

What is this passage (vv. 24-25) teaching?




e.g. 




-
The man leaving his father and mother on its own doesn’t make him married—it allows him to be joined (hold fast) to his wife.




-
The man leaving (his father and mother) is intentionally contrasted with him holding fast to his wife—meaning, the leaving is specifically a transfer of prioritized loyalty.




-
The man leaving (his father and mother) to become one flesh with his wife means that he’s supposed to transfer his loyalty in order to prioritize sharing a life together with his wife.




-
The man leaving (his father and mother) in the way that he does should result in a mutually open and trusting relationship with his wife, all their life together.




Marriage is one flesh by means of covenant, not two people by means of contract. 



How does sin impact our experience of this teaching?




Men and Women




-
treat the other as if they aren’t made in the likeness of God (See James 3:9)




-
reject the roles God has given to them




-
despise the role God has given to the other




-
seek other alternatives for God’s design of the one-flesh (marriage) relationship




-
try to accomplish the one-flesh (marriage) relationship without selfless covenant loyalty




-
threaten the wellbeing and self-awareness of the other, especially with regard to their God-given sex/gender and role 




-
distrust the intentions and actions of the other in relationship with them 



What sort of culture should we encourage?




-
a clear, biblical distinction between the sexes/genders and their roles




-
a mutual appreciation for, respect of, and interdependence toward each other




-
a support for faithful marriages, including those that haven’t begun, are new, are longstanding, are failing, and are now non-existent




-
a gracious, yet firm protection of physical intimacy exclusively within heterosexual, monogamous marriage




-
an opportunity for all to thrive in unashamed community 
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A Few Reminders in Approaching Genesis 1


- We are told some things, but aren’t told everything.



-- We are told what took place (i.e. the creation of “the heavens and the earth”).



-- We are told when it took place (i.e. “In the beginning”).



-- We are told by whom it all took place (i.e. “God”).


- What we are told is true (or accurate).


- What we are told is often phenomenal (or as it appears).


- What we are told is at times sparse (or even, enigmatic).


CREATION


Day 1 | 
“Let there be LIGHT”—God separated the light from the darkness



Day 2 | 
“Let there be an EXPANSE”—God separated the waters from the waters



Day 3 | 
“Let the WATERS be gathered and let the DRY LAND appear”







“Let the earth sprout VEGETATION”


Day 4 |
“Let there be LIGHTS”—God made the sun, moon, and stars



Day 5 |
“Let the waters swarm with LIVING CREATURES”







“Let the BIRDS fly above the earth”


Day 6 |
“Let the earth bring forth LIVING CREATURES according to their kinds”







“Let us make man in our image, after our likness”


Day 7 |
On the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done


CREATION (1:1-2:25) > CORRUPTION (3:1-11:32) > COVENANT (12:1-50:26)
Creation—Man and Woman in the Garden, pt. 2
Genesis 2:24-25


“These are the generations of the heavens and the earth…” (2:4)




(See also, 5:1 [of Adam]; 6:9 [of Noah]; 10:1; 11:10 [of Shem]; 11:27; 25:12; 25:19; 36:1; 36:9; 37:2 [of Jacob])




“…the heavens and the earth…






…when they were created…







…in the day that the LORD God






…made…





…the earth and the heavens.”




An Outline of Genesis Chapter Two




- 
Man in the Garden (2:5-17)




-- The Necessity of Man (2:5-7)




--
The Provision for Man (2:8-9, 10-14)




--
The Responsibility of Man (2:15, 16-17)



-
Man and Woman in the Garden (2:18-25)





--
The Necessity of Woman for Man (2:18, 19-20)





--
The Provision of Woman to Man (2:19-20, 21-23)





--
The Responsibility of Woman with Man (2:24-25)




God provides…existence, habitation, food, water, employment, instruction, and now assistance…to man. 

The Responsibility of Woman (2:24-25)



Can we just do whatever we want?




Are there any consequences for whatever we end up doing?


Therefore… (v. 24)




ESV Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.




The Old Testament Context





The New Testament Context






ESV Matthew 19:3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?" 4 He answered, "Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh'? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate." 7 They said to him, "Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?" 8 He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery." 






Jesus asserts:






- 
the FACT of God creating






- 
the PURPOSE and AUTHORITY of Scriptures account of God creating






-
the HISTORICITY of Genesis 1-2 (and thus the first man and woman)






-
the FOUNDATIONAL intent of Genesis 1-2 for all humanity



What is God’s definition and description of marriage according to vv. 24-25?




“…a man shall LEAVE his father and his mother…”



“…and HOLD FAST to his wife…”



“…and they shall become ONE FLESH.”





one flesh 





(See also, Matthew 19:5, 6; Mark 10:8; 1 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 5:31)




-
it’s what a husband and wife become, what they weren’t before




-
it’s real, not merely figurative (though, not strictly physical)





-
it’s a reality that God produces





-
it’s similar to believers’ relationship with Christ





-
it’s demonstrated in physical intimacy





-
it’s a new relationship that has it’s start when a man leaves his father and mother, and that shouldn’t be ended by man





-
it’s a joining of two to become one which entails a change in perspective and practice






mutual: consideration (knowledge), investment (care), assistance (help), direction (aim)





Marriage is:






intentional (a man shall leave)






commitment (and hold fast)






possessive (to his wife)






exclusive (and they shall become one flesh)




“And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.”





‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.’ (3:10)




The nature of the one-flesh union forms the basis for the experience of no shame in marriage.

