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Sermon Summary Sheet, Week of April 23, 2023
“ENCOUNTERING JESUS – THEN AND NOW”         
Part 8: Revelation Time, Revelation 1: 1-9

INTRODUCTION:  Today we finish our study of those who encountered Jesus after His resurrection with the testimony of John the beloved Apostle.  We don’t have a particular “Now” to match his “Then” testimony, because more than anyone his words are appropriate “now” and for the future.  So, the “Now” testimony is ours.  How will we respond to His Revelation?  It is definitely REVELATION TIME.

1.  SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY
“…Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,”  Rev. 1:5
· Jesus - Ruler, Ephesians 1: 20-21
· Jesus – Redeemer, 2 Pet.3:11-13

2.  SPIRITUAL ALIGNMENT
John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:”	Revelation 1:4
· Ephesus: The Preoccupied Church
· Lost their first love…Remember, Repent – Rev. 2:5
· Smyrna: The Persecuted Church
· Suffering is coming…Fear not, Be Faithful – Rev. 2:10
· Pergamos: The Paganized Church
· Some were false teachers…Repent, Return – Rev. 2:16
· Thyatira: The Perverted Church
· Tolerating Sexual Immorality…Do not Follow – Rev. 2: 24-25
· Sardis: The Powerless Church
· Seemed alive, but dead…Watch, Strengthen- Rev. 3:2-3
· Philadelphia: The Persevering Church
· No problem to repent of…See the Open Door – Rev. 3:8,11
· Laodicea: The Passive Church
· Lukewarm, Sinfully self-sufficient…Be Zealous, repent – Rev.3:18-19

3.  SHOCKED AND ACTIVE
“’Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God.’”				Revelation 3:2
· Be Gospel Driven - John 14:6
· Don’t Bow to the Culture - 1 John 2:15-17
· Teach the Children - 3 John 1:4
· Love Christ Passionately and be Ready to Suffer for His Name
				John 14:15, Matthew 24:12

CONCLUSION
The Apostle John’s words should resonate with us as we see the Day of the Lord drawing near.  The challenge of Revelation should motivate us to Encounter Jesus in a deeper way…to know it’s time to wake up to the things happening around us and live for Him.  He is our Sovereign Authority, and we must be in Spiritual Alignment with Him.
“Like those in the church in Sardis, we want to be known as a church with a reputation of being alive, but Jesus sees what no church consultant can.  Christianity is not just a matter of show, but a matter of heart.  The word of Jesus to Sardis was ’Repent!’  That’s not something we do only when we are converted; we cannot survive without daily, deep, and sustained repentance.  And we must constantly look beyond ourselves to God’s Word, which sustains us.  And we must have the courage to both engage the culture and stand against it.”		Erwin Lutzer
