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April 30, 2023 - Fourth Sunday of Easter
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INTRODUCTION

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in
today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil
and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us
amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend
God'’s tender care to all creation.

WELCOME
PRELUDE O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing Men’s Ensemble

CALL TO WORSHIP
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are welcomed, restored, and supported

as citizens of the new creation.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God,

holy and merciful,

holy and mighty,

you are the river of life,

you are the everlasting wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away,
and in them we are born anew.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes,



for rivers and streams.

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.
Empower our witness to your resurrection.
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.
Where despair prevails, grant hope.

Where chaos reigns, bring peace.

We ask this through Christ,

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright (PUER NOBIS) (ELW 384)
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Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47

A reading from Acts.

“2[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers.



“*Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. “*All who believed were together and had all things in common; “they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “°Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, “’praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25
A reading from 1 Peter.
Yt is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. “°If you
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you
do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. *‘For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

*?“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

2>When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. **He himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. °For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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GOSPEL: John 10:1-10
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. “The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. *The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has brought out all his own, he



goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. °They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”
®Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. ®All who came
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. ‘°The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY The Lord's My Shepherd (ELW 778)
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My  head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650
Music: BROTHER JAMES’ AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for all people everywhere according to their needs, and for the people of God in
every place.
Let us pray for the church throughout the world.
For its unity in witness and service
For all bishops, pastors, and deacons
For all believers and for those who are yet to believe
Risen Lord, Hear our prayer

Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority
For the President and the Vice President
For the Congress and the Supreme Court
For the United Nations
For all who serve the common good of all people
that with God’s help they may seek justice and truth so that we may all live in peace and
concord.
Risen Lord, Hear our prayer

Let us pray for the earth, the place that you created for us
Let us use its resources wisely
Let us work to save endangered species
Let us learn to respect the forces of nature and learn how to be safe in the face of
fire, flood and weather disasters
Let us take more seriously the urgency of addressing climate change.
Risen Lord, Hear our prayer

Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body, mind or spirit.
For the hungry and the homeless, and the destitute
For the sick and the wounded
For those in loneliness and fear
For those who face temptation, doubt and despair
For prisoners and captives and those in mortal danger
For the sorrowful and bereaved
That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of his love
and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs.
Risen Lord, Hear our prayer

Let us pray for those who have died and for those who love and grieve for them. May they rest
in peace and rise in glory.
Risen Lord, Hear our prayer

Lord God, hear the prayers of your church, as we rejoice in the mystery of our Lord’s death and
resurrection for us; grant that what we celebrate with faith we may put into practice in our lives,
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. AMEN
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

GENEROSITY MOMENT

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

OFFERTORY Lead On O King Eternal Men’s & Women’s Ensembles

OFFERING SONG
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;



through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, living, and loving God,




we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those



who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ,
broken and poured out for you.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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FAREWELL AND GODSPEED FOR GRADUATES

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Kiandra Coon (Kiwi) as you graduate and leave our community of faith at Christ Lutheran and
The Bridge Campus Ministry, we wish to bid you Farewell and Godspeed.

A reading from Isaiah: Thus says the LORD, who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For |
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. (Isaiah 43:1-3)

A reading from John: Jesus said, “l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of his church. When
you came to this community, we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share as the
people of God. In this community you have come to know and to share in God’s loving purpose
for you and for all creation. God has blessed you in this community, and God has blessed us
through you.

All-wise and loving God, we give thanks for your gifts to us: for creating us, for saving us in
Christ, for calling us in baptism as your people. Look with love on all graduates and bless them
as they complete this season of their studies. By your Spirit, help them to use their gifts for your
glory and for the good of all people. In your lovingkindness, guide them in their journey. We ask
these blessings through Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not
knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

The God of all,

who raised  Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379)
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Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector:
Jane Unger; Livestream: Sam Hanson; Greeter: Mim Almquist; Ushers: Nick Claussen, John
Laughlin; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Acolyte: Eliza Kopenski; Children’s Church:
Tammy Thompson
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