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| was blessed to grow up in a home on a large lakeside property on Vancouver Island.
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Our youth and young adults were able to visit there last summer, and I’'m sure they would agree that it is
one of the most beautiful places you could ever imagine.
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However, | didn’t always feel it was such a blessing.
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Because with a large property comes a lot of work.
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And my parents expected us kids to help with this work.
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Because | was the oldest child, | was often assigned the heaviest tasks.
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And so there were many occasions that | would complain that the division of labor amongst my siblings
was completely unfair.
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| can remember many sunny afternoons when rather than swimming in the lake, | was pushing the lawn
mower across the huge expanse of grass in front of the lake.

WECFFT IS EHRIERY T BOLEMSEIK - a2 B e AR R B -

It was not flat or manicured like some city lawns.
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It was about half an acre (or about 2000 square meters), mostly on a slope, and it was full of bumps from
the roots of the giant trees that surrounded it.
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And while | was asked to mow the hilliest, bumpiest, largest part of the lawn, my younger sisters got to
mow the smaller flat portions, right next to the house.
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The entire arrangement was completely unfair!
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Never mind that it was one of the most beautiful places you could ever work in.
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Never mind that this huge lawn provided room for us to play team sports right in our own front yard.
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Never mind that if | ever got too hot from pushing the mower, | could simply jump in the lake to cool off.
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Never mind that my parents worked much harder than we kids ever did.
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Never mind that my parents provided everything we ever needed.
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Simply because my younger sisters had easier jobs than | did, | was convinced that my circumstances were
completely unfair.
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Woe was me — how unfortunate to be stuck living on large lakefront property!
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How unfair!
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| must admit, when | come to today’s Scripture, | feel much the same.
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My first reaction is “that’s not fair!”.
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Yes, | know that the first workers received what they had agreed upon.
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| know that no one got less than what was agreed upon.
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But how can it be fair that those who worked a full day in the heat of the sun get the same pay as those
who only worked a single hour?!
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If we tried to do this today, someone would surely complain, and the labor relations board would soon be
knocking on our door.
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How can the events in this parable be seen as fair?
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And if the landowner is supposed to represent God, does that mean God is not fair?
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After all, those who receive Christ on their deathbed, even after living a completely selfish life, go to the
same Heaven as someone who spent their entire life serving God faithfully.

APEAEERES AT BRI » B R T 2 ENAVAETE - 2t g —E— LTS
?%J:%‘E’JA £ KEERE -
Is God unfair?
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The thief who died on the cross beside Jesus went to the same Heaven as saints who serve God faithfully
all their lives.
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Is God unfair?
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God is fair.
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But we need to consider carefully what we think is fair.
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If by “fair” we mean treating everyone equally in every way, then the landowner in today’s Scripture is not
fair.
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By that deflnltlon we cannot truly say that God is fair.
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But if by ”fa|r we mean honoring the promises made to each individual, then the landowner, like God, is
completely fair.
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However, God, and this landowner, are not only fair — they are much more than fair.
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In today’s Scripture, what the landowner pays each worker is no trivial amount.
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We read that it was the standard amount for a day’s work.
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The landowner is giving each one the opportunity to feed and house themselves for another day.
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This is grace!
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The landowner doesn’t owe anyone a day’s work.
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Imagine being a laborer in that culture, getting up before daybreak, worried about whether you would find
work in order to feed your family.
g—1 » e bF M —ETA - R AER » #E RS SREFE LIF R 'R -
You would be very excited to get hired early in the morning, because then you wouldn’t need to worry
about your family going hungry.
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You could look forward to returning home with something to share with them.
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Getting hired early would be grace!
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And which is a better way to spend your day?
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Working all day, or, as the landowner says to the last workers hired, “standing here all day long doing
nothing?”
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Being able to work is a grace in itself.
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And making a connection with the landowner was an important opportunity, which gave hope for future
days as well.
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To enter into a relationship with a landowner, and to work with Him, was a gift of grace.
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Whatever the pay, to get hired was much better than standing around doing nothing.
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But this landowner is a little strange.
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He doesn’t seem to hire based on the needs of his own business.
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Instead, he hires people simply because they need it.
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They need employment.
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The landowner simply didn’t want anyone to go hungry.
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And he didn’t want anyone to waste their time being idle.
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He is so generous that he makes sure that everyone gets what they need.
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He honors his contract with the first workers, but notice that the later workers are not told in advance how
much they will be paid.
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No wage is specified until they receive it.
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Those hired later had to simply trust the landowner’s character.
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And when they did, they discovered that he is fair, actually far more than fair.
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This landowner is, in fact, shockingly generous!
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Are we not like those hired late in the day?
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God has not offered us a contract.
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He has instead offered us a covenant relationship with Himself, where He has paid the whole price.
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He offers to us all we need for a flourishing life.
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He offers us abundant life in relationship with Him — now and throughout eternity.
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He does not specify how much work we need to do
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— because we cannot possibly earn what He gives us.
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He simply asks that we join Him by working in his vineyard.
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And that is so much better than standing around doing nothing.
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He offers us a life with purpose.
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A life where we share his grace with others.
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A life where we work alongside Him, in relationship with Him, step by step.
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In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus offers us rest
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-- but He explains that we find this rest by taking his yoke upon us.
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A yoke was a harness for a pair of working animals.
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But Jesus says “my yoke is easy and my burden is light”.
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The reason Jesus’ yoke is easy is because He shares it with us.
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Life with Jesus is a life of service, of working with Him
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— but He does the heavy lifting.
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As we do our part, we get the joy of being able to walk step by step with Him.
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So even if we feel that we are like the workers in the vineyard who worked the whole long day, we get to
work with Jesus.
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He gives us a yoke that fits.
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He gives us work we were meant for.
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We get to walk with Jesus all day long.
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Jesus made a similar point when He gave us the parable of the prodigal son.
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The older brother in that parable complained that unlike his younger brother, he had worked hard and
faithfully all his life. He described it as “slaving”.
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His father answered, “My son...you are always with me, and everything | have is yours”. (Luke 15:31).
SCBEHMtER © " 5 | IRERIFRIEE - FPTERY— RN o 5 (BEIIMES 15:31)

When we think we have worked hard for God’s blessings, God reminds us that we have the unmatched
privilege and joy of being with Him, like a son working with his Father, side-by-side.
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And He freely shares all He has with his us, his children.
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When we look at all God offers us, it’s clear that He is more than fair.
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He offers us complete forgiveness from everything we’ve ever done wrong;
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He offers us a relationship with Him that is closer than any human relationship;
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He offers us a meaningful life serving alongside Him;
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and He offers us unimaginable joy in the life to come.
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And God doesn’t ask us to pay for any of it.
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Rather, like those hired last in today’s parable, all we need to do is trust Him.
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But trusting Him doesn’t mean we stand around “doing nothing”
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— we get to work with Him in his vineyard!
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The problem comes when we stop looking at God, and instead start looking at others.
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If I had looked at all my parents provided for me, including our beautiful lakeside home, and not looked at
what my sisters did,
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| would have had no reason to complain about mowing our lawn, even the entire lawn.
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In today’s Bible story, if the first workers hired had simply ignored how much the other workers were paid,
TES RHVERAEEE F - RS —Ht e AV T SRR 1 HAL T HIHE -

they would have gone home happy, eager to share their earnings with their family.
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Notice what their real protest is — they say to the landowner, “you have made them equal to us.”
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That’s what offends them.
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They look at others, and think they are less deserving.
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But when those others are treated as their equals, they are deeply offended.
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If they had ignored what others were paid, they would have gone home happy.
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But when they saw what others received, suddenly their own fair salary seemed to be too small.
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When they saw how others were treated, their generous employer suddenly seemed unfair.
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When we look at others, we are often tempted to forget the grace shown to us, and sometimes we even
accuse God of being unfair.
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Envy is a dangerous thing.

P E— I Emry S -

It can consume our soul.
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In verse 15, the landowner asks those who were hired first, “Are you envious because | am generous?”

TR 15 8t » REMIPEem AN © T IREBIREFA - REHREL TS 2 |

The word translated as “envious” is literally having an “evil eye”.
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It’s the same word Jesus uses in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6:22-23, when He says,
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“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your

eyes are bad (that is, if you have an ‘evil eye’), your whole body will be full of darkness...”.
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In today’s parable, because of envy, first workers’ eyes have become evil.
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They are in danger of flooding their entire being with darkness
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—the eyes of their hearts are being blinded by envy, so that they can no longer see the blessings of a day’s
work and a day’s wage.
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By comparing themselves to others they are blinding themselves to all the good things they have received.
AR E C B A LREL - ISR T B C - BARIMMIRT S EIRFTE BT EY) -
Comparing ourselves to others can easily lead to envy, which quickly blinds us to God’s grace.

i H CEM A LRI RE A EEEY - BRI (B TE A F] LAy B -

This is why Jesus says “many who are first will be last.” (19:20a).
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You’ll notice that Jesus frames this parable with similar sayings about the first and last switch places.
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When we look around, and think we ought to be ahead of others,
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and instead find out that those less deserving are treated with the same grace that we are, we are tempted
to react with pride.

L B H AR ECGHYA Z BIEL TR R 09 B IR B S S TE -

We start to think we deserve better.
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And thinking we deserve more of God’s grace is the very thing that disqualifies us from receiving it.
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Maybe it’s not that God disqualifies us.
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Pride and envy fill our hearts with darkness, so that we become unable to receive grace.
SRR P CE PRI L Femi s g - M Az U -

Our eye becomes evil; our soul becomes darkened.
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Because of envy, we can no longer see the free gifts of God’s love for what they are.
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We think that somehow God has been unfair, and so we close the door to Him.
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We shut out God, and we shut out his grace.
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This is why those who seem to be first turn out to be last, and how the last turn out to be first.
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Jesus frames this parable with this warning about how his grace will turn things upside down.
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He introduces the parable by warning us that “many who are first will be last, and many who are last will
be first.” (19:30).
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He concludes this parable by saying the inverse: “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” (20:16).
i AR HYEEAR &S A S (bR TSRS > IBEREY - IRFEEAERT © TEATHY - RFEEAEIR T | (20:16).
This is obviously an important point.
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Jesus doesn’t want us to miss out.
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He doesn’t want us to disqualify ourselves from receiving his generous grace.

AT ERFIR LR Z AR R S B -



So He warns us by sharing this parable.
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When we start to think that we deserve God’s grace, or that we deserve it more than others do, then we
miss his grace completely.

ERMFGEZE RN ey R s BB MR N E R - BMmise eehl 1Ay -

On the other hand, when we recognize that we don’t deserve anything, then our hearts are open to
receive the gifts of God’s grace
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— forgiveness, a loving relationship with God, a new sense of purpose for our lives, and one day a warm
welcome into God’s eternal home.
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A heart blinded by envy cannot receive these things.
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So let’s never compare ourself to others.
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Let’s fix our eyes upon Jesus.
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Let’s focus on the overflowing generosity of our loving Heavenly Father.
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When we take an honest look at how much He has given us, and how little He asks of us, we can only say
that He is more than fair.
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