
THE KIND OF PRAYER GOD ANSWERS 

 

Back when we lived in Kuwait there was a man who was part of the church who worked for logistics 

with the US Army.  After the invasion of Iraq, the troops that were in the country needed a great deal 

of supplies.  The cargo was flown into the US air base in Kuwait and then transported by truck in huge 

convoys into Iraq.  The enemy knew the importance of those supplies so the truck convoys came under 

constant attack.  Several of the Pakistani and Bangladeshi drivers they had hired as truck drivers were 

killed.  It was then that this man came up with an idea.  How about prayer?  Could prayer change 

things?  We went to visit the nation of Fiji, a country with a lot of Christians but also high rates of 

unemployment.  He went to the churches and asked for 100 drivers, not just anyone but men who were 

involved with their churches and had a reputation for being men of prayer.  He took these men to 

Kuwait and they became the drivers for the supply convoys.  Before every trip they would pray, and at 

the return of every trip they would worship.  I had the chance to visit and preach at a few of those 

services.  From the day they started using the Fijian drivers, not a single life was lost.  That is the 

power of prayer.  

 

Today we are concluding our series No Compromise looking at the book of Daniel.  We have come to 

the ninth chapter. 

 

Daniel 9:2  in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the 

word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy 

years.  3  So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in 

sackcloth and ashes.  4  I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: "O Lord, the great and awesome 

God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love him and obey his commands,  5  we have 

sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your 

commands and laws.  6  We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name 

to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.  7  Lord, you are righteous, 

but this day we are covered with shame -- the men of Judah and people of Jerusalem and all Israel, 

both near and far, in all the countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 

 

This chapter deals with Daniel’s prayer for the release from captivity for his nation.  It has a number of 

things to teach us about prayer, especially about praying for our nation. 

 

1. Put God First - let God speak before you 

 

Let God speak to you before you speak to him.  It is important to listen to the voice of God.  God 

always makes the first move in your life. God is always the initiator of everything in your life and you 

are the responder. God never expects you to make the first move. He always makes the first move. 

 

The Bible says that we love God, because he first loved us.  God loved you a long time before you ever 

loved him.  He made the first move.  Our love for God is in response to His love for us.  

 

Remember the first time you ever asked someone out on a date?  You are not really sure the person 

likes you of not?  Maybe you ask some of your friends to go ask some of her friends if she may be 

interested first.  God has removed the guesswork.  He has declared in everything he has made; in 

everything He has ever done “I LOVE YOU.”  The bible is one long love letter, 66 books written over 

thousands of years. We know where God stands, it is up to us to either accept or reject that love.     

 



Prayer starts by listening, and one of the ways we listen to God is by reading His book.  Daniel is now 

about 85 years old.  He has lived away from his homeland for 70 years.  He starts his prayer time by 

looking into the bible. 

 

Daniel 9:2  in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the 

word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy 

years.   

 

In some translations the word understood is translated meditating or studying.  It means actively 

looking into the scriptures.  As Daniel was studying the scriptures the words of Jeremiah jumped off 

the page.  Jeremiah had prophesied that Israel would be in captivity for 70 years.  By the way, why 70 

years?  When Israel had come into the promised land God had told them in Leviticus 25 that once 

every 7 years the land was to be given a rest and not planted or harvested.   

 

Leviticus 25:4  But in the seventh year the land is to have a sabbath of rest, a sabbath to the LORD. Do 

not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. 

 

For 490 years, Israel had disregarded this command.  That means that Israel had disobeyed God 70 

times.  This why the captivity lasted 70 years.  Through reading the scriptures, Daniel understood this.  

He knew that the time of Israel’s captivity was coming to an end.  We see this is what happened; 

 

2 Chronicles 36:22  In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD 

spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation 

throughout his realm and to put it in writing: 23  This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 'The LORD, 

the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a 

temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Anyone of his people among you -- may the LORD his God be 

with him, and let him go up.' " 

 

God touched the heart of Cyrus to do exactly as Jeremiah had prophesized 70 years before.  Daniel 

understood this.  This is the truth that guided his prayers.  Prayer starts by listening to God, and one of 

the ways we do this is by studying the bible. 

 

John 15:7-8  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

given you.  8  This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples. 

 

So often we misunderstand this verse.  It does not say that when you are a Christian you can just ask 

for whatever you want and God will give it to you.  That would be crazy.  What it is saying is that 

when we remain in Jesus, when we know what Jesus has spoken to us, then we understand His will.  

When we understand His will we can pray according to His will. 

 

A few weeks ago I spoke about Daniel in the lion’s den.  Years ago, there was a man in Nigeria who 

read that account and thought it meant that he could repeat what Daniel did.  He went to the zoo and 

jumped into the lion’s den.  The lion quickly killed him.  He was presuming that God would do for him 

whatever he wanted instead of asking first God wanted of him.    

 

Listening to God begins by first understanding what God has already told you.  You do not need to 

pray about whether you should cheat on your taxes.  God says don’t do it.  You do not need to pray 

about whether you should tithe.  God says do it. 



This means that bible study is important.  You should spend time every day reading the bible and 

praying over what you have read.  Make it a habit in your life.  As Daniel was reading through 

Jeremiah, I am sure he also came across this verse. 

 

Jeremiah 29:11-13  For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  12  Then you will call upon me and come 

and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  13  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 

your heart. 

 

God has a plan for our lives, and it is a good plan.  When we understand that plan and pray according 

to that plan God responds.  God made you for a purpose, but God’s plan for your life is not automatic.  

We can miss His will for our lives.  Spending time in the bible helps keep us on track.  

 

When we lived on the ship, whenever we came into a port they would let out the mooring lines.  Once 

these huge lines were connected to the shore, they would activate the winch which would pull the line 

in.  They were not trying to pull the dock to the ship, they were pulling the ship to the dock.  Prayer is 

the rope that pulls God and us together.  It does not pull God down to us… it pulls us up to God.  We 

must learn to say with Christ, ‘Not my will; but Thine be done.’”  Put God first. 

 

2. Pray Attentively - listen to God 

 

The second step in prayer is to pray attentively.  That means listening prayer.  Naomi and I have been 

married now over 30 years.  I know that does not seem long for some of you, but may seem very long 

for others.  One thing I have tried to learn in the last 30 years is this, when Naomi speaks, I listen.  I 

know I am not great with this, but I am trying.  Whenever she starts talking, I try to turn my face 

toward her and give her my attention.  Why?  Because she deserves it.  And also, I think because she 

appreciates it.  You do not have a conversation while looking at the computer screen or reading the 

paper.  You focus on the person speaking to you.   

 

People appreciate attention.  Kids love it when you put down whatever it is that you are doing and give 

them your undivided attention.  I can tell you that when you are speaking in public, the speaker 

appreciates it.  It is hard to preach when everyone is looking down or looking around.  People 

appreciate attention, and so does God. 

 

It is easy to pray on autopilot.  That means that you are going through the motions and you are saying 

the words but your mind is off doing something else.  Often when I am praying I will keep my eyes 

open, because I find that when I close my eyes my mind drifts.  That is why I like to pray when I am 

walking or driving.   

 

Daniel 9:3  So I turned to the Lord God … 

 

It says that Daniel turned to the Lord.  That means he gave God his attention.   

 

So often the problems we have in life are not the result of persecution or demonic attack, they are the 

results of bad choices that we have made.  The same way it is possible to pray on autopilot, we can live 

our lives on autopilot.  We can just live our lives and make decisions based upon our own wisdom and 

strength, only to realize later that they were bad decisions.  The problem is that we did not consult God 

first.  So often we go to God and ask Him to fix the mistakes in our lives that could have been avoided 

if we had simply asked God for wisdom and not made the mistakes in the first place.   



You jump into the relationship because you are lonely and it seems like a good thing to do at the time 

without asking God “should I be doing this?”  You take the job because you want the money but fail to 

spend time beforehand asking “God, is this your will for my life?”   Any time we ignore God and we 

do not ask for His help or seek His guidance we are in trouble.  When we do not seek His will or 

wisdom for a situation, God just backs off.  He does not barge in, He waits until He is invited. 

 

God says in the words of Burger King, “have it your way. Go right ahead."  Try it on your own and see 

where that leads you.  When you are ready to listen, I will still be here.  That is free will.   

 

Hosea 5:15  Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in 

their misery they will earnestly seek me.  6:1  Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to 

pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 

 

God says ‘I can wait’.  I know my place.  I will go and wait there, but when you need me, I will be 

here.  This is what I see happening in our nation today.  In our pride and arrogance, we are pushing 

God aside, and because of this we are reaping the rewards for our own foolishness.  The good news is 

that God is still there, ready to return if we will only ask Him. 

 

Let me ask you, is there an area in your life where you have failed to listen?  Not just listening to 

God’s word, but also listening to His Spirit.  Where you did not give God your attention?  You rushed 

in and ignored the warning signs?  There was an old TV series called Lost in Space where the robot 

would say “Danger.  Danger Will Robinson…”  There were times they ignored the robot’s advice, and 

paid the penalty for it.  Our nation is doing that now.  Is there an area in your life where you need 

healing today?  God stand ready to help you.  Give Him your attention. 

 

3. Pray Passionately - express your desire with emotion 

 

When we go to God in prayer whether it is a physical, material, spiritual, or emotional need, it should 

be something we are passionate about.  We should express that desire with emotion.  Sometimes prayer 

can become very cut and dried.  You just say the words you always say. There is little thought or heart 

to it.  Again, after 30 years of marriage I have learned that you can say the right words to your spouse 

but still get in trouble if the tone of your voice is off.  It is not just what you say but how you say it that 

is important. 

 

Daniel 9:3 … and pleaded with him in prayer and petition 

 

Daniel did not only engage his head; he also engaged his heart in prayer.  That is important.  We 

understand this principle when it comes to worship.  Worship should be thoughtful but it must also be 

heartfelt.  Our God is an emotional God and He expects us to come to him with all our minds but also 

with all our hearts. 

 

Do any of you remember when you were little and somebody was tickling you and it was fun at the 

start and then it got too much?  Okay, and when you wanted them to stop tickling you go, "Please stop 

tickling me." Then you go, "Please stop tickling me! I can't handle it anymore!" Your passion intensity 

shows how much something matters to you.  You can say “oh, stop it …” or you can say “STOP IT!”  

You see the difference?  Emotion indicates the importance and urgency of the request. 

 



I am not saying that you can manipulate God.  That if you cry and shout that God will give you 

whatever you want.  God is not that kind of parent.  He is not manipulated by our moods.  However, 

emotion is important. 

 

Daniel pleaded with the Lord.  When was the last time you pleaded with God for something?  I did not 

say asked, I said PLEADED.  You asked and then kept asking. 

 

Years ago, when Star Wars the Empire Strikes Back first came out they came out with a Star Wars 

watch that had Yoda on it.  There was a kid who really wanted it for Christmas.  He kept bugging his 

parents.  Night and day he talked about it until they were sick and tired. Finally, during one meal 

together the dad had enough and said "Johnny, we know you want the watch. But if you mention it 

again you are not going to get it."  That shut him up.  Noticing that the table had become silent the 

mom spoke up and said "Hey let’s talk about the Bible. Everybody just share your favorite Bible 

verse."  The older brother quoted John 3:16, “For God so loved the world…” The sister quoted the 

shortest verse in the bible “Jesus wept.”  Jonny just sat there.  Finally the mom asked him, “Jonny, do 

you have a bible verse you can quote?”  He said, "Well, my favorite verse would be Mark 13:37.”  

Curious, the mom asked “What does that verse say”.  Jonny quoted the verse “What I say to you, I say 

to everyone: Watch!” 

 

What is it you are pleading for today?  Daniel was pleading for the restoration of his nation.  When I 

read the paper of watch the news and hear about what is happening in this nation it breaks my heart. 

The church of Jesus Christ in Canada needs to get passionate about what is happening all around us.  

Not just complaining about it and writing mean Facebook posts about it.  We need to get on our knees 

and cry out for the restoration of our nation.   

 

We have to take things seriously.  It says in verse 3 that Daniel prayed fasting, in sackcloth and ashes.  

He was serious.  Are we?  Put God first and pray attentively and passionately. 

 

4. Pray Humbly - confess your sin 

 

Lastly, Daniel prayed humbly.  That means he let God be God.  He wasn’t demanding his way.  He 

was simply recognizing his own sin.  He knew that it was sin that had placed the nation of Israel into 

bondage and it was only God’s grace that would get them out of it.  

 

Daniel 9:4  I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed …5  we have sinned and done wrong. We 

have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws.   

 

The word confess in the Greek is the word HOMOLOGEO.  It means “with one voice.”  It means that 

we declare together with God that sin is sin.  It is to stand in agreement with God.  So, what is it that 

Daniel agreed with God about? 

 

Daniel 9:6  We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, 

our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

 

The nation of Israel had not listened to God, and because of that they were in bondage.  That is what 

happens when we do not listen to God.  Sin always places us in bondage.  That is true of us as 

individuals, but it is also true of us as a nation. Just like there is personal sin, there is also national sin. 

 



2 Chronicles 7:14  if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land. 

 

Notice here that there are conditions.  It says if “my people.”  It starts with the people of God.  This 

promise is for Christians.  It calls us to do 4 things.  First it says “will humble themselves.”  That is 

confession.  Second it says “and pray.”  That means pleading with God, spending time in prayer 

interceding for the needs of the nation.  Third it says “and seek my face.”  That is worship, spending 

time with God.  Fourth it says “and turn from their wicked ways.”  That means that our faith must be 

shown in our actions.  Then God will hear, and will forgive our sins and heal our land. 

 

About 40 years ago the country of Uganda in Africa was on the verge of collapse.  The world had 

written off Uganda as a hopeless case.  Idi Amin declared the country to be an Islamic state and 

proceeded to plunder its wealth.  Tourism disappeared; embassies were closed.  Then came AIDS.  The 

World Health Organization declared that the nation would collapse by 1997 because of AIDS.  In the 

midst of this situation, one man spoke a prophetic vision.  He asked the nation “whose report are you 

going to believe?  The report from the WHO, or God’s word.”  He quoted 2 Chronicles 7:14.   

 

This sparked a nationwide movement of prayer.  They prayed specifically for two things, that God 

would unite them together under His will, and then the powers of darkness over the nation would be 

destroyed.  The results were amazing. 

 

The new president repealed the declaration Idi Amin had made, declaring that Uganda belonged to 

Jesus.  They rededicated the nation to God.  Born again Christians were elected to the highest offices in 

the government.  All public government meeting started and ended with prayer.  Corruption 

disappeared.  They started teaching the bible and biblical values in schools resulting in dramatic moral 

reform.  Uganda became one of the only nations in Africa to have a decreasing AIDS rate.  Inflation 

rates in the country dropped from over 380% to just 6%.  Business and tourism returned.  The country 

is a shining example of what economic recovery can look like. All this happened because of prayer. 

 

We need to be praying for our nation.  I am a fourth generation Canadian.  I love this country, but I am 

so grieved about what it has become.  I had a grandfather who fought in the First World War and 

uncles who fought in the second.  So many died for our freedom, but now we are giving it away. 

 

A few years ago, the Supreme Court of Canada decided that Trinity Western could not grant law 

degrees because they believe that sex outside of biblical marriage is wrong.  A few years later the 

Canadian Government decided that only organizations that agreed with abortion could apply for 

summer job grants.  These organizations were discriminated against solely on the basis of their beliefs. 

 

It is a short hop from “you cannot grant a law degree because you are a Christian” to “you cannot 

practice law because you are a Christian.”  How long before people will have to sign a declaration of 

their beliefs before they can pass the bar to become a lawyer in this country?  If so, then what other 

places in society will being a Christian disqualify us from?  What other basic services will we lose?  

What other basic rights will be lost?  That is what happens when the Charter of Rights only applies to 

you if you believe what the government tells you to believe.  Kids are marched into public school 

auditoriums and told they must stand for the raising of the gay pride flag.  That is what happens when a 

nation legalizes marijuana and you can kill unborn children and old people, but the bible is considered 

hate speech.  You say Pastor Steve, your crazy.  That can never happen in Canada.  It is happening! 



What shocks me the most is not the fact that these things are happening, but that there are so many 

Christians who do not seem to care that they are happening.   We need to wake up.  This is not rocket 

science.  Remove God from schools and what do you get?  Godless schools.  Remove God from the 

nation and what do you get?  A godless nation.  Until Jesus shows up, I do not think things are going to 

change.  

 

The nation of Uganda learned that things can change.  When Christians will wake up and speak out 

against sin, things change.  When they will humble themselves and pray and seek God’s face and turn 

from their wicked ways, then change begins.  Then the healing starts. 

 

However, for healing to happen out there it has to first start here.  Daniel understood this. We have to 

start with the hurt within our own hearts first.  Israel could not go and rebuild Jerusalem and set the 

stage for the coming Messiah until it had first been released from the chains of it’s past.  All you get 

when you sweep the dust under the rug is a tripping hazard. 

 

God has spoken to us through His Word.  He is speaking to us through His Spirit.  It is time to respond 

passionately and humbly.  I know that this church has been through a difficult season.  A few weeks 

ago, Greg felt led to speak this out at the end of the service.   

 

If you have been hurt by this church in the past then I apologize.  I know that the situation with Brent a 

few years ago was painful.  I also know that COVID was hard on this church.  Whether you felt that 

the church acted recklessly or fearfully, I apologize.  I know that it was a very painful season.  In order 

to move forward we need to let go of the things holding us in the past. 

 

2 Chronicles 7:14  if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land. 

 


