
Northwest Washington Synod  
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 14 December 2022 

 Meeting Held on Zoom 
 
Present:         Shelley Bryan Wee, Kay Edgerton, Netsie Griffith, Cindy  

Shultz, Sam Sseba and Elly Stitt 
 
Staff Present:    Andy Yee 
                                
Absent:    Bart Brosten   
                
The meeting was called to order at 4:33 p.m. by Vice President Kay Edgerton and was begun  
with a land acknowledgement of the Coast Salish people.                   
                 .  
Opening Devotions 
Bp. Shelley invited the gathered group to share thoughts on that for which they were waiting. After a time of 
reflection, Bp. Shelley closed with a prayer.   
 
It was moved, seconded and carried (hereafter abbreviated as MSC) 
EC2022.12.14.01 That the Executive Committee approve the 12 October 2022 minutes as  

presented. 
 
Reports 
Written reports were received from: 

• Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
• Assistant to the Bishop, Andy Yee 
• Director for Evangelical Mission (DEM), Herb Shao 
• DEM. Dianne Johnson 
• Synod Treasurer, Bart Brosten 

 
Report Highlights from Bp. Shelley 

• Staff retreat held several weeks ago – The one trait all staff share from the Clifton Strengths 
Assessment is “connectedness,” so it was good for them to be together. 

• Gleaning from a California retreat/conference attended by Bp. Shelley and DEM Herb on the topic of 
what the church is today - It was made clear that we in the West have a different understanding of 
church than those in the Midwest and East.  

o This led to discussion of how best to respond to this difference. 
• Work continues with St. John’s United to improve the Synod Office space. 

 
Report Highlights from Assistant to the Bishop, Andy 

• He noted that other synods are calling us to see what we are doing and interprets this as saying 
something positive about people here and the willingness to try new things. 

• Also highlighted was the work of the Candidacy Committee – He appreciates the heart they are putting 
into the candidacy process. 
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Action Item from DEM, Dianne’s Report 
MSC 
EC2022.12.14.02 To approve the use of the balance of $4,888.64 in the COVID Relief Fund  

towards collaborative funding of Bethel Ethiopian adding to that being  
provided by the ELCA (Churchwide), the Synod’s Evangelical Outreach  
Team, and Bishop Shelley’s Caring Fund. 

 
Discussion/Action Items 
In at attempt to improve communication between the Executive Committee and the Synod Council, Kay will 
send information to the full council following our meetings.  She will also provide a report from the Executive 
Committee at meetings of the Synod Council. 
 
Action Item requested by the Gloria Dei Endowment Committee 
It was moved and carried (hereafter abbreviated as MC) 
EC2022.12.14.03 To approve the request of $2500 for Sabbatical funding for the Rev.  

Rebecca Langholz 
 
On the topic of creating a process for the distribution of funds from the Renewing Congregations Fund Kay will 
write a proposal based on our conversation, send it to us for further comment and then send it to the full 
council for consideration at the January Synod Council meeting.   

 
Meeting Norms 
Cindy wrote a first draft of “Communication Guidelines” for the Synod Council.  Bp. Shelley added a similar but 
different set of guidelines used by the staff.  Cindy added Bp. Shelley’s to the same document as hers.  After 
discussion, it was decided to bring these to the full council for further discussion.   

 
Mission to Seafarer’s Distribution  
We acted in our capacity as the Maritime Ministry Endowment Committee to approve the distribution of 
$14,406.72 from that account to the Mission to Seafarers. 
 
Nomination Process for the Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church 
Kay shared with us information she received from the ELCA Church Council about this nomination process.  It 
will also be shared and discussed at the January meeting of the Synod Council.   
 
For Future Discussion/Action 

• Information from the Constitution Review meeting 
• The authorization of Synodically Authorized Worshiping Communities (SAWCs) for 2023 

Looking Ahead 
The January Synod Council meeting will be held at Point of Grace Lutheran Church in Mukilteo and will include 
a potluck lunch. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:38   pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Netsie Griffith 
Synod Council Secretary 


