
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 7, 2023 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 
 

Welcoming all  
Reaching out in love 

Growing together in Christ 
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Michael Allwein 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 717-357-3814 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Pastor Mike’s office hours: Tuesday from 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church.  As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone, complete the connection 
card and place it in the offering plate. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel 
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his 
followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share 
Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy 
people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into 
light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, 
our truth, our life. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  “That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright”                    - Wood      
 
Please stand 
                           
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, by whose hand we are given 
new birth, by whose speaking we are given new life. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, 
and supported as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for 
the gift of baptism. Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you 
are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and 
might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the 
firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 
and in them we are born anew. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you 
for waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both 
crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower 
our witness to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in 
seeking justice for all. 
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Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries 
the earth, bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. 
Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this through Christ, who with 
you and the Spirit reigns forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”                       ELW 380 
 

Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One; 
from the gloomy halls of death Christ, the conqueror, has gone, 
bright forerunner to the skies of his people, yet to rise. 
 

Jesus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mournful sigh? 
Christ who died our brother here lives our brother still on high, 
lives forever to bestow blessings on his church below. 
 

Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, life eternal waits for you; 
joined to Christ, your living head, where he is, you shall be too; 
with the Lord, at God's right hand, as a victor you shall stand. 
 

Jesus lives! Let all rejoice Praise him, ransomed of the earth. 
Praise him in a nobler song, cherubim of heav'nly birth. 
Praise the victor king, whose sway sin and death and hell obey. 
 

Hallelujah! Angels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise. 
Let your chorus swell the strain which our feebler voices raise: 
Glory to our God above and on earth his peace and love! 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the 
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his 
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for 
he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

WORD 
 
 
 
 



4  

 

FIRST READING                                                                Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve 
tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). 
Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of 
God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 
 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he 
said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout 
all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city 
and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet 
of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he 
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried 
out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he 
had said this, he died. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16                 READ RESPONSIVELY 
1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
2Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
3
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and  

      my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who  
      persecute me. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
Please stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. Alleluia. (John 14:6) 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14th chapter.     
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL                                     John 14:1-14  
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his 
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go 
before them and act on their behalf. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us 
the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 
because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.                                         
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

 
SERMON  “Asking Directions” 

 
Please stand 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life”       ELW 816 
 

Come, my way, my truth, my life: such a  
way as gives us breath; such a truth as ends all  
strife; such a life as killeth death. 
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Come, my light, my feast, my strength: such  
a light as shows a feast; such a feast as mends in  
length; such a strength as makes his guest. 
 

Come, my joy, my love, my heart: such a  
joy as none can move; such a love as none can  
part; such a heart as joys in love. 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in 
times of trouble. As we remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaco-
nal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen them for their bridge-
building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, 
towering mountains, verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the 
earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of pollution, erosion, extinction, 
and global warming. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world 
and local leaders and organizations as they begin, build, or renew rela-
tionships. Strengthen leaders and aid organizations in areas needing to 
be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster (especially). 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, 
those experiencing homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and 
all who question if there is a home in your heart. We pray for all who 
are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and 
change. Uphold people in this community who have recently moved, 
changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going through transitions of 
any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We 
give you thanks for the care shown us by those who have gone before 
us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort for all awaiting the place 
you have prepared. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and 
praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our             
risen Lord. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

 
Please be seated 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  “I’ll Walk With God”                    Senior Choir   

 
The Ushers will collect the offering. 

 
Please stand 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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MEAL 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give 
thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out 
in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE - EASTER 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has                      
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the                              
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen 
world you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.  
 
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ.  
 
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
Gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
People for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving 
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
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Please stand 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With 
your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life             
together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in 
Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the 
power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “The Church’s One Foundation”                 ELW 654 
 

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
she is his new creation by water and the word. 
From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 

Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued. 
 
Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 
yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: "How long?" 
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 
Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!  Lord, save us by your grace, 
that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 
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CHORAL BENEDICTION  “God Be With You”                  Senior Choir 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please be seated 
 
POSTLUDE  “Short Postlude”                                                   - Hosmer 
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Interim Pastor 
Pastor Michael Allwein  

 
Organist 

Nancy Fogelsanger 
  

Bell Choir Director 
Kathy Kerr 

 
Parish Coordinator 

Amy Piper 
  

Preschool Director 
Shirley Perry  

 
  

  Jackie Bishop 
  Peg Commerer 
  Evelyn Fuller 
  June Hile           
  Bernita Killian 
  Doug & Pat Maun 
  Jeanne Naugle 
  
 

 William Porter 
 Dorothy Railing  
 Betty Reilly 
 Polly Cora Sherman 
 Wayne & Nancy Widney 
 All Caregivers  


