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Third Sunday of Easter, April 23, 2023, at 10 a.m. 

Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church  

Welcome friends and guests: Today’s gospel begins with two disciples 
walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. 
They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem 
Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in 
the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the 
scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and 
wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship 
each Lord’s day. 
Worship Service: Worship Service: In God's Boundless Diversity, we 
are all made in God's image! We gather in this time and space, breathing 
in the Spirit's invitation to connect and learn, and answer Jesus' call to 
justice and action. If you are visiting or new to our faith family, please fill 
out the yellow guest card and put it in the offering plate so we may have 
a record of your presence today. Come back and worship with us each 
Sunday at 10 a.m.  
Holy Communion: The Sacrament is offered to all worshiping with us. 
You may come forward for the sacraments or cross your arms across 
your chest for a blessing instead. 
Other Information: Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall adjoining the 
sanctuary, our ushers can direct you. For pastoral care, call Vicar Lisa 
Rygiel at the church (719-846-7785) or contact her via email: 
zionsluth@gmail.com. Additional information about Zion's can be found 
on our website at: zionsluth.org.  
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

Gathering of Prayers and Call to Worship 

Call to Worship 
Come, out of the darkness of doubt. 
We come seeking the Light. 
Open your hearts to receive God’s healing love. 
Lord, help us to see you and to feel your loving 
presence. Amen. 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn: #532 Gather Us In (next page) 
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Kyrie (next page) 
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Canticle of Praise  

 
(continued on next page) 
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Prayer of the Day 
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in 
the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may 
see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 (pew Bible 885-886) 
A reading from Acts. 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed [the crowd], 36“Therefore let the entire house of 
Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord 
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37Now when they 
heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said 
to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who 
are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”  
40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
41So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that 
day about three thousand persons were added. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  
1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my 
supplication, 
2for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called. 
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave 
came upon me; I came to grief and sorrow. 
4Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I 
pray you, save my life.” 
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12How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has 
done for me? 
13I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of 
the Lord. 
14I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s 
people. 
15Precious in your sight, O Lord, is the death of your 
servants. 
16O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child 
of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.  
17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call 
upon the name of the Lord. 
18I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s 
people, 
19in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 (Pew Bible 983-984) 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people 
impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear 
during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, 
not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or 
blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, 
but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 
21Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him 
from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope 
are set on God.22Now that you have purified your souls by 
your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
love, love one another deeply from the heart.  
23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of 
God. 
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The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 (Pew Bible 860-861) 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary 
Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with 
each other about all these things that had happened. 15While 
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 
went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing 
him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with 
each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad.  
18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have taken place there in these days?”  
19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things 
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief 
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the 
one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since these things took place.  
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22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not 
find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive.  
24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found 
it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.”  
25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!  
26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures. 
28As they came near the village to which they were going, he 
walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him 
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening 
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with 
them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes 
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from 
their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while 
he was opening the scriptures to us?”  
33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and 
he has appeared to Simon!”  
35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon -- Vicar Lisa Rygiel 

Hymn of the Day: #364 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia: 
Mfurahini, haleluya (next page) 
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Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Invitation to Prayer 
Your response to "Hear Us O' God" is "Your Mercy is Great" 

Ever-present God, you make yourself known in the breaking of 
the bread and in the bonds of community. Reveal yourself to 
us in the faces of all we meet. Strengthened by your body and 
blood, let us boldly live out your good news.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
As we know you in the breaking of the bread, we know 
you in the grains of the field and the flowing waters. 
Care for the earth you lovingly create. Strengthen those 
who safeguard threatened land and water. Help us to 
sustain the messages of Earth Day all year long. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
You are the authority to whom we dedicate our lives. Help us 
keep the needs of those most vulnerable at the forefront of 
our community. Move us to care for any who are disregarded 
or oppressed.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Mothering God, you feed and comfort those who hunger. Open 
the hearts of those who horde resources and lead them to 
share your abundance. We pray for anyone hungering for your 
comforting presence this day especially we pray for... 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
You pour out your love on those who are oppressed. Support 
and comfort anyone who is marginalized by gender or 
sexuality and those whose stories are not believed. Form this 
community to listen faithfully and speak honestly in our 
ministry together.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
We remember with thanksgiving all your beloved saints 
especially..., As you have raised them to eternal life, abide 
with us in your promise of resurrection.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our 
prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

Peace 
I invite you to exchange signs of peace with one another using 
these traditional words that have been spoken by Easter 
Christians throughout the centuries: 
Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

Offering  
An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using 

check or cash (mail to 510 Pine Street), or online at: 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

(Assistant) Please stand in body or spirit for the offering 
hymn," Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!", we sing verse 2. 
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Offertory Hymn: #380 Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!, vs. 2  

 

Offering Prayer  
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day 
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new 
life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take 
away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

Thanksgiving at the Table  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to 
all.  
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the 
Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share 
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion  
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

This is Christ’s table, where all are welcome. 
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Communion Song: Lamb of God  

 

Communion Hymn: Touch That Soothes and Heals: See My 
Hands and Feet (next page) 
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(Additional hymns may be played if needed.) 

Table Blessing  
May the body & blood of Jesus, strengthen us, preserve us, 
and unite us in Love.  Amen. 

Song of Thanksgiving (next page) 
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Communion Prayer  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection 
you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new 
life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we 
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.  

~Sending~  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

Announcements & Special Blessings  

Benediction 
God’s love knows no limits, no boundaries. There is nothing we 
can do to separate ourselves from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, and so we ought to not limit our love for one 
another. Love and forgive others. Strive to live into God’s ways 
of compassion and kindness, even to those who do not 
deserve it, and remember how much God loves you. Go and 
share the good news, ☩ knowing you are forgiven, redeemed, 
and restored. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: #674 Let Us Talents and Tongues 
Employ  

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God.  
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~Announcements~  
Third Sunday of Easter, April 23, 2023 
Worship Leaders: Vicar Lisa Rygiel, Peggy Gustafson, & Kathy Broman 
Musicians: Connie Pallone and Melodie Lanosga 
Ushers: Kathy Broman & Doris Blalock 
Communion: Cherie Holder and JoAnn Karspeck 
Flowers: Given to the Glory of God by Dick & Ann Rasmussen in celebration of Ann's 
birthday. 

• Sunday Bible Study: Our Sunday morning Bible Study has changed. The 8:30 
a.m. study has been replaced with Adult Education at 11:30 a.m. after each 
Sunday worship, except on the Sundays when church council meets.  

• 5 Loaves Help Wanted: Next Saturday, April 29, we deliver lunches for our 5-
Loaves feeding ministry. If you can help deliver, please let Norine Hazen, Peggy 
Gustafson, or Jo Moss know.  

• Centering Prayer: Rita Burton will lead our Centering Prayer event beginning at 
11:30 a.m. on Friday, May 12, and continuing each Friday thereafter, in the 
Fellowship Hall. Contact Rita for information. 

• Zion's 2nd Annual Campout at Trinidad Lake: There still is time to let Jeff 
Smith or Jo Moss know if you would like to join us for our annual picnic/campout, 
May 18 to 20 (Thursday through Saturday). Maps and other details will be 
available on Zion's website, in the April newsletter, and via e-Formation. If you 
have questions, please let Jeff or Jo know. 

• Santa Fe Trail Days: Again the year, Zion's will have a booth at the festival, 
June 9-10. Paula Little and Mike McNeil are organizing Please let one of them 
know if you would like to participate, including help in staffing the booth. 

• Vacation Bible School: The community Vacation Bible School will be held at 
Fisher Peak Community Church. VBS is for grades K-6 and will take place the 
mornings of June 12-16. Teen and adult volunteers are always needed. For more 
information, contact Carol Smith or the FPCC church office. 

• Save the Date: Zion's 135th Anniversary celebration is Sept. 23-24. If you 
would like to be part of this committee, please see Vicar Lisa. 

• Flower Update: We share heartfelt thanks for our flower guild and the beautiful 
additions they make to our worship. You can support their work by dedicating 
the flowers on a Sunday. The recommended minimum donation is $35, so sign 
the flower book today. 
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