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WELCOME      
 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that we gather as people 
who live and work and pray on traditional and ancestral land of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian 
Plains. We give recognition to the Blackfoot people past, present, and future, and to the Metis Nation 
of Alberta, Region III. 
 
COMMUNITY LIFE 

Next Sunday is our Southern Area’s turn to provide worship for the synod, and Good Shepherd has 
again participated in the planning and recording. This is the last Southern Area worship service with 
our Dean, Pastor Jeff Decelle from Unity, Medicine Hat, as he has accepted a call to Messiah Lutheran 
in Camrose and will be installed there this coming Saturday. The sermon is by Rev. Matt Gillard, 
Interim Pastor at Redeemer, Hanna. Everyone is welcome to join the service here together in the 
sanctuary or online from home. 
 
Join in Reading and Sharing with Pastor Tom, today at 11 am in the Upper Fireside Room. 
 
The Boundless Compassion women’s study meets next Tuesday, Feb 28, at 1 pm in the Upper Fireside 
Room.  
 
As we gather . . . The theme of sight runs throughout today’s texts, both in terms of how God does not 
see as we see and also in Jesus’ healing of a man born blind. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. 
In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was 
anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the 
light of Christ in our daily lives. 
 
 
We take a moment to prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 19, 2023 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the leader begins.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.        
              
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious and merciful God,          
 
We confess to you the truth of our broken lives. 
We have not trusted your promises or walked in your ways. 
We have hoarded and squandered the gifts of your creation. 
We have failed to welcome the stranger and the outcast, and to make room at the table for the 
homeless and the hungry. 
We have neither worked to release the oppressed nor admitted our own captivities.   
Forgive our sin, heal our lives, and set us free that we might live with your whole creation in the 
justice and joy of your promised future. 
 
God, who is merciful and kind, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,  
hears the cries of all who plead for mercy and, in these last days,  
has sent Christ Jesus to announce the good news of forgiveness and release  
to all who are bound by guilt or broken by shame,  
that they might praise God and serve the world with glad and generous hearts.  
 
For freedom Christ has set us free. 
Thanks be to God!     
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GATHERING HYMN  “Come and Gather” – (refrain and verse 4) 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

 
  



5 
 

“Come and Gather” refrain (reprise as in accompaniment version) 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.          
And also with you!          
 
Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and 
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
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FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13    

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers 
in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the 
Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul. 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 
me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom 
I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the 
city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have 
come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before 
the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are 
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise 
and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – “Return to God” (from NTF) 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL:  John 9:1-41     
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen 
him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were 
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 
But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of 
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the 
blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
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The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents 
of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; 
for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out 
of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to 
God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How 
did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to 
him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 
worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, 
and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN  “Christ, Be Our Light” ELW 715  v 1-4 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
 
Returning to the waters of baptism, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.  
A brief silence.  

God of water and grace, we pray for the church around the globe; for our national church and synods; 
for bishops and pastors, other rostered leaders, musicians, and lay ministers; for all thirsty for your 
word. Draw us in together in unity in the waters of our baptism. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

Lord God who creates all things, we pray for living water; for deep wells and safe sewer systems; for 
acid-free rain and oil-free oceans; for clean and abundant drinking water for every human being. Lord 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Loving God, drench the earth with your peace, so that nations and leaders might work for justice in all 
the world. We bring before you those nations who are now at war or in conflict. Bring an end to 
oppression, religious persecution, and hatred. Grant comfort and safe places to live for refugees. Bless 
relief workers, policy makers and all those who work towards peace in our world. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Living Water of Life, satisfy the thirst of all who long for you; the hungry, the poor, the fearful, those 
divorced or widowed, the lonely and the ill, especially Myrtle, Debi, Arne, Thelma, Pastor Kathy and 
Darcy, Mildred, Eva, Dave, Tiffany, Blair, Corrie, Pastor Dick & Jan, Helene, Patrick, Jack & Shirley, 
Eowen, Grace, Margaret, Clayton, Alan,  Nancy, Shellene, Sheila, Cliff, Cherylee, and Alice, and those 
we name silently now…  (silence).In times of anguish and distress, may they draw deeply from your 
well of hope. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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O God of mercy, bless us your people, shower us all in grace, flood us in Spirit, strengthen us in the 
mission and ministry to which we have been called, in our homes, in our schools and in our work—
wherever you call us into community in our world—may we walk dripping wet in witness and welcome 
to all people who thirst for you. This week we pray especially for Toni & Laurie Winder and Miriam, 
Brayden & Alisha Yanke and the ladies of Creative Fingers. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of love, you gave your only Son as water to a world dying of thirst. By your grace, hear our 
prayers, spoken and unspoken. Give us all to drink of the saving water of life, Jesus Christ, our Saviour 
and Lord. Lord of mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
At this time we prepare for the communion meal.  We sing as we set our table.  
The table is set and the usher brings forward the offering as the song is ending.  
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“Come, Let Us Bring”  Tree of Life, p 13 
 

 
 
 
Let us pray. Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you.  
We joyfully release what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned 
to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The congregation is invited to stand 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and good  
that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you,  
Holy God, mighty and immortal, through Christ, our Lord.  
You bid us return to you and be renewed,  
that your justice may shine like the sun  
and the poor of the earth be lifted up. 
And so with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
“Holy” – Tree of Life  p 14-15 
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Blessed are you, Holy God, our Host, our Feast, our only home. 
You welcome your whole creation to the table of your goodness. 
You came as guest to Abraham and Sarah  
and through them blessed all nations. 
You fed your people Israel manna in the desert  
and answered their pleas with water from a rock. 
You hear the cries of those in need in every time and place. 
 
In the fullness of time you sent your Son, Jesus,  
who, for our sake, became poor  
and made his home among the hungry. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Send now your Holy Spirit upon these gifts and all who share this meal. 
By your Spirit wipe away all tears and mend with mercy what sin has torn  
that we might await Christ’s coming with glad and joyful hearts  
and, at last, feast forever at the Supper of the Lamb. Amen. 
  

Our Father in heaven 
 hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever, Amen. 

 
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
Thanks be to God! 
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Together let us take and eat, the body of Christ given for you  
Together let us take and drink, the blood of Christ shed for you  

 
 
 
Communion Video    
 
“Lamb of God”  Tree of Life  p 17  
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“Amazing Grace” ELW 779  
 

 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION - if communion kits are present 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah 
with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are 
sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this 
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts 
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your 
love. Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  “Christ be our Light”  ELW 715  v 5 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come. 
 
Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
 
 
Go in peace. Serve in love.  
Thanks be to God! We will! 
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