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Introduction to the day 

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! 
Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to 
everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s 
faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we 
are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s 
endless love. 
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PRELUDE “Easter Anthem” by William Billings      Men’s and Women’s Ensembles 
 
EASTER ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

GATHERING SONG   Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, 
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
A reading from Acts. 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is 
my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
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disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY   The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done (ELW 366) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Rejoicing in the mighty acts of God, who has delivered his people from sin and death through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, let us lift our voices and pray. 
 
Let us give thanks to God for the multitude of blessings he showers upon us: 
For our lives and for the lives of those we love 
For the beauty of the home God has created for us 
For our families and our friendships 
Let us give thanks to the God of life. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the Church, that it may carry forward the redemptive works of God: 
For our clergy and our bishops and the many lay people who serve the church, and serve the 
world through the church 
For those gathered here in worship and prayer. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the nations and people of the world, that the powers that oppress and destroy 
may decline and that justice, peace and prosperity be lifted up.   
Let us pray for the people of Ukraine and all others in the midst of war, that they may soon, 
once again, live in peace. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for those who are sick, those who suffer, those who struggle and for all of those 
dealing with the tornadoes and their aftermath.  We pray for those who have died and their 
families and friends who mourn them. 
May the hope born of Easter give them peace, acceptance and renewal, and that through their 
struggles they may come into closer communion with the God who redeems and restores. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, hear these, the prayers of your people.  Infuse a measure of patience in us, a 
confident expectation of your promises.  Strengthen us – body, mind and spirit – and bring us 
comfort, Lord, with your unending love. 
AMEN 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app! 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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OFFERTORY  “Offertoy” by John Ness Beck  Men’s and Women’s Ensembles 
 
OFFERTORY SONG  Create in Me a Clean Heart 

  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
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the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
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and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG   Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) 
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DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: 
Stephen Chikosky; Livestream: Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: Mike Cleland; Ushers: Jim Sillery, Tim 
Prange; Time with Children: Jane Unger; Acolyte: Rachel Prange; Children’s Church: Lucy 
Crawford, Melody Christiansen  
 

Thank you to those who purchased the flowers to decorate our sanctuary.   

You may take them home following worship today. 

Dick Brackin In memory of E. Valda Holzapfel and Kallan Holzapfel 

Stephen and Karen Chikosky For God’s glory and in memory of Robert and Audrey Murray, Alfred and 

Else Chikosky, Lilliana and Audrey Morar 

Bonnie Childress  In memory of John and Faye Wanko  

George Weckman  

Betty Blackford   In memory of Carolyn Blackford 

Mark Sunderman 

John Laughlin In memory of Walter and Helen Laughlin 

Luther and Jeanne Haseley In memory of Ralph and Edna Rengent, Gladys and Leonard Haseley, 

and Kenneth Rengent 

Linda Batey 

Betsy Knies 

Marilyn Shealy In memory of Freeman and Mary Hanes 

Matthew and Lucy Crawford In memory of Hector Desjardins and William and Dorline Crawford 

The Juedes Family 

Jane Unger In memory of Hank Millhorn 

Sam and Adele Hanson 

Dan and Chris Snoddy In memory of Roy and Eloise Snoddy, Joanne Voelkel, Bill Voelkel, and 

Marguerite Voelkel 

 
 

 


