Like any organization; every-church is a
distinct culture,formed and nurtured and
perpetuated-by thg@ngblng interaction of

leaders and congregants. In addition, every
church cultune has a Ilfe of its own.

‘A Church Called Tov




The leaders gulde the ‘organization towards
a partlcular culttre.-But they are not the
only ones who hayea say in that matter;

the culture of the church.

‘A Church Called Tov

So though it is true that leaders lead and
thus have a decisive and sometimes
overriding voice in the formation of the
culture, it'is moré accdrate to say that
leaders and congregatlons form the

' church’s culture together.

A Church CaIIed Tov




When they hadééfé‘h breakfast, Jesus
asked Simon Peter, £Simon, son of John, do

you Iove m““”"":ﬁjlore than these?”

“Yes, Lord, # he sa1d to h|m “you know that
one you.”
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A second tlme he asked him, “Simon, son

of Jo d ou loye me?”

“Yes, Lord, # he sa1d to h|m “you know that
I"love you.”
“Shepherd mj sheep,” he told him.




He asked hlm the thlrd time, “Simon, son
of‘,jJth"”dG'f%u loye me?”

Peter was grleved that he asked him the
third time, “Do"you:love me?” He said,
“Lord, you know ev,er;ythlng, you know that

. - Ilove you.”
“Feed myjsheep,” Jesus said.




“Truly I tell you"‘when you were younger,
you would tle your,belt and walk wherever

But when you grow “old; you will stretch
out your hands and_ someone else will tie
you and carrylyoj B where you-don’t want




He said'this tO‘lﬁEI'lc'éfte by what kind of
death Peter would: ‘glorify God. After
saying thls, ﬁe’told him; “Follow me.”

= john 21:15-19

A ChurchLed by Shepherds




We are all sheep in need of a
shepherd

For. the idols speak falsehood,
and the diviners-see illusions;
 relaté empty dreams
"‘fféf empty comfort.




Therefore the people wander like sheep;
they suffer affllctjon ‘because there is no
e A5 epherd

= Zecha‘r"{iah 10:2

When he went ashore he saw a large
crowd and had compassion on them,
because they wereilike sheep without a
shepherd: Then;he began to teach them

~~ many things.

~ Mark 6:34




Good shepherds seek
restoration

“What man among’ you who has a hundred
sheep and loses one of them, does not
leave the mnety,mﬁ” e in the open field and
go afterf’the Ib‘st one untll he finds it?




When he has found |t he joyfully puts it on
g hisﬂ-fsh.oulders

and coming home, he:calls his friends and
neighbors together 'saying to them,
‘Re10|ce W|th me,. because | have found 1)
Ibst sheep"




| tell you, in the same way, there will be

more joy in heaven over one sinner who

repents than 'Vef‘“inety-nlne righteous
people fwh'o _o‘n’t need repentance.

-~ Luke 15:4-7

Jesus invites us to co-shepherd
with him in a spirit of love




If anyone says, “l-love God,” and yet hates
his brother or sister; he is a liar. For the
person who: doeﬁ,pot love his brother or

sister. whom he. has seen cannot love God
whomhe has not seen.

o 3 ‘L,‘
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And we have this*ébn;jhand from him: The
one who Ioves God ‘must also love his
brot ;_»'and sister.

e 1 John‘w4:270-21




Reflection Questions

1. What does it look like to love God’s sheep?
2. Who is Jesus inviting you to shepherd?

3. Where is Jesus inviting you to shepherd?

““For this is what“the Lord GOD says: See,
| myself W|II searchafor my flock and look




As a she'pl'iérd looks for. his sheep on the
day he is among h:sﬁscattered flock, so |
WI" Iook for my flock.
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| will réescue them from all the places
where they, have bgen scattered on a day
.of clouds and
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| will bring them out from the peoples,
gather them from the countries, and bring
them to their own: soil. | will shepherd
them on the mountains of Israel, in the
ravines, and |n all the inhabited places of
the Iand

| will tend them in good pasture, and their
grazing place will be on Israel’s Iofty
mountalns «There,l;hey WI" lie down in a

pasture en th}e,moun'talns of Israel.




I will tend my flock and let them lie down.
Thls is the declafﬁ‘tlon of the Lord Gobp.
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| will seek the lost, bring back the strays,
bandage the |njured ‘and strengthen the
weak, but I will- dé‘“troy the fat and the
strong I w1|| sl’iépherd them with justice.

Efzekiei“34£11-16




