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Revelations Clergy Letter – Lent & Easter 2023  
(by The Rev Matthew Brown, Incumbent) 

 

Our annual forty-day journey through the Season of Lent 

is often described as a time of pilgrimage, and as I write 

this note, five pilgrims from our Parish of the Valley are 

preparing to depart on the journey of a lifetime: a 

pilgrimage to the Land of the Holy One. From March 19th 

to March 30th, Rev. Claire, together with Licensed Lay 

Readers Jennifer Cross and Lorna Sibley, and Mike 

Bashford and Rev. Claire’s mother, Jacky, will be 

following the footsteps of Jesus through Israel and 

Palestine as part of a diocesan pilgrimage led by Bishop 

Shane. I invite all members of the Parish of the Valley to 

please pray for our pilgrims: that the Holy Spirit will 

guard them, guide them, and open their eyes in new ways 

to the timeless beauty of the paschal mystery. We look 

forward to hearing all about their experiences when they 

return home. 

Pilgrimage, however, need not always involve a long or 

arduous physical journey. One of my favourite personal 

pilgrimages is to travel home each spring to the fields of 

my family’s farm in Lochaber, Quebec, where soon the 

apples will be blossoming as you can see in the following 

photo. As the theologian Brett Webb-Mitchell writes, 

pilgrimage, “Can take place in our backyards, in our 

neighbourhoods, around our churches and retreat centers. 

One doesn’t need to be wealthy to be a pilgrim. One 

simply needs to have a purpose and place in mind where 

one can go in order to experience the Holy…Pilgrimage 

is the state of mind and heart…in which one encounters 

the Holy.”1 

As we prepare as a parish family to make our annual 

pilgrimage through Holy Week, I invite us all to be 

intentional in setting aside time for our minds and hearts 

to truly encounter the Holy. Pilgrimages are by their very 

nature disruptive: they force us to take a break from our 

usual patterns of living, and to journey with God in new 

and often delightful ways. I pray that each of our journeys 

through Holy Week this year will be disruptive in the best 

sense of the word. I pray that we will all seek to be 

 
1 For more see Brett Webb-Mitchell, Practicing Pilgrimage: 

On Being and Becoming God’s Pilgrim People (Eugene, OR: 

Cascade Books, 2016). 

attentive to God’s desire to rouse us from our winter 

slumbers and 

awaken us to 

the good news 

of new life 

blossoming all 

around us.  

To that end, I 

strongly 

encourage all 

members of 

the Parish of the Valley to join together for worship this 

year on both Maundy Thursday and Holy Saturday. This 

year the ancient liturgies of Maundy Thursday (7pm) and 

Saturday’s Great Vigil of Easter (7:30pm) will be 

celebrated in Eganville and Pembroke. I urge us all to 

make attending these celebrations a top priority this Holy 

Week. Worshipping on a Thursday or Saturday night is 

admittedly not the norm, but that in many ways is the 

point! God invites us, each Holy Week, to break from our 

normal routines, and to come together with fellow 

disciples to experience God’s truth anew. The Paschal 

Triduum – Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great 

Vigil – is the most important celebration in the Church’s 

calendar. 

If you’re not sure about driving at night, please consider 

carpooling. Indeed, God might be nudging you to 

reconnect with a beloved friend, or to make a new friend 

as you travel together to Eganville or Pembroke. And, if 

you can’t attend in person, then please consider joining 

the liturgies through our parish’s YouTube channel: 

youtube.com/@valleyanglicans. Your clergy team looks 

forward to welcoming you to worship. 

May your pilgrimage this Holy Week be blessed, and may 

each of us as pilgrims be a blessing to everyone we meet. 

Yours in Christ’s love, 

 

 

Editor – Alexis Anderson 

Assistants – Naomi de Repentigny 

                    Marie Zettler 
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A Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Highlights Partnership and Charity (by The Rev. Claire 

Bramma, Assistant Curate) 

 

In contrast to the grey skies and snow flurries during the 

afternoon of Sunday January 22nd, the light and hope of 

being united in Jesus Christ prevailed when just over 60 

people gathered at Grace Lutheran Church in Eganville 

for a special service of prayer for Christian unity. The 

service was organized by the Eganville Ministerial group 

made up of ministers from the Anglican church, 

Evangelical Lutheran church, Lily of the Valley 

Ministries, Roman Catholic church, and United church. It 

can also be said that the make-up of the congregation was 

a visible sign of 

God’s grace at 

work, bringing 

together people 

from across the 

Ottawa Valley 

from different 

background and 

denominations, 

in solidarity with 

what unites 

Christians at the 

core of their faith 

– love for God in 

Jesus Christ and 

love for 

neighbour.  

 
Photo by Mike Bashford (L to R: The Rev 

Claire Bramma, Assistant Curate, Parish of 

the Valley; The Rev Ralph Weigold, Grace 

Lutheran Church; The Rev Gale Edmondson,  

Honourary Assistant, Parish of the Valley; 

The Rev Matthew Brown, Incumbent, Parish 

of the Valley; Student Minister Michelle  
Robichaud, Melville United Church) 

 

The service was also a tangible way to participate in the 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18-25 January), an 

annual initiative led by the World Council of Churches. 

This year’s theme was based on an important Bible verse 

about how to live out a life of faith: “learn to do good, 

seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, 

plead for the widow.” (Isaiah 1:17) 

 

During the service hymns were sung, Bible passages were 

read, a sermon was preached, prayers were prayed, and 

stories were told. One of the stories was shared by The 

Rev. Gale Edmondson (former chair of the Eganville and 

District Food Bank, EDFB). The congregation heard 

about how the genesis of the EDFB was a response to the 

growing food insecurity in the region. The story also shed 

light on how partnership between church ministers, 

responding to Jesus’ command to “Feed My Sheep” (John 

21:5), blossomed into a wider community endeavour that 

would have positive and transformative impacts. Rev. 

Edmondson’s story concluded with an anecdote about 

how a former client of the food bank, who eventually 

become a donor, expressed their deepest gratitude to them 

for the role that the food bank played in their life.  

 

This good news story helped all present to realize that 

responding to the call to love God and love neighbour (by 

doing good and seeking justice) can bring tangible results; 

in not only seeing others flourish but by also inspiring 

others to be compassionate and generous.   

 

The Eganville Ministerial is grateful to Grace Lutheran 

Church for hosting this special service, and they hope to 

continue to foster partnerships between local churches 

and across the wider community.   

 

From Your Editor (by Alexis Anderson) 

 
As Jean Ostrom moves on to new endeavours, I’d like to 

take this opportunity to thank her for her very long and 

extremely valued service as Editor of Revelations these 

many years, and to wish her well in whatever she chooses 

to do next in her continued service to Holy Trinity and to 

the Parish of the Valley. 

 

As we move into 2023, we plan to continue publishing 

four times a year, but this year we hope to reduce postage 

costs by including your Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, 

and Christmas envelopes in with your copy of 

Revelations. To that end, submission deadlines this year 

will be: 

 

     18 March for 26 March distribution 

     29 April for 7 May distribution 

     16 September for 24 September distribution 

     2 December for 10 December distribution 

 

Of course, we still look forward to, depend on, and 

welcome submissions from each of you; and in order to 

make it easier for you to communicate with Revelations 

editors (Alexis, Naomi, and Marie), we’ve established a 

common email address for submissions or for any other 

correspondence you might wish to send. Please send all 

submissions to revelations@valleyanglicans.ca, and we 

will ensure that every email is actioned. 

 

Finally, thanks to everyone for the opportunity to once 

again provide you with what I hope will continue be an 

important part of life in the Parish of the Valley. I look 

forward to hearing from you, and to once again be 

working with Naomi and Marie. 
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Tips for Donating 

 

If you are donating to PWRDF and make your cheque out 

directly to PWRDF, your tax receipt will come from that 

agency. If you make the cheque out to your home church 

but put PWRDF on the memo line, your tax receipt will 

come from your home church. 

 

If you are not using numbered envelopes issued to you, 

but would like a tax receipt for your donation, please 

ensure you put your name and address on your envelope. 

Cash not identified with name or address is considered an 

“open” offering and is not tax receipted. 

 

When writing cheques, please write LEGIBLY to help us 

ensure accuracy when recording your donations. 

 

Donations are welcome through any method, and you are 

encouraged to use your favourite; but some “cost” more 

than others. Due to processing costs, $100 given through 

Tithely is actually $96.70; through Canada Helps is 

$96.00; and through PAR is $99.70. 

 

Remembering The Rev George Fletcher  
(by Alexis Anderson) 
 

On 3 Apr 1912, the Pembroke Standard ran the following 

article honouring the late Rev George Fletcher: 

 

“The Village of Cobden has been plunged into grief by 

the unexpected death of the Rev. George Fletcher, 

Incumbent of the Church of England there. The burial 

took place on Monday of this week. Not in a long while 

had the village seen so great a crowd as that which 

gathered to do honor to the memory of the deceased 

clergyman. For some time before the beginning of the 

Service it was impossible even to get near the doors of the 

Church. The Archbishop of Ottawa himself officiated, his 

Metropolitan’s Cross being carried by the Rev. W.H. 

Prior of Beachburg. The body was borne from the 

chamber in which it had lain to the hearse by the Revs. 

J.J. Lowe of Stafford, H.B. Moore of Douglas, W. 

Quartermaine of Renfrew, W.H. Green of Eganville, A. 

Mackay of Ottawa and W. Netten of Pembroke, after 

which six senior members of the Cobden Congregation 

acted as pall bearers in the procession first to the Church 

and thence to the Cemetery. 

 

Mr. Fletcher was born in 1876. He was educated at 

Bishop’s College, Lennoxville, from which he received 

the degree of B.A. and was ordained Deacon in 1901 and 

Priest in 1903. The whole of his ministry was spent in the 

Rural Deanery of Pembroke. He was a man of Kindly 

temperament, religious earnestness and painstaking 

devotion to duty and his comparatively early death is a 

loss the Church in this diocese.” 

 

ACW Valley Outreach  
(Maggie Jacques, Holy Trinity ACW President) 

 

There are misconceptions about residents in seniors’ 

residences, including that they have money, have 

everything they need, etc. Unfortunately, some residents 

have no family, close or far away, others have just enough 

money to cover their fees, but nothing for other essentials. 

Many residents have volunteered in their lifetime to help 

others; perhaps there are some now who could use some 

extras. 

 

Within the Diocese of Ottawa, ACWs used to support 

Bales for the North, collecting and shipping items to the 

far North. However, in this day’s economy, fuel is 

expensive and the financial reality is that people can get 

things through Amazon cheaper and faster. It was 

suggested that we use our fundraising locally.  

 

Rev. Matthew challenged Holy Trinity’s ACW to look for 

ways to provide outreach within our Valley community.  

Conversations with ladies who came for our rummage 

sale revealed that many of their churches supported local 

long term care residences, as some members of their 

congregation were currently living there.  

 

Rev. Matthew gave me a list of the care facilities in which 

members of the Parish community reside and I contacted 

them to see if we could help in some way. We have two 

rummage sales a year and often have ladies and men’s 

articles of clothing, which might help immediately, or 

some facilities have a “lending closet” for articles of 

clothing for residents at a later time. Or perhaps there are 

personal toiletries, colouring books, crayons, or other 

items for their recreational use. 

 

The real challenge of this outreach was to break down the 

initial barrier when contacting the seniors’ homes - there 

was always a notable silence after I identified myself as 

being from Holy Trinity and sharing what we wanted to 

do. Finally, I began to add, “There is no preaching, no 

teaching, we just want to help make any lives better.” That 

broke the ice. Two care facilities – Caressant Care in 

Cobden and Country Haven in Beachburg - gladly took us 

up on our offer. Each facility had specific requests and 

gave me a list. There is no point in donating anything if it 

is not what anyone can use. 

 

While some reading this may be a bit put off by my words, 

is it not the true meaning of giving just that – giving - no 

strings attached? But when you give to the poor, do not let 

your left hand know what your right hand is doing so that 
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your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees 

what is done in secret will reward you.  (Matthew 6:4) 

 

It is my hope we can continue to help others wherever and 

however needed.  If you would like to contribute to this 

outreach, please contact me and I can provide 

ideas/suggestions. A single point of contact would 

probably be preferable to the seniors’ homes’ staff and I 

would be willing to make arrangements for collection and 

distribution.  

 

What Happens When A Church Becomes A Chapel? 
(by Alexis Anderson and The Rev. Matthew Brown) 

 

On December 12th 2022, St. Augustine’s Beachburg was 

declared a chapel by Bishop Shane Parker under the 

sponsorship of St. Stephen’s Micksburg. This change to 

“chapel status” was the culmination of a process of 

community consultation and discernment that spanned 

much of 2022 and included Special Vestry meetings held 

by both congregations last summer and early last fall. St. 

Augustine’s now becomes the third chapel within our 

Parish of the Valley. Our parish’s two other chapels are 

St. Clement’s Chapel, Clontarf (sponsored by St. John’s 

Eganville) and Holy Trinity Chapel, Madawaska 

(sponsored by St. Anthony’s, Whitney).  

 

You may be wondering, what is a “chapel,” and how are 

they distinct from other congregations within our Parish 

of the Valley? Hopefully this article helps to answer a few 

of those questions. 

  

A congregation can be re-designated by our diocesan 

bishop as a chapel when there is still a need for pastoral 

care and worship within a community, but when 

sustaining a regular congregation that meets for worship 

on a weekly or bi-weekly basis is discerned to be no 

longer viable. However, it is important to note that 

becoming a chapel is not just a stage in closing a church. 

Rather, each chapel in our diocese needs a well-defined 

purpose and ministry. Each chapel also requires a sponsor 

congregation to support it in fulfilling its ministry in 

service to God and the wider Church. 

 

A major difference between chapels and congregations is 

that chapels typically meet for worship only a few times 

per year. St. Clement’s Clontarf and Holy Trinity 

Madawaska each meet for worship annually (once every 

summer). St. Augustine’s Beachburg will now meet for 

worship quarterly, or four times per year. On other 

Sundays throughout the year members of the chapel 

communities worship as part of other congregations 

throughout our parish. 

 

Like congregations, chapels are fully part of our Parish of 

the Valley, and worship and pastoral care for the chapels 

is the responsibility of Rev. Matthew as our Incumbent 

Priest, supported by the rest of our clergy team. Chapels, 

however, do not have their own Vestry, congregational 

council, churchwardens, or treasurer. Instead, chapels are 

governed within our parish by the Vestry of their 

sponsoring congregation, and most of the ministry of 

administration for chapels is cared for by the Incumbent, 

together with the churchwardens of the sponsor. A Chapel 

Steward is appointed for each chapel, and they are 

charged with liaising between the chapel community, the 

Incumbent, the sponsoring congregation and its 

churchwardens. In our parish, Vern Hass is the Chapel 

Steward for St. Clement’s Clontarf, Kevin Florent is the 

Chapel Steward for Holy Trinity Madawaska, and Wendy 

Johnson is our newest Chapel Steward for St. 

Augustine’s Beachburg. 

  

In addition to gathering for worship a few times per year, 

chapels are also available for baptisms, weddings and 

funerals as need arises. In this respect, chapels are 

important symbols in our local communities, in that they 

are spaces where we gather as the people of God for 

significant life events, and wherein we are connected to 

the saints and all our forebearers. 

 

We pray for St. Augustine’s Beachburg as it begins its 

new ministry as a chapel within the Parish of the Valley. 

May God bless St. Augustine’s and all of the chapel 

communities within our parish. Our chapels are beautiful 

places of prayer spread across our rural landscape, helping 

us to stay connected with each other, and with all those 

who have gone before us.  

 

All Saints Petawawa Churchwardens’ Update  

(by Louise Doran &Marion Lemottee) 

 
We had a very successful Christmas Tea & Bazaar on 

November 19th, with many compliments and a great 

turnout. We then had our Ladies Group Christmas Party 

on December 9th and were so pleased when ladies from 

St. George’s, as well as others who helped with the 

Bazaar,  joined us in the fun and activities. Our 

Congregation Participation Pageant on December 18th 

was enjoyed by all, with Patsy as our Innkeeper letting 

everyone know there was “no room in the inn”! 

 

Reverend Nicholas Forte was welcomed on Sunday, 

January 29th, together with Reverend Matthew. We look 

forward to many more services with Reverend Nick who 

is a wonderful addition to our clergy team. 

 

On February 19th our Men’s Group made a delicious 

pancake lunch which we have missed for the past 2 years. 

We look forward to their traditional Mother’s Day lunch! 
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Our Ladies Group is also back in full swing and will be 

having a Rummage Sale on Saturday April 29th from 8:30 

to 11:30am. 

 

Welcome to Alexis Anderson, our new Revelations 

editor. We look forward to working with you 

 

Thanks also to our members who do so much that may go 

unnoticed or not acknowledged. Without your dedication 

to All Saints, we would not be able to exist. 

 

Invitation From Holy Trinity Cemetery 
(by Rob Hanson, Chair of the Cemetery Board) 

 

We at Holy Trinity Anglican Cemetery in Pembroke 

invite all members of The Parish of the Valley to come 

and enjoy a walk, after the snow is gone, in our beautiful 

hilly cemetery. We are located off John Street in the heart 

of Pembroke and have been there for some 150 years. 

There is wonderful history among the memorial stones in 

the cemetery and the walking is easy. 

 

We are in the process of designing and building a new 

prayer garden and erecting a columbarium in the center of 

the cemetery; and feel this will give us more long-term 

space and further beautify the cemetery, allowing a quiet 

space for prayer and meditation in our natural 

surroundings.  

 

If you have not visited lately, we invite you to come and 

enjoy the tranquility. Should you enjoy what you find, 

please feel free to speak to us about reserving space your 

and your family’s final resting place. You do not have to 

be a member of Holy Trinity Anglican Church to reserve 

a spot. 

 

We hope to see you strolling in our beautiful cemetery 

soon; please stay well. 

 

A Gastronomic Road Trip Into The Pontiac 
(by Phil Cottrell)  

  
I confess to not having spent very much time in the 

Pontiac. I have nothing against the region at all, or the 

Province. In fact, we spent five very good years in 

Quebec. So, when a good friend who knows the area well 

suggested a road trip which would involve checking out 

some food and beverage spots, I immediately said, 

“Yes!  Absolutely !  Let's go!” 

 
We crossed over into Quebec and passed through 

Waltham and then through Davidson, where I remember 

there was a impressive municipal dock in the summer, and 

where we moored up and walked a little ways to a chip 

wagon. There were some impressive houses in Davidson. 

We then drove through the Marchand covered bridge. 

Built in 1898, this impressive red wooden structure is 152 

metres long. It is the longest covered bridge in Quebec 

and has been declared an official historic monument by 

the province. 

 
The Café Downtown in Fort Coulonge was our breakfast 

stop. There are many so called cafés that have the 

ambience of an army barracks and boring menus. Not so 

with Cafe Downtown. It was a small cozy little spot. Their 

full menu included also dinner choices which looked very 

interesting. Not your basic burger and wings, but 

several  pasta and fish dishes etc. Breakfast was excellent, 

with great coffee. Perhaps a little on the expensive side, 

but then everything these days seems to me to be on the 

expensive side. What was amazing was the number of 

craft beers - 28 in all - that they have available from 5 

different Quebec breweries, plus 2 local beers on draft. 

There is live entertainment some nights, when the place 

probably rocks,  considering its size! 

 
It was then off to Campbells Bay for a 5-minute business 

stop followed by a short hop and skip to the Brauwerk 

Hoffman brewery in Campbell’s Bay. The owner, Todd, 

opened up for us. Most of the craft breweries I know offer 

a relatively small number of  beers, but this brewery had 

an impressive array of different styles of beer. There is a 

restaurant there which I should  take my better half to in 

the summer. We bought several beers, including 

Berserker,  a lager ale which turned out to be easy 

drinking with a  very nice taste. I also bought 

their  HoneyHeist, a pleasant honey beer. I expected a 

stronger honey flavor, but as Todd the owner  pointed out, 

it is buckwheat honey. Chapeau Boys is a red ale. 

Their Enchanted Isle is a superb pale ale, with great 

balance.  

 
We then drove by Bryson. I remember stopping at their 

dock, where there was also a nice little riverside park, 

where we were out on an all day fishing trip. I also 

remember that they had a porta-potty, an important 

feature when you’re in a boat all day!  

 
Next stop was the Little Red Wagon winery in West 

Clarendon, just outside Shawville. Here from their own 

grapes which grow on the premises, they make red, white 

and rosé wines. Hard to find too many rosé wines these 

days. The red wine turned out to be very good…robust 

with earthy flavours. We were too early for lunch, but we 

were still pretty full from breakfast. The menu varies 

from day to day. They were offering a charcuterie plate 

on the day we were there. It is an appealing, modern 

looking restaurant with  a corner  space for 

entertainment.   Again, definitely somewhere to revisit. 

 

It  was  then a short trip  to  the  Ladysmith  Hotel.  Pretty  
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country, with rolling hills, good snowmobiling,  and 

obviously excellent hunting as the hotel itself had a 

magnificent collection of deer mounts. There were some 

12 full capes of  good-sized bucks from  the local area, as 

well as moose antlers and  mounted lake trout. With a lot 

of varnished cedar, the hotel had a certain rustic charm. 

My friend explained that there were in the day, quite a few 

hotels in the area, and there was somewhat of a drinking 

circuit. Many of these hotels are no longer and 

besides,  attitudes toward drinking have changed. 

However, those hotels trips of yesteryear that he described 

seemed to be no different to the pub crawls that we got 

into as teenagers in England! 

 
We drove back through Shawville and crossed the Ottawa 

River at Portage du Fort, back into Ontario, having done 

a loop. 

 
So, it was a great road trip. And what did I find?  Well, I 

found an interesting region with neat little cafés, a 

brewery,  a winery, cycling trails and nice countryside. 

Also an area rich in history from the logging era.   Yes, I 

enjoyed my guided trip into the Pontiac and have made a 

mental note to explore it some more.  
 

Easter ’23 (by The Rev. Canon John Wilker-Blakley) 

 

It is just about a year ago that I started working part-time 

in this wonderful Parish of the Valley.  So let me begin 

this article by saying Thank You for the privilege of 

serving here. While I am no stranger to the Valley, having 

served here in Deep River from 1990-1996, and cottaged 

here for the last 15 years, we only permanently moved 

here for our retirement in June of last year.  Since then, 

we have come to celebrate the natural beauty of the area, 

and the warmth and hospitality of the people. I will be 

retiring again beginning at the end of March, and so was 

encouraged to write a final article, (for the moment, as I 

will be back again in the Autumn, and as needed at other 

times ☺).   

 

Easter is the Queen of festivals for us as Christians. 

Without it there is no Christianity. Without it Jesus might 

have been remembered, if he was remembered at all, as a 

prophet of Israel who fell afoul of the authorities (as did 

many of the prophets) and suffered an ignominious death 

at the hands of the Romans, and likely his message largely 

forgotten in the mists of time. However, because of the 

experience of the Resurrection, his disciples, the men and 

women who followed and supported him, were 

emboldened to understand the truth of his message, and to 

live it in ways that started a movement, which 

transformed their world, and extends through time to us. 

 

To  understand  this,  we  need  to  consider  the  times  in 

Which Jesus lived. In the socio-economic time of Jesus, 

the world was extremely divided between haves and have 

nots; those who were ‘in’ and those who were ‘out’.  As I 

understand it, the Roman world of ancient Palestine was 

also a tinder box, where the Romans ruled with absolute 

authority.  Anyone who challenged Rome’s power was 

brutally subdued.  There are stories, from that time, of the 

roads being lined with crosses on which were crucified 

those who dared to challenge Rome.  Those who were 

complicit with Rome could do well for themselves. 

Whether that was tax collectors who lined their pockets 

by collecting more than their due in Rome’s name, or 

religious authorities hanging onto their privileged place 

by bowing to the Roman governor. Rome’s shadow was 

cast over the ancient world like the long shadows at the 

end of a summer’s day.   

 

This created a world of economic hardship where the 

wealthy were using their financial power to foreclose on 

lands of indebted farmers to take their land (and land was 

life). This left former landowners as impoverished day 

labourers on land they once owned, their life sustaining 

crops turned into luxury items such as vineyards for wine, 

which only the rich could afford.  Day labourers, some 

scholars believe, had hard meager lives with a short life 

expectancy. This led to a society of extreme haves and 

have nots.  Then there were religious authorities, whose 

job was to challenge people to keep the Law of God, but 

who sometimes, and perhaps even inadvertently, added to 

the hardships of the people by enforcing rules of tithe, and 

ritual, which simply left people broken and ‘unclean’ 

before the law.  Added to this there were regional 

differences where the elites of Jerusalem and similar cities 

of commerce and relative wealth, looked down on the 

poorer country people who could not afford the luxuries 

and leisure of the wealthy and influential. 

 

Into the midst of this comes the poor carpenter’s son of 

Nazareth. Scholars are divided about how educated Jesus 

might have been.  His father’s occupation was not the 

skilled trade of a modern carpenter, but more likely the 

subsistence livelihood of the landless poor. However, 

Jesus seems to have heard and internalized the principles 

of inclusion, compassion, and justice which are at the 

heart of the Old Testament, which he would have heard in 

Synagogue and around the family table.  Both in the Torah 

(the Law of God) and the prophets, again and again, the 

people of Israel were called to be a community of 

inclusion, compassion, and mutual respect. The law called 

for a Year of Jubilee once every 50 years where debt was 

forgiven, and everyone had a fresh start.  (In fact, Jesus 

used this signature text to initiate his ministry in Luke’s 

Gospel). The prophets repeatedly warned kings and rulers 

of the need to care for the most vulnerable, stylized as “the  
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care for the widow and orphan” in scripture, but too often 

ignored by the powerful.  

  

This message and the message of the suffering servant of 

Isaiah must have made a powerful impression on Jesus.  

From the start his movement included, where others 

excluded.  He saw the ‘unclean’ as children of God and 

stopped to touch, forgive, and heal lepers, tax collectors, 

prostitutes (often simply women left destitute by poverty 

or broken homes), and others shunned by the upper 

echelons of his society.  This alone would have made him 

stand out in his highly structured society.  

 When the rich met for food, they sat at a table by rank 

where the most powerful and loved sat close to the host 

and ate their fill, while the poor gathered at the gates 

hoping for some scraps of the leftovers. At Jesus’ table, 

everyone sat together, everyone ate and from meager 

meals of loaves and fishes, everyone ate their fill (with an 

abundance left over).  What Jesus modelled was a radical 

inclusion which did not respect rank or status.  We know 

that this rankled with the rich, the powerful and the 

religious gate keepers.  To top it all off he would not be 

cornered on the topic of Rome and the imperial rule.  It 

seems clear to me, from scripture, that Jesus’ way of 

inclusion was deemed unacceptable and even offensive, 

perhaps even dangerous. It is not surprising then that the 

authorities began to look for a way to get rid of him. 

During Holy Week each year we make the walk with 

Jesus and His disciples from the triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem to his trial and Cross. Then stand with the 

disciples in awe and disbelief at the empty tomb.  And we 

are asked by our tradition to puzzle over this and ask what 

this might mean.  I suggest the following is worth our 

attention.  

 

Some traditions of Christianity make a big deal of Jesus 

particular suffering on the cross. For those traditions his 

suffering has to be spectacular because he had the weight 

of the world’s sin on his back.  I want to suggest 

something different. I think Jesus’ suffering was 

spectacular because it was completely mundane.  

Crucifixion was simply Rome’s way of dealing with 

people it was threatened by and did not trust or 

understand.  The cross was a kind of combination of ‘the 

stocks and the noose’ where the condemned were 

humiliated before they died.  To me, Jesus represents 

every victim of exclusion, every unjustly condemned 

person, every victim of unjust socio-economic systems or 

authoritarian regimes.  The mundane nature of Jesus death 

is God’s act of absorbing into God’s very being the 

injustices we create against one another, the scapegoat 

making we so easily perpetrate, and the condemning of 

those we do not understand, only to witness, in the 

resurrection, that this is not the way of God. 

 

N.T. Wright, an Anglican biblical scholar, has said that 

the news of the Resurrection is “Christ is risen…now you 

have work to do”. That work is to live the kind of 

community, and the kind of inclusion and challenge to 

injustice, to which Jesus witnessed.  It is the knowledge 

that this is dangerous, but that ultimately it is the only way 

to a life which endures and raises us up.  When we look 

at Jesus on the cross, we are invited to ask, who is on that 

cross?  Is it the poor? Is it those misunderstood or 

marginalized because of sexual orientation? Is it women 

excluded from leadership? Is it the person of colour who 

has never been able to rise in an organization, or who has 

been repeatedly stopped by police because of nothing 

other than their skin colour? Is it the environment, which 

in the modern world we betray and pollute, in wanton 

disregard for the fact that our very lives depend on it? 

Then, recognizing these questions, we are to commit 

ourselves, through the Good News of the resurrection, to 

stand in solidarity with these victims and say no!  This is 

not God’s way… and as the people of God, this is not our 

way either. 

 

May this Easter lead us ever more faithfully into God’s 

call to Compassion and Justice.  May the Good News of 

Christ’s resurrection embolden and empower us in His 

name. Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen Indeed! 

Alleluia! 
 

Holy Trinity Pembroke Churchwardens’ Message 

 

A year ago, as we looked forward to the welcome signs of 

a coming spring, we were optimistic that pandemic 

mandates would be lifting, allowing us to return to a more 

connected and in-person existence. Happily, we had 

reason to be optimistic as we just recently passed the one-

year anniversary of a return to in-person services and 

many opportunities for fellowship, and it feels great! 

Already this year we enjoyed a very successful Shrove 

Tuesday event in February, welcoming almost 200 guest 

to share in a delicious pancake luncheon, and we are 

looking forward to hosting a rummage sale towards the 

end of April. The ACW continues to meet regularly, 

Coffee Hour is once again enjoyed by many, and our 

quilting group has also reconvened, spending much of 

their time on charity quilts but also a few fundraising 

quilts. 

 

This past winter also marked a changing of the guard for 

our leadership team. At Vestry in early March, we said 

farewell to George Hodgkinson. George has been on our 

Church Council for the past five years, the last three in his 

role as Rector’s Warden. His steady hand and wise 

counsel helped guide Holy Trinity through the very 

difficult years of the pandemic and we are eternally 

grateful for his commitment. In addition, our Deputy 
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Warden, Lorna Sibley, has stepped down so that she can 

focus her energies on her new role as a Licensed Lay 

Reader. Lorna’s knowledge of our operations dates back 

to her many years of service as our Administrative 

Assistant, allowing us to benefit greatly from her insights. 

 

We continue to be grateful for the blessing of our 

incredible clergy team under the guidance of Rev. 

Matthew. The combination of their diverse experience 

and talents supports us spiritually, helping us not only 

grow, but thrive, in this newly formed Parish of the Valley 

as can easily be illustrated through the excellent Lenten 

Learning series that they hosted on Zoom. Thought 

provoking questions provided by parishioners were 

explored in depth, allowing for an opportunity to greater 

understand elements of our faith and scripture and to 

search for answers together. 

 

In closing, this is our Easter wish for you: 

 

May the glory and the promise of this joyous time of   year 

bring peace and happiness to you and those you hold most 

dear. And may Christ, Our Risen Saviour, always be there 

by your side to bless you most abundantly and be your 

loving guide. (Author unknown) 

 
(Charles Cheesman, Rector’s Warden on behalf of Mike Johns, 

People’s Warden and Peter Jacques, Deputy Warden) 

 

Meet The Rev Nicholas Forte (by Alexis Anderson) 

 

The Parish of the Valley is thrilled to welcome Rev. 

Nicholas Forte, who joined our clergy team in January 

2023.  

 

Rev. Nicholas was 

born in British 

Guyana, but 

immigrated to 

Canada as an 

infant and grew up 

primarily in 

Pickering, just 

outside Toronto. In 

2012, he graduated 

from the 

University of 

Toronto with a 

double major in 

Religious Studies 

and Christianity in 

Culture, and a 

minor in English 

Literature. He then earned a Master of Divinity in 2015 at 

Trinity College, Toronto School of Theology. Though 

raised in the Roman Catholic Church, he sought out the 

Anglican Church as a place where he could put into 

practice his faith and beliefs, including a commitment to 

social engagement and the work of justice. 

 

After graduating, he was ordained in June 2015 to the 

Sacred Order of Deacons, and in November of the same 

year, to the Sacred Order of Priests. From that time until 

2018, he served as the Incumbent of the Parish of New 

Carlisle and the Parish of Chaleur Bay in the Diocese of 

Quebec, after which he became the Incumbent of the 

Parish of St George’s, Châteauguay, and later Incumbent 

of the Parish of Bedford, Diocese of Montreal, before 

accepting the position with the Parish of the Valley. Rev. 

Nicholas’ time with the Parish of Bedford in the Eastern 

Townships provided him with significant rural 

experience. 

 

Rev. Nicholas says that one of the things that drew him to 

join the Parish of the Valley was the opportunity to work 

in a team environment while serving a friendly and 

welcoming community and enjoying the lovely 

surroundings provided by our unique geography. He is 

currently residing in Micksburg and describes his lifestyle 

there as “a joy”.  

 

Though busy with shepherding a Lenten education 

program for the parish this season, should he have time, 

he enjoys tinkering with small engines and cars and 

building furniture and other useful wooden items. He has 

also travelled a bit, having gone to Jerusalem on a 

pilgrimage and to Galilee, seeking to travel as much as 

possible on the paths and cobblestones where Jesus 

walked. He describes the experience as “life changing” in 

it’s “realness” as past and present came together for him. 

 

We congregants of the Parish of the Valley hope that for 

Rev. Nicholas, his time with us is also life changing, 

affording him the chance to guide us wisely and 

intentionally in the name of the Lord.  

 

Generous Hearts  

 

The spirit of generosity remained high throughout the 

Parish of the Valley in 2022. Thanks to your very 

generous hearts, our recent Advent Appeal raised more 

than $18,000 to support our ministries, bringing the total 

raised across the Valley to over $58,000 over the last three 

years! 

 

Additionally, your creativity continues to shine through. 

In some of our congregations, funds were directed to 

support critical operational needs as we continue to cope 

with the many challenges created by the pandemic. In 

others, notably St. John the Evangelist Eganville, 100% 

of Advent Appeal donations will support the wonderful 

L to R: The Rev. Matthew Brown, 
The Rev. Nicholas Forte 
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work of Wide Smiles for All Through Education in 

Uganda, through their annual Advent Celebration of Light 

Evensong. And this year, Ascension Killaloe dedicated 

their funds to assist Ukrainian refugees via the Primate’s 

World Development Fund. PWRDF is supporting six 

partners responding to the needs of refugees and 

internally displaced people, as well as those who have 

stayed amidst the fighting in Ukraine. 

 

Our   continued  success  with  the  Advent  Appeal  is   a 

testament to the commitment of our Anglican community 

in the Valley to faithfully supporting God’s mission and 

we would like to thank you for your steadfast and 

sacrificial financial support. We know that every donation 

our congregations receive is made in love, and in service 

to our Lord Jesus.  

 

Yours faithfully in Christ, 

The Clergy Team 

 

Truth and Reconciliation Outreach: Quilts for 

Survivors (by Marie Cheesman) 

 

Are you a quilter? The quilters at Holy Trinity Pembroke 

are undertaking a new truth and reconciliation outreach 

effort, making quilt blocks, quilts tops, quilts, and 

bindings for Quilts for Survivors, and we would be 

delighted to have you join our efforts. 

 

Begun in June 2021 by Vanessa Grenier from Missianabie 

Cree First Nation 

near Timmins, 

Quilts for 

Survivors hopes to 

send a comfort 

quilt to any 

residential school survivor that requests one or that one is 

requested for, as a symbol of support, respect, and love 

for those who have undergone this trauma. Quilters and 

guilds from across the country and around the world have 

responded in great numbers and almost 3,000 quilts have 

been sent out to date.  

A label is attached to each quilt, and it is accompanied by 

a letter and a poem. All the quilts are smudged before 

being shipped. Vanessa regularly shares donations and 

updates on Facebook, and it is extremely touching to see 

the response of those who receive their quilts. 

  

Quilts for Survivors is totally supported by donations, and 

they are in the process of becoming a registered charity so 

that they can issue tax receipts for monetary donations. 

Additionally, a very generous landlord in Timmins has 

provided them with a studio space and a local quilt shop 

has donated a longarm quilting machine, providing them 

with the ability to accept quilt tops for completion.  

To help achieve their goal, they are requesting: 

• 16” quilt blocks (16.5” unfinished) 

• Lap sized quilt tops (48” x 64”) 

• 2.5” quilt binding, any colour 

• Completed quilts, any size 

• Financial donations to offset the cost of 

materials (thread, backing, batting) 

• $30 medium-sized prepaid Canada Post shipping 

boxes 

 

Note: we are asked not to include travel or school related 

fabrics or fabrics with a religious theme.  

 

More information can be found on their website: 

www.quiltsforsurvivors.ca . 

 

Our goal is to have a shipment ready by early October. 

Truth and Reconciliation Day, also known as Orange 

Shirt Day, will be held on September 30, 2023; the Parish 

of the Valley will recognize it on Sunday, October 1. 

Helgard Hodgkinson has kindly arranged for our parcels 

to be delivered to Timmins, which will provide a great 

saving. This has the potential to become an annual effort 

for the next few years. 

 

If you are interested in helping, please plan to have your 

contributions dropped off at Aborn House in Pembroke 

by Friday, September 22, 2023. The office is open 

Monday thru Friday from 9 am to 12 noon. 

 
Today’s World (by Mike Johns) 

 

About four months ago I was reading the Eganville 

Leader and noticed an article about the Melville United 

Church being sold due to the usual challenges of all 

denominations across our region including the Parish of 

the Valley. 

 

It is always thought provoking when a Church closes. We 

hear a lot about the “bricks and mortar” of our worship 

and the role it plays. For me and many others it is key to 

have such beautiful buildings for grounding us in our 

faith. However, there are still many other ways to be close 

to God that we should explore. 

 

I spend a lot of time working alone in the forests 

surrounding the Ottawa Valley and this beautiful wild 

environment invites me to thank God for all his creation 

and wonder that awaits us outside our walls. 

 

As Emerson says, “In the woods we return to reason and 

faith”, I invite all of you to find those places where you 

feel closer to God and his Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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St. John’s Revives the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper (by The Rev. Claire Bramma)  

 

For the first time since the onset of the COVID-19 

pandemic in 2020, St. 

John’s Eganville fired-

up the griddles and 

opened its doors for a 

hearty and tasty 

pancake supper on 

Tuesday February 21st. 

During the 2 ½ hour event people came from around the 

local community and from across the Parish of the Valley. 

In total, 148 adults and 11 children enjoyed food and 

fellowship and as a bonus, $1,275 was raised. 
 

The pancake supper was made possible by the generosity 

and hard work of 

many volunteers 

who helped with 

set-up, cooking, 

serving, and 

cleaning. Special 

thanks go out to 

Heather Park-

Wheeler and Joan 

Boldt for their 

leadership and 

dedication in 

laying the 

foundation for a 

very successful 

event. Rev. 

Matthew, Rev. 

Gillian, Rev. Nick, and Canon John joined in the fun too, 

showing their support on behalf of our Parish clergy team.  

 

God willing, we look forward to offering a Shrove 

Tuesday supper again next year! 

 

A Celebration of New Ministry for the Parish of the 

Valley clergy team will be held on Monday, May 8th at 

7pm at Holy Trinity Pembroke. The Venerable Patrick 

Stephens, Archdeacon of Pembroke, will preside at the 

service, and the Very Reverend Beth Bretzlaff, Dean of 

Ottawa and Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, will 

preach. Please plan to join us as we gather for a parish 

wide service to celebrate with our new clergy team! All 

are welcome! 

 

 

An Easter Flower Gift (by John Greenleaf Whittier) 

 

O dearest bloom the seasons know, 

flowers of the Resurrection blow, 

our hope and faith restore; 

and through the bitterness of death 

and loss and sorrow, breathe a breath 

of life forevermore! 

 

The thought of Love Immortal blends 

with fond remembrances of friends; 

in you, O sacred flowers, 

by human love made doubly sweet, 

the heavenly and the earthly meet,  
the heart of Christ and ours!  
 

 

This edition of Revelations was generously 

sponsored by:  

 

 
 
 

 
 

.

L to R: The Rev. Allan (Honorary 

Assistant), The Rev. Nick (Associate 

Incumbent), The Rev. Matthew 

(Incumbent) 
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