
Membership Matters: Session 1 
United to Christ, United to One Another (Ephesians 2) 
 
Even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved. – Eph 2:5 
 

Questions to Consider: 
 

1. What comes to your mind when you think of “church”? “Church membership”? 
2. Why do you think some are hesitant to join a church? 
3. Does the Bible require Christians to be a part of a church? Is a Christian sinning if they 

are not a part of the church? Is there anything in the gospel itself that implies the 
church? 

 

Definitions 
 
Church: “We believe that a visible church of Christ is a congregation of baptized believers, 
associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the Gospel, observing the ordinances of 
Christ, governed by His laws, and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by 
His word.”1 
 
Church Membership: “Church membership is (1) a covenant of union between a particular 
church and a Christian, a covenant that consists of (2) the church’s affirmation of the Christian’s 
gospel profession, (3) the church’s promise to give oversight to the Christian, and (4) the 
Christian’s promise to gather with the church and submit to its oversight.”2 
 

United to Christ 
 
What We Were (Eph 2:1-3) 

- Dead in sin, following… 
o The world 
o Satan 
o The passions and desires of the flesh 

- We therefore were children of wrath 
 
Who God Is (Eph 2:4) 

- A God who is “rich in mercy” 
- A God abundant in love 

 
What God Did (Eph 2:5-7) 

 
1 From our Statement of Faith, XIV. Of a Gospel Church 
2 Jonathan Leeman, The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love, p. 217 



- Despite who we are—dead sinners who rightly earned God’s wrath—God resurrected 
“together with Christ” 

o What is God’s grace? God’s commitment to our well-being despite our utter lack 
of merit. 

- Just as we followed Jesus in His resurrection, we also have (mysteriously) followed Him 
in His ascension into the heavenly places where He now sits. We are in Jesus; where He 
goes, we go. 

- He has done all of this just to tee-up the infinite fountains of grace and kindness He 
plans to bestow upon us in the age to come, the new heavens and new earth. 

 
What We Did (Eph 2:8-9) 

- In a way, nothing—it is all grace 
o “Not of your own doing; it is the gift of God.” 

- Yet, it is through faith (trust)—you must trust in Him. 
o “All the fitness He requireth. Is to feel your need of Him” 

 
What We Do (Eph 2:10) 

- “created in Christ Jesus for good works” 
o Those saved by God’s grace alone—not by works—are those saved for good 

works 
- The good works that God has “prepared beforehand” 

o Even these works which we accomplish have (mysteriously) been works that God 
has prepared for us. 

 

United to One Another 
 
Gentiles Separated From Israel (Eph 2:11-12) 

- “Therefore…” What Paul just said in Eph 2:1-10 is the ground of verses 11-22 
- There is an ethnic division in the Church between Jews and Gentiles, two groups who 

were traditionally hostile to one another. 
 
The Blood of Jesus Creates a New People, not Just Persons (Eph 2:13-19) 

- “…in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ” (vs. 13) 

- Jesus’ blood has broken down the dividing wall of hostility that separated Jew from 
Gentile creating “one new man.” (vs. 14-16) 

o When was the last time the idea of being “created in Christ” was used? Eph 2:10. 
Here, Paul draws our attention to the bullseye of the “good works” we were 
created for: being created in Christ as the one new man, the Church (2:15). 

- We, Jew and Gentile alike, have been given the same Spirit, through Jesus, so we may 
together commune with the Father. (vs. 17-18) 



- So, Gentiles have been placed “in Christ”, the Jewish Messiah of Israel. Thus, they are 
just as much inheritors of the “covenants of promise” as Israel is. They are part of the 
“household of God” (vs. 19) 

 
The Church as a New Temple (vs 20-22) 

- The “family of God” of vs. 19 is built on “the foundation of apostles and prophets” with 
Jesus as the cornerstone. (vs. 20) 

- This family is a new, living, growing temple, where God’s Spirit resides. (vs. 21-22) 
- How does it grow? “In him you (pl.) are being built together into a dwelling place for 

God by the Spirit.” (vs. 22) 
 
Point: The gospel doesn’t just create saved individuals, but a saved people. See also 1 Peter 2:4-
10 
 
Ideally, however, the church itself is not made up of natural “friends.” It is made up of natural 
enemies. What binds us together is not common education, common race, common income 
levels, common politics, common nationality, common accents, common jobs, or anything of 
the sort. Christians come together, not because they form a natural collocation, but because 
they have been saved by Jesus Christ and owe him a common allegiance. In the light of this 
common allegiance, in light of the fact that they have all been loved by Jesus himself, they 
commit themselves to doing what he says – and he commands them to love one another. In 
this light, they are a band of natural enemies who love one another for Jesus’ sake.  – D.A. 
Carson, Love in Hard Places 


