercultural organization dedicated to
fulfilling the mission of our church. All are welcome and invited to participate in
the events and activities planned for May and June.

Hamper Fund Fundraiser

The Friendship Gathering on March 6 was a fundraiser for the CUC Hamper Fund
which provides support for local families and individuals in need. We will
continue to support this project with donations collected at our Friendship
gatherings. If you would like to hear more about the CUC Hamper Fund contact
Christine Connal christine.connal@gmail.com or Bev Siggs bevsiggs@gmail.com

Monthly Meetings

Monthly evening meetings (Sunshine Group) usually take place on the first
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the CUC Lounge or as announced.

Monthly morning meetings (Friendship and Alpha Groups) will take place on the
first Monday of the month at 10 a.m. in the CUC Lounge or as announced.

Can You Help?

The date for our 2023 CUC Handcraft Market is November 18. Thatis 6 months
into the future but not too soon to start thinking and planning. We would love to
hear your ideas for vendors and activities. Watch for opportunities to participate
in the planning and organization of this exciting event. Contact Kim Forbes
blueforbes@icloud.com or Margaret Rose mbrosel@telus.net

Mark Your Calendars

— Wednesday, Date TBA: Semi-Annual General Meeting and Desserts

— Monday, June 5: Year End Picnic in the Park. Details to follow.

— Sunday, June 11: UCW Thank Offering Service
For further information contact: Kim Forbes, UCW President blueforbes@icloud.com or
office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca.

Other news and notes

Congregant searching for housing: Virginia Ramunda-Marty & Scott Chalmers,
congregants here at CUC, are approaching the end of a lease and are looking for a
new housing opportunity. If you have any leads on a house or 3-bedroom housing
unit available for rent, Virginia would love to hear from you; feel free to give her a
call at 778-858-0078 or an email at viamunda@gmail.com.
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God'’s Mission, Our Gifts

Rainbow Camp Welcomes 2SLGBTQIA+ Young People and Allies

— Rainbow Camp® in northern Ontario has

s welcomed young people of all sexual

~ | identities since 2012. From the beginning,
Mission & Service has supported Welcome
Friend Association, which runs the camp.
“Initially, we wanted to bridge the local
LGBTQ community with area churches. We
started the association, and then we
launched the camp. We had no idea what
we were doing at the time. Only one
person on the board had camp experience,
but we knew that young people would
benefit,” says Chris Southin, one of the
camp's co-founders.

Originally a one-week camp with 14 youths, Rainbow Camp® now serves up
to 50 youth each week for four weeks. Expansion plans are in the works; Rainbow
Camp® Atlantic is launching in August 2023 in Nova Scotia, and a pilot is planned
for the west coast. “We’ve had an invitation to duplicate the Rainbow Camp®
experience in Australia and in the UK too. It’s exciting!” says Harry Stewart, also a
co-founder.

Above all, Rainbow Camp® provides campers with a safe space to be who
they are without judgment. “I'll never forget our first year of camp. It was the
second full day. A camper told us his mom had found a dress in his closet. He lied
to her and said that it belonged to his girlfriend. He had brought the dress to camp
and said he would like to wear it. High heels and sand don’t mix!” Stewart
explains, laughing: “But the warmth, love, and compassion that the camper
received from everyone at camp was amazing. We tell all of our staff ‘Your job is to
make sure that each and every camper has the best possible time at Rainbow
Camp®.”

Southin and Stewart want the camp experience to be memorable, fun, soul-
searching, and supportive. “We don’t want any camper to feel afraid to be who
they are. I think that’s why so many now call it their home.” This important work
was recognized with a Governor General’s award in 2021, an award that
recognizes “great Canadians for exceptional deeds that bring honour to our
country.”

Your generosity through Mission & Service supports safe, welcoming spaces
like Rainbow Camp®. Thank you!

.
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We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875. We seek to thrive in faith through
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would.

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH

17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S IN1| 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca

Ministers  All of the Congregation

Lead Minister ~ Rev. Matthew Emery — matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Children & Youth Leader =~ Robyn Garland — robyn@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Director of Music Ministries ~ Dr. Emma Rui-Xuan Shi — emma(@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Intercultural Ministry Coordinator ~ Chohee Won — chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Office Administrator ~ Mope Iruobe — office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca

Church Council Chair ~ Doug Sowerby — doug@dsowerby.com



