
 “A week changes everything!”

 (Mark 11 - 14)
All weeks are not created equal!

Today marks the beginning of the week known as ‘Passion Week’. 

Passion - Greek word πάθος ‘Pathos’–  suffering, pain and death

40% of the Gospels are dedicated to one week of Jesus’ life!
The week begins with Jesus riding in to Jerusalem to shouts of ‘Hosannah’ – and ends with many of the same people shouting ‘crucify Him’… How do we get from celebration to crucifixion? 
SUNDAY – Palm Sunday – Triumphal entry
2 “Go into that village over there,” he told them. “As soon as you enter it, you will see a young donkey tied there that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks, ‘What are you doing?’ just say, ‘The Lord needs it and will return it soon.’” Mark 11:2-3
· Jesus stops and weeps over Jerusalem – Luke 19:41-42
41 But as he came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, he began to weep. 42 “How I wish today that you of all people would understand the way to peace. But now it is too late, and peace is hidden from your eyes. Luke 19:41-42

κλαίω klaíō; To weep, wail, lament.To cry freely and profusely from sadness or distress

Continuing on the way to Jerusalem a dramatic scene unfolds…

Mark 11 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

MONDAY – Cleansing the Temple 

Mark 11 15 When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out the people buying and selling animals for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the chairs of those selling doves, 16 and he stopped everyone from using the Temple as a marketplace. 17 He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house of prayer for all nations,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves.”
Notice the difference here in what angered Jesus and what was making the Pharisees grumpy…

Matthew 21 15 The leading priests and the teachers of religious law saw these wonderful miracles and heard even the children in the Temple shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David.” But the leaders were indignant. 16 They asked Jesus, “Do you hear what these children are saying?”

TUESDAY – Tensions and Teaching
Mark 11 27 Again they entered Jerusalem. As Jesus was walking through the Temple area, the leading priests, the teachers of religious law, and the elders came up to him. 28 They demanded, “By what authority are you doing all these things? Who gave you the right to do them?”

WEDNESDAY - ??? Mark 14:1-11
THURSDAY – The last Supper
There are some things about the way Jesus lived out His life that we can certainly learn from today…
· HUMILITY - Riding in on a donkey / Washing the disciples feet

Philippians 2 5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, 8he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

· HEART of Compassion – Weeping over Jerusalem

· HATING HYPOCRISY – Cursing the fig tree / cleansing the temple
· HUMANITY - Hanging out at Simon’s house / Praying in the garden – in agony asking God to take this away!
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