
 

Order of Worship 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

April 2, 2023 
 

+ GATHERING + 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE       

DIALOGUE 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord 

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest  

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL St. Matthew 21:1-11 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 (after the reading) 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed 

messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way.  

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his 

death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest! 
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HYMN    All Glory Laud and Honor   ELW 344 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

holy spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

KYRIE    (2 times) 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent 

our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In 

your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 

victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
  

PSALM 31:9-16 

9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 

 my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

 my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay  

     to my acquaintances; 

 when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

 I am as useless as a broken pot.  
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

 they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 

 I have said, “You are my God. 
15My times are in your hand; 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; 

 save me in your steadfast love.”  

 

READING:  Philippians 2:5-11 

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on 

the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross 

becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within 

the community of Christ. 

       5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the 

point of death— even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 

every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

    Jesus, I Will Ponder Now        ELW 345 

  Jesus, I will ponder now on your holy passion; 

  let your Spirit now endow me for meditation. 

 Grant that I in love and faith may the image cherish 

 of your suff’ring, pain, and death, that I may not perish. 

 

GOSPEL:  The Passion of Our Lord, a narrative reading 

The holy gospel 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

(you may be seated for the narrative account) 

         The gospel of the Lord. 

          Praise to you, O Christ. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place 

that Jesus Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, 

synods, and other ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all.  As 

we enter into the sacred time of Holy Week, sustain us and open our hearts to the 

depths of your love for the world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. Give 

us renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals 

who accompany their human companions, and beloved pets who live alongside 

us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are scorned 

and persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism, and deliver them 
from the hand of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs deep. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are 

incarcerated or awaiting trial, and stand with those who are unjustly accused. Be 

present with those feeling isolated, lonely, fearful, and ill particularly, Arlene, 

Tim, Sherry, Mabel, Mike, Anna Mae, Julie, Carol G., Carole, Anne, Lydia, Paul, 

Wil, Betty, Scott, Ron, Flo, Doris, Dottie, Theresa, Marian P., Ian, Tim, Julie, Ed, 

Henry, Mary, Greg, and Max.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Save us God from all that threatens – from fear, from weapons, and apathy.  

Again, in this time of national disaster turn our hearts to you and grant us 

compassion and wisdom.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Other petitions may be offered. 

Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old who 

embodied your servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times of 

trial, that every knee would bend in praise to you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
+ MEAL + 

OFFERING   
You may place your offerings in the offering plate as it is passed during the service.  

Alternatively, some are using Tithe.ly for online giving or are using their bank’s online 

banking option.  Whichever way you choose to give, we are grateful for your stewardship 

and generosity. 
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Create in Me a Clean Heart 
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MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Let us pray. 

Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. 

Now we gather at your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. 

Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed us with the body and 

blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.   

Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation 

to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming 

death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                            ELW 192 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit.  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

      Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  

 
The baptized children of God are invited by the Lord to the Lord’s Table where we receive 
Jesus’ very body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine.  We commune at the altar 

rail receiving the host and then wine or grape juice.  The  first chalice is for intinction, the 

second is for drinking, and the third contains juice. The ushers will direct you. Gluten free 
bread is available.  If you wish to commune, but cannot come forward, let an usher know and 

Pastor will come to you.  If you do not wish to commune, you are welcome to come forward to 
receive a blessing from Pastor. 
 

 
. 
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                                             Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross                                 ELW 335 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the 

bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 

Amen. 

 

+ SENDING + 
 

HYMN    (next page) 

 

BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL 

 

POSTLUDE 
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HYMN            My Song is Love Unknown    ELW 343 

 

1 My song is love unknown, 

   my Savior's love to me, 

   love to the loveless shown 

   that they might lovely be. 

   Oh, who am I that for my sake 

   my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 

2 He came from his blest throne 

   salvation to bestow; 

   the world that was his own  

   would not its Savior know. 

   But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 

   who at my need his life did spend! 

 

3 Sometimes we strew his way 

   and his sweet praises sing; 

   resounding all the day 

   hosannas to our king. 

   Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, 

   and for his death we thirst and cry. 

 

  4         We cry out; we will have 

   our dear Lord made away, 

   a murderer to save, 

   the prince of life to slay. 

                  Yet cheerful he to suff'ring goes 

   that he his foes from thence might free. 
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Liturgical Text and Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 and 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and streamed with 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS016761.  All rights reserved. 

 

All Glory, Laud, and Honor.  Text:  Theodulph of Orleans, c. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.  Music: Melchior 
Teschner, 1584-1635.  Public domain. 

 

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now.  Text:  Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.  Music:  Melchior Vulpius, 
1570-1615.  Public domain. 

 

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross.    Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820 -1915.  Music: William H. Doane, 1832-1915.   Public domain. 
 

My Song Is Love Unknown.  Text: Samuel Crossman, 1624-1683, alt.  Music: John Ireland, 1879-1962. Music © 1924 John Ireland, 

admin. The John Ireland Trust. 

 

 

 

Over recent months we have added video and audio equipment to our sanctuary to livestream our worship 

services over Facebook, YouTube, or other platforms and also to have them available for later viewing 

through our website.  Likewise, we may use still photography of church activities for church 

communications, websites, and other uses.  By your presence with us, you acknowledge that you may be 

photographed and you consent to our use of it for these purposes.  The video capture of congregants is 

minimal and will usually be from the back.  If you want to be sure that you will not be shown on any video, 

we recommend sitting near the back on the left side of the sanctuary.  Thanks! 

 

 


