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Sermon – March 19, 2023   4th Sunday in Lent   (The man born blind) 

We just can’t figure some things out, can we? And if it’s just too hard to see 

understand or to accept – surely there is someone to blame! Some of us quickly 

blame ourselves or have spent time in the ‘blaming our parents’ camp or our 

teachers, or preachers, or whoever else we blame for the unhappy, challenging, 

and even horrible things in our lives.  

I wonder who is your favorite person/situation/or empire to blame…  

Just to clarify - I’m not talking about those that really are at fault in situations and 

need to take responsibility for their actions. That’s a different sermon.  

Here in the Gospel story, we have a man born blind. One of the many situations in 

life where very hard “Stuff happens” – Stuff happens in our lives that is far 

beyond our human capacity to understand. 

John 9 is one of my favorite encounters with Jesus that faces directly into this. 

Jesus simply ,but powerfully, corrects a very wrong belief system that is really a 

trap. I was taught that if bad things happen it is because I or someone sinned, and 

this is the negative consequence or punishment that has to happen. This kind of 

formulaic thinking makes for a very exhausting life of trying to get everything right 

to avoid pain, suffering, guilt, rejection, shame, and a lot of things going “bad”. 

Sounds like the disciples were also caught in this mindset.  

Rabbi, they ask, who sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born 

blind?”  

I’ve always liked how the Message paraphrase of the Bible tells this story where 

Jesus quickly steps up to the plate to answer this question. Jesus said, “You’re 

asking the wrong question. You’re looking for someone to blame. There is no such 

cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do. We need to be 

energetically at work for the One who sent me here.” Look instead for what God 

can do…  

Jesus in this story is VERY clear – no one sinned that this happened. 

This is the ONLY miracle in the Bible where the person is blind from birth – This 

healing wonder from God is a complete shift from a lifetime of full darkness to 

complete illumination of sight and of heart. This Gospel story given here, in the 
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very middle of Lent, joins us to any darkness in our lives and to the darkness that 

continues through Lent to Good Friday and Holy Saturday – to the coming Light of 

Easter. 

Jesus declares that even in times of darkness, we are invited to look instead for 

what God can do… 

Perhaps that is why God can “allow” bad things to happen to us and in the world 

for God knows what God can do!  

So Why does God allow bad things – horrible things to happen in this world?  

This is the age-old most popular question when one is wrestling with faith in an 

ALL-LOVING GOD. Why does God not stop bad things or at the very least, control 

them a lot more!  

In this question I wonder if we really might be on the edge of blaming God for all 

the bad stuff. Like, “God you really messed up by not controlling everyone and 

everything! You gave us all too much agency, too much choice, You did this 

wrong.” I wonder deep down if sometimes I secretly blame God – maybe we need 

to face this question.  

Simone Weil, a French teacher, philosopher, and mystic became involved in 

political activism and social justice in the 1930’s. She devoted her life to those 

who suffered.  

She proclaimed something that got me unstuck from blaming God and others for 

some of the terrible things that have happened in my life. She says that God 

choses to love us rather than control us. She suggests that the opposite to Love is 

not hate – but Control. And that even though it is risky and at times excruciating, 

God chooses to love us and the world in the midst of whatever is happening 

rather than control it all.  

Prayer, she says is the practice of self-emptying like when Jesus Christ came from 

the Godhead to earth – and then emptied himself again at the humiliation of the 

cross. Jesus continued to look instead for what God can do. 

Jesus rejects the assumption that trouble and distressing situations are 

necessarily a consequence of sin – rather all situations and occasions are 

opportunities for God’s mighty works to be revealed.  
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This story makes me fall deeper in love with Jesus – he just keeps surprising us 

with his generous love and mercy, setting us free from our silly notions and facing 

us to his own shining face! “I am the world’s light”. He rejects and breaks through 

preconceived beliefs that just don’t help us or anyone and directs us rather to 

God’s abundance.  

It shimmered to me that this man who was blind from his birth was invited to join 

Jesus in his own healing.  

Maybe this is one part of why God doesn’t control everything – rather God gives 

us opportunity to join God and partner in the joy of bringing sight and light into 

the darkness! To see what we REALLY can do when Jesus directs us.  

This blind man had to take some big leaps of faith as directed by Jesus – or at 

least a very many small steps to The pool of Siloam. This pool is not very close to 

Jerusalem. It is on the outskirts of Jerusalem a considerable distance from the 

Temple where he encountered Jesus and had mud put on his eyes. He was likely 

quite the spectacle! He had to carry his dirty face all through town while he also 

carried a faithful anticipation from his encounter with Jesus.   

The Pool of Siloam is the end point of the tunnel built by King Hezekiah to provide 

Jerusalem with Water. Perhaps this is a symbol that at the end of the tunnel – 

against all hope – there is hope even in the utter darkness of our lives and a 

death on the cross - there is light – there is healing water to drink and to wash 

and we get to do and see what has never been seen before.  

I wonder how we too might be asked to join Jesus in our healing. I wonder how 

God might take the Ashes of our lives – and mix in some of that Living Water – 

dust and water --- and make a clay for our eyes. Clay made from what is human 

and divine to bring what is new. Might we then see what new creations God is 

doing in our midst. 

Go Wash, Jesus says.  

For once you were in darkness – but now… Live as children of Light – do what is 

good, right, and true.  

Awake and Christ will shine on you – and we will see what God and we can do!  


