
Colossians 1:15–20(NIV) 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn  
over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created:  
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,  
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;  
all things have been created through him and for him.  
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold  
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church;  

he is the beginning and the firstborn from among  
the dead, so that in everything he might have the  
supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his  
fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile  
to himself all things, whether things on earth or things  
in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on 
the cross.  

Introduction 
 
 
“For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,”  Colossians 1:19 
 
 

 
1.  Only in the Risen Christ can we fully know God. 
  
  
 Colossians 1:15 
  
 
 God reveals himself: 
 

 in creation 
 
  “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
  been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made,”  Romans 1:20  
 
 

 through His Word 
 
 

 to us in the world through the life and ministry of Jesus Christ 
 
  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 
  and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:14 
 
  “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship 
  with the Father, has made him known.”  John 1:18 
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2.  Only in the Risen Christ can we fully understand God's world. 
  
 
 Colossians 1:16–17    
 
   
   
 

3. Only under the Risen Christ can we fully be God's people. 
 
 
 Colossians 1:18 

 
 

 “Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of  
 Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the 
 Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
 them.’” Acts 13:1–2 
 
 
 “4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, 
 but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at 
 work. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”  1 Corinthians 12:4–7 
 
 
 
 

4. Only through the Risen Christ can we fully understand God’s peace. 
 
 
 Colossians 1:20 
 
 
 “18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  
 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has 
 committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
 making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who 
 had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  2 Corinthians 5:18–21 
 
 
  4 Levels of reconciliation: 
 

 To God 

 To ourselves 

 To one another 

 To our world 
 
 
 Colossians 1:15–20 


