
                                                      Prayers of the People    
                                        Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 19, 2023                                                 
                                                 Intercessor: Louise McColl 
 
 
Creating God, we acknowledge that we are on the ancestral land of the Anishinaabe, 
Attawandron and Haudenosaunee people, the Dish With One Spoon Covenant and Huron Tract 
Treaty. We pray that we may always honour those who came before us, giving thanks for their 
stewardship of God’s creation. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God, we pray for Todd our Bishop, Anne our Metropolitan; Linda our Primate; Chris 
National Indigenous Archbishop Elect and Marinez Bishop of Amazonia and Primate of Brazil, 
all Bishops, Priests, Deacons and all who minister in your church. We pray for all who lead 
worship and teach the faith to others; that hearts and eyes may be open to receive the message 
of spiritual health and life. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
Creating God, we pray for the nations living in conflict and with the ravages of natural 
disasters. We pray for peace and stability for the people of the Occupied Territories, Ukraine, 
Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Yemen, Libya, Pakistan, Peru and Brazil. We 
pray that wars may cease. We continue to pray for the people of Turkey and Syria, for all 
involved in recovery and for the survivors that they find adequate shelter, water, food, medial 
attention and the basic necessities of life.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God, we pray that all world leaders, both in their public office and in their private 
lives. We pray for a collective desire for peace and the courage to uphold right values. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
Creating God we pray for this city of Stratford and all communities represented here today. We 
give thanks for the 50 years that L’Arche has been a presence in Stratford. We pray for all 
involved in the work of L’Arche and for those they serve. We pray for those we live and work 
with, that none may be taken for granted or live in a climate of condemnation; but that we may 
all encourage one another in love. 
We pray for all who are served by St. James’ Food Bank, St. Paul’s Connection Centre and St. 
Stephen’s ‘Our House’ initiative, may the community’s eyes be opened to the needs of those 
they serve. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy 
 



Creating God, we stand alongside all those who are suffering, whether in body, mind or spirit, 
and long for your healing and comfort, your strength, and your patience in dark times. Knowing 
that you know their needs we pray for those who have asked us to pray for them: Marilyn, 
Angela, Niki, Rob, Judy, Richard, Mary, Robert, Bob, Heather, David, Stephen, Doug, 
Maribel, Nancy, Anne, Mary Lou, Ann, Paul, Susan, Frank, Norah, Laurie, Bill S., Bruce, 
Jean, Joanny, Mary & Harold, Diane, Devin, Don, Barbara, Trent, Diane and Bob.  
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
Creating God, we pray for those in our St. James family who are celebrating birthdays this 
week: Ellie Monteith, Jan Schonfeldt, Ross Mathison, Mya Denise Parish, Anne Robinson, 
Larry Davis and Herb Klassen. As we celebrate with our friends and families may we never 
lose sight of the fact that many are alone and feel that they have nothing to celebrate. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
We pray for those who have come to the end of their earthly life, have mercy on them. We pray 
for the souls of Bev Barber and Roland. Rhodes. May they rest in peace and rise in glory, may 
light perpetual shine upon them. We pray for all who mourn the loss of a friend or loved one, 
may they find comfort and peace in the love of our Lord. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
“. . . May we never hesitate to give food to those who hunger, compassion to those who suffer, 
attention to those who are abandoned, friendship to those who are lonely Help us to see your 
Son in those who struggle, fall, weep, and get back up. This Lent and always may we be ready 
to help them face any hardship and carry any cross.”* 
Amen 
 
 
*A Deacon Prays, Prayer during Lent 
 
 
 
 


