
    Colossians 1:21-29 
 
     What should happen in and through the church? 
 
     ESV Colossians 1:21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing 

evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to 
present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him… 28 Him we 
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 
present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy 
that he powerfully works within me. 

 
 
 
 
     ESV Colossians 1:23 …if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 

shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in 
all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 24 Now I rejoice 
in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 
Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became 
a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to 
make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations 
but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great 
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For 
this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. 

  
 
 
     
     How does this relate to “more churches”? 
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  Four Answers… 
  
  We’ve been around as a church for nearly 100 years. 
 
   A little history… 
 
 
 
 
    
 
  Church is not a building—it’s a particular group of people. 
 
   What is “church”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   A few verses from the Bible… 
 
    ESV Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 

you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being 
built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
    ESV 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 



    Colossians 1:1-14  
    
     Who are these people? 
 
     ESV Colossians 1:2 To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace 

to you and peace from God our Father. 
 
 
 
 
     ESV Colossians 1:3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love 
that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.  

 
 
 
 
     ESV Colossians 1:5 ... Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the 

gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit 
and growing- as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and 
understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our 
beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 8 and has 
made known to us your love in the Spirit. …(1:9-12 is a prayer of Paul’s) 

 
 
 
 
     ESV Colossians 1:13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 
 
 
  Church is not our idea—it’s Jesus’ plan. 
 
   
   A few verses from the Bible… 
 
    ESV Matthew 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 
 
 
 
    ESV Ephesians 3:10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God 

might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 
Christ Jesus our Lord 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    Colossians 1:15-20 
 
     Who is Jesus Christ?  
 
     ESV Colossians 1:13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. 

 
 
 
 
     ESV Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities- all 
things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. 

 
 
 
 
     ESV Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 
 
 
 
 
     ESV Colossians 1:19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 

      
 
 
 
  Our mission is not a church—it’s actually more churches. 
 
 
   A few verses from the Bible… 
 
    ESV Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 

 
 
 
 
    ESV Ephesians 4:11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ 

 
 


