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Ephesians 6:10-13, “A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on all of God’s 
armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12For we are not fighting 
against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against 
mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 13Therefore, put on 
every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the 
battle you will still be standing firm” (NLT). 
Ephesians 6:16, “In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the 
devil” (NLT). 

The “Shield of Faith” Reminds Us of These Three Realities 

1. The reality of God’s ________________________ > Psalm 3:3a, “But you, O Lord, are a shield around me” 
(NLT). 

2. The reality of God’s ________________________ > Ephesians 6:16, “In addition to all of these, hold up 
the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil” (NLT). 

3. The reality of God’s ________________________. God’s providence refers to how God is ultimately in 
control  to accomplish ____________ with the _________________ of human choices and sometimes 
________________ human choices. 

Genesis 50:20, Joseph said to his brothers, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. 
He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many people” (NLT). 
Romans 8:28-29, “We are confident that God is able to orchestrate everything, especially the painful 
experiences, to work toward something good and beautiful when we love Him and accept His invitation 
to live according to His plan and purpose for our lives. 29 . . . and what is His plan and purpose for our 
lives? To become more and more like the character of His Son, Jesus Christ” (PAR). 
Ephesians 6:16 > See above. 

What Are The Benefits of Taking Up Our “Shield of Faith”? 

1. The Romans shield ________________ the soldier against the flaming arrows of the enemy > 1 Peter 5:8, 
“Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for 
someone to devour” (NLT).  

2. The Romans shield _______________ the Roman army. 

3. The Roman shield ___________________________________ > Matthew 5:14, Jesus said, “You are the 
light of the world . . .” (NLT). 

Neh. 4:7-8, “But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs, Ammonites, and Ashdodites heard that the 
work was going ahead and that the gaps in the wall of Jerusalem were being repaired, they were 
furious. 8They all made plans to come and fight against Jerusalem and throw us into confusion” (NLT). 
Neh. 4:6a, “At last the wall was completed to half its height around the entire city . . .” (NLT). 
Neh. 4:10-13, “Then the people of Judah began to complain, `The workers are getting tired, and there 
is so much rubble to be moved. We will never be able to build the wall by ourselves.’ 11Meanwhile, our 
enemies were saying, `Before they know what’s happening, we will swoop down on them and kill them 
and end their work.” 12The Jews who lived near the enemy came and told us again and again, `They 
will come from all directions and attack us!’” 13“So I placed armed guards behind the lowest parts of the 
wall in the exposed areas. I stationed the people to stand guard by families, armed with swords, spears, 
and bows” (NLT). 

Why Do We Get Discouraged & Halfhearted For God? 

1. Discouragement can come from _____________________________ >  Neh. 4:10a, “The workers are 
getting tired . . .” (NLT). 



2. Discouragement can come from _____________________________ > Neh. 4:10b, “. . . and yet there is so 
much rubble to be moved” (NLT). 

3. Discouragement can come from _____________________________ > Neh. 4:10c, “We will never be able 
to build the wall by ourselves” (NLT).   

4. Discouragement can come from _____________________________ > Neh. 4:11-12, “Meanwhile, our 
enemies were saying, `Before they know what’s happening, we will swoop down on them and kill them and 
end their work.’ 12The Jews who lived near the enemy came and told us again and again, `They will come 
from all directions and attack us!’” (NLT). 

Neh. 4:14,  > “Then I looked around and stood up and said to the important men, the leaders, and the 
rest of the people: `Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and powerful . . .’”(NCV). 

• Nehemiah basically said to them: “When you feel yourself overwhelmed by a _________________, 
turn to God who is _____________________.” 

How Did Nehemiah Deal With the Wall of Halfheartedness & Discouragement? 

1. Nehemiah and the people _______________ > Neh. 4:4a, “But we prayed to our God and guarded the city 
day and night to protect ourselves” (NLT). 

2. Nehemiah and the people __________________________________ > Neh. 4:16-20, “But from then on, 
only half my men worked while the other half stood guard with spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. 
The leaders stationed themselves behind the people of Judah 17who were building the wall. The laborers 
carried on their work with one hand supporting their load and one hand holding a weapon. 18All the builders 
had a sword belted to their side. The trumpeter stayed with me to sound the alarm. 19Then I explained to 
the nobles and officials and all the people, “The work is very spread out, and we are widely separated from 
each other along the wall. 20When you hear the blast of the trumpet, rush to wherever it is sounding. Then 
our God will fight for us!” (NLT). 

3. Nehemiah and the people __________________________________ on finishing the wall > Neh. 
4:21a, “We worked early and late, from sunrise to sunset” (NLT). 

4. Nehemiah and the people covenanted to ___________ one another and the task God had given to them > 
Neh. 4:20, 21b-23, “When you hear the blast of the trumpet, rush to wherever it is sounding. Then our God 
will fight for us! . . . 21bAnd half the men were always on guard. 22I also told everyone living outside the 
walls to stay in Jerusalem. That way they and their servants could help with guard duty at night and work 
during the day. 23During this time, none of us—not I, nor my relatives, nor my servants, nor the guards who 
were with me—ever took off our clothes. We carried our weapons with us at all times, even when we went 
for water” (NLT). 

Getting Past the Wall of Halfheartedness & Discouragement . . .  

1. Requires a godly __________________________________ > Nehemiah 4:14b, “Remember the Lord, who 
is great and powerful” (NCV). 

2. Requires a godly __________________________________ > See Nehemiah 4:14b above. 
Isaiah 57:3-4a, 5, 6b-8a, “He (Jesus) was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with 
deepest grief . . . He was disposed . . . 4aYet it was our weaknesses He carried . . . 5But He was pierced 
for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we 
could be healed. It was our sorrows that weighed him down . . . 6b . . . the Lord laid on Him the sins of 
us all. 7He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet He never said a word. He was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, He did not open hHs mouth. 8Unjustly 
condemned, He was led away . . .” (NLT). 

3. Requires a determination to _________ self and _________ others > Neh. 4:21-23, “We worked early and 
late, from sunrise to sunset. And half the men were always on guard. 22I also told everyone living outside 
the walls to stay in Jerusalem. That way they and their servants could help with guard duty at night and 
work during the day. 23“During this time, none of us—not I, nor my relatives, nor my servants, nor the 
guards who were with me—ever took off our clothes. We carried our weapons with us at all times, even 
when we went for water” (NLT).


