
 “Habits – Does God want my MONEY?!”

 (Luke 12:31-34; 16:13; Matt. 25:35-40, Malachi 3:8-10)
Today we are going to talk about a touchy topic with the final instalment in our 6 Habits to Grow Your Faith series—Giving: Does God really want my MONEY?

But why is giving SO important?
We, as pastoral leaders believe that regular, planned, “Habitual” Giving is a fundamental growth step in the life of a growing believer.  
The Purpose Driven Life, Pastor Rick Warren 

“Servants think like stewards, not owners…To become a real servant you are going to have to settle the issue of money in your life.  Jesus said, 
‘No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.’ (Luke 16:13)  
He didn’t say, “you should not,” but “you cannot.” It is impossible…Money has the greatest potential to replace God in your life.  More people are side-tracked from serving by materialism than by anything else.”
Biblical giving starts with having a proper mindset about it, otherwise we run the risk of becoming
· Cynical 
· Emotional 
To develop the right mindset, we have to settle the issue of WHO we are giving to.  
2 types of giving mindsets– Horizontal v. Vertical
1) horizontal giving/ worldly mindset
2) Vertical/godly mindset
Jesus put it this way when teaching his disciples: 

“For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you invited me into you home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.” (Matt 25:35-36)

“And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me! (Matt 25:40)
Since Giving is important, How do we develop the habit? 
“And Melchizedek, the king of Salem and a priest of God Most High…blessed Abram with this blessing: ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who has defeated your enemies for you.”
 Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all the goods he had recovered.” (Gen. 14:18-20)
“You must set aside a tithe of your crops—1/10th of all the crops you harvest each year. Bring this tithe to the designated place of worship—the place the LORD your God chooses for His name to be honoured…Doing this will teach you always to fear the Lord your God.” (Deuteronomy 14:22-23)

“Honour the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce. Then He will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with good wine.” (Proverbs 3:9)

“Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me! But you ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me….Bring all the tithes…
If you do, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!” (Mal. 3:8-10)
Consider these words of Jesus:  

 “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and He will give you everything you need. So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up treasure for you in heaven! 
And the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure will be safe; no thief can steal it and no moth can destroy it. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.” (Luke 12:31-34)

Friends, God Does not need your Wallet, God wants your heart!
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