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St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church  
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 19, 2023 

“I am the light of the world, says the Lord;  
those who follow me will have the light of life.” John 8.12 

Welcome 
The Parish of St. Mary the Virgin is a member of the Diocese of 
British Columbia and the Anglican Church of Canada. We are an 
inclusive and welcoming parish: the sacraments of the church 
(baptism, communion and marriage) are available to all people on 
equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. As a parish we 
acknowledge with gratitude that we live, work and play on the 
traditional lands of the Lekwungen peoples. We commit ourselves, 
as a settler church and people, to continue with our First Nations 
hosts on the journey of truth-telling, healing, and reconciliation. 
VISITORS   Welcome! We are delighted that you have joined 
us for worship. 
COMMUNION   All are invited to receive Communion.  
The sacrament will be offered in both kinds (bread and the 
common cup). Regarding the cup: since there has been no 
indication that COVID-19 has spread via swallowing, it is our 
view that properly-distributed wine from the silver chalice poses no 
additional risk to safety. That said, please feel free to receive the 
bread only, and be assured that in the Anglican Church of Canada 
it has always been our tradition that receiving only one of the 
elements is considered full Communion. 
Gluten free wafers for communion are available. Please request it 
from the person who is distributing the bread. 
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10:00am Service 

Minister of Welcome: Chris Moeckl 
Presider & Preacher:  The Rev’d Canon Bill Tarter  
Lay Eucharist Minister: Karen Wilson 
Organist: Curt Bergen 
Musicians:  Bob Gill, St Mary’s Singers 
Server: Nathan Turner 
Live Stream: Graeme Clark, William Turner, Samantha Robbins 

Because the service includes congregational singing, which continues to be a higher-risk activity,  
we thank you for maintaining everyone’s safety by wearing your mask during the worship service 

and remembering to keep a respectful distance from others. 

Note: in the service order, words set in bold italic type are said by the congregation. 

The Community Gathers Before God 

Welcome 

Prelude Christus, der uns selig macht (J.S. Bach) from Orgelbüchlein 
Procession 

The congregation stands as the Choir & Clergy enter in silence. 

Call to Confession 

Note: Especially during Lent, but also at other times of the year, we say or sing the prayer ‘Lord, have mercy. Christ, 
have mercy. Lord, have mercy’—or in its most ancient Greek form, ‘Kyrie eleison’ (pronounced key-ree-ay 
el-lay-ee-zon). This prayer is a recurring theme in both the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, which expresses our 
confidence in a merciful and transforming God. 

Eternal Spirit, Living God, you know the secrets of our hearts. 

 
              Ky    -     ri -  e:     ky       -         ri –  e                e    -     le     -      i     -     son. 
We recognize our brokenness. 

 
         Chri  -     ste:             Chri  -       ste        e   -       lei  -  i   -  son. 
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We trust in your merciful love. 

 
  Ky  -  ri - e:            ky  -  ri - e         e  -     le             -                i    -   son. 

Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Trisagion (707) 

Repeated three times. 

 
The Presider reminds us of God's healing and forgiveness 

Centring Stillness 

Let us hold this moment open to the Spirit of God. 
Silence is kept. 

Collect of the Day 

Holy God, in Jesus Christ you reveal yourself to the world, even when we are blind to your grace. 
Open our eyes to see your transforming love in our midst, so that we may see your world anew; 
through Jesus Christ, the saviour who shows compassion. Amen.  

Propers Working Group (2016) 

The congregation sits 
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The Story of Faith is Proclaimed 

Reading from the New Testament Letters Ephesians 5. 8-14, Pauline Samoszynski 
8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 
9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what 
is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13 but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore 
it says, 
‘Sleeper, awake! 
    Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.’ 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 23 Bob Gill 

 
Music by George Black, © 2000 Anglican Book Centre 

O God, you are my shepherd; 
I shall not be in want. 
You make me lie down in green pastures 
and lead me beside still waters. R. 
You revive my soul 
and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. R. 
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in your house, O God, for ever. R. 
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Gospel Hymn Be Thou My Vision (505) 
1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art  
thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 

3. Riches I heed not, nor the world’s  
 empty praise; 
thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

4. High King of heaven, when victory is won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys,  
 bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Gospel John 9. 1-41 
Before the Gospel is read, the reader says: 

God be with you.  
And also with you. 
The Good News of Jesus according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
1As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man 
nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We 
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 
work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6 When he had said this, he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 
7 saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9 Some were saying, ‘It is 
he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 
10 But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11 He answered, ‘The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then 
I went and washed and received my sight.’ 12 They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do 
not know.’ 
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13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began 
to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I 
washed, and now I see.’ 16 Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does 
not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?’ And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about 
him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 
the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 20 His parents answered, ‘We know that 
this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, 
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 22 His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 
23 Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25 He answered, ‘I do not know whether he 
is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26 They said to him, 
‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27 He answered them, ‘I have told you 
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become his disciples?’ 28 Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.’ 30 The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen 
to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the 
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34 They answered him, ‘You were born entirely 
in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe 
in the Son of Man?’ 36 He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ 
37 Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38 He said, 
‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39 Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement 
so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ 40 Some of 
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the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41 Jesus 
said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your 
sin remains. 
The Gospel of Christ 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Responding to the Word 

Sermon   

Anthem The Lord Is My Shepherd, Maurice Greene 
Affirming our faith The Apostles Creed 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, (+) the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers for ourselves and the world Pauline Samoszynski 
The congregation stands, sits, or kneels. 

Let us pray to the Lord for the strength we need to journey into the future God envisions for us 
and the whole world: 
Jesus, Light of the world, 
scatter the darkness from our hearts and minds. 
In your prayers this week remember those in need of healing and care, including Allison, Bill S., Bonnie & Danny, Chad, Debra, 
Dorothy, Gail, Greg, Jean, Judy J, Kat, Lach, Peter, Robert, Tracy, Vic. In our diocese of islands and inlets, please pray for Anna, our 
Bishop, Lynn, our Metropolitan, and Linda, our Primate, for the congregation of St. Anne & St. Edmund, Parksville. The Territory 
of the People and Interim Bishop Jane Alexander. In the Church further afield, pray for The Anglican Church of Southern Africa. 
Pray for all who are homeless or struggling to make ends meet, and for those who work to help them. Pray for the people of 
Ukraine and Russia who have been at war for the past year. 
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Peace 
The congregation stands 

Walk in his light, that you may become children of light. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
and also with you. 
Remaining in our places, we share signs of Peace with those around us.  

The Sacred Meal Is Shared 
For safety, the Collection Plate has been placed at the back of the church for use as you arrive. It will be moved to the front of the 
church during the Offertory hymn and placed in a location where you may place your gifts as you come to receive Communion. 
Please also consider one of the other means of giving that do not require our volunteers and staff to handle cash and cheques: 
electronic donations on our website via CanadaHelps, or bi-weekly or monthly direct debit donations via our diocesan Electronic 
Collection Plate (details are available in a brochure at the entrance, or on the website: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate). 

Offertory  The King of Love My Shepherd Is (520)
1. The King of love my shepherd is,  

whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
and he is mine forever. 

2. Where streams of living water flow,  
my ransomed soul he leadeth,  
and where the verdant pastures grow,  
with food celestial feedeth. 

3. Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,  
but yet in love he sought me,  
and on his shoulder gently laid,  
and home rejoicing brought me. 

4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
thy rod and staff my comfort sill, 
thy cross before to guide me. 

5. Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and O what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth! 

6. And so through all the length of days 
thy goodness faileth never; 
good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house forever! 

Prayer over the gifts 

God of mercy and compassion,  
your Word calls us home to faith and love.  
Accept all we offer you this day, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

http://www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate
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The Celebration of the Eucharist The Book of Alternative Services, Prayer 4 
The congregation remains standing, as they are able 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right to give you thanks and praise, O Lord, our God, 
sustainer of the universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home; by your will they were 
created and have their being. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill; you made us the stewards of creation. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
But we turn against you, and betray your trust; and we turn against one another. Again and 
again you call us to return. Through the prophets and sages you reveal your righteous law. In 
the fullness of time you sent your Son, born of a woman, to be our Saviour. He was wounded 
for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities. By his death he opened to us the way 
of freedom and peace. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,'  
God of power and 'might,  
Heaven and earth are full,'  
are full of your glo'ry.  
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Blessed is the one who comes'  
in the name of the 'Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest,'  
hosanna in the high'est.     3x 

St Bride Setting, The Iona Community 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night he was 
handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, gave it to 
his friends, and said, “Take this, and eat it: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
In the same way, after supper, he took the cup of wine; he gave you thanks, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Gracious God, we recall the death of your Son Jesus Christ, we proclaim his resurrection and 
ascension, and we look with expectation for his coming as Lord of all the nations. We who 
have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring you 
these gifts. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this offering of your Church, that we 
who eat and drink at this holy table may share the divine life of Christ our Lord. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth and make it your new creation. Gather your 
Church together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, where peace and justice are 
revealed, that we, with all your people, of every language, race, and nation, may share the 
banquet you have promised; through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, all honour and glory 
are yours, creator of all. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray as our Saviour has taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 
Silence is held 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread, 
Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 
Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 
If we have died with him, we shall live with him; 
 if we hold firm, we shall reign with him. 

The gifts of God, for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Communion  
Please follow the direction of the greeters as they invite rows to receive communion. Please maintain a single flow: approach via 
the main aisle and return via the side aisles. If you do not wish to receive communion, but someone else in your aisle wishes to pass 
by you, please exit your pew temporarily to allow them to pass at a safe distance. You are also welcome to approach the presider 
for a blessing only—this is traditionally indicated simply by crossing your hands over your chest as you approach. 

We Are Sent into the World 

Prayer after Communion 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage; may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our 
prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt.  

Affirmation 

The congregation stands 

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory 
to God, from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Community Notes 

Blessing  
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Hymn King of Glory, King of Peace (345) 
1. King of glory, King of peace, 

I will love thee; 
and that love may never cease, 
I will move thee. 
Thou hast granted my request, 
thou hast heard me; 
thou didst note my working breast, 
thou hast spared me. 

2. Wherefore with my utmost art 
I will sing thee, 
and the cream of all my heart 
I will bring thee. 
Though my sins against me cried, 
thou didst clear me; 
and alone, when they replied, 
thou didst hear me. 

3. Seven whole days, not one in seven, 
I will praise thee; 
in my heart, though not in heaven, 
I can raise thee. 
Small it is, in this poor sort 
to enrol thee: 
even eternity's too short 
to extol thee.  

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

Postlude Fantasia in c BWV 562, J.S. Bach 
The musical postlude is a part of worship, extending the beauty of holiness so that the congregation can remember and give 
thanks for our encounter with God’s Word as it has been experienced this day. You are invited to use this time for reflection, 
remaining seated. 

1701 Elgin Road, Victoria, BC V8R 5L7 
250-598-2212  •  info@stmarysoakbay.ca 

www.stmarysoakbay.ca 

 Incumbent: The Reverend Canon Craig Hiebert 
  incumbent@stmarysoakbay.ca 
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 Parish Administrator: Marianne McGahon, admin@stmarysoakbay.ca  
 Honorary Associate: The Reverend Dr. John Macquarrie 
  jmacquarrie@stmarysoakbay.ca 
Lyrics and Music of hymns reprinted with permission of OneLicense.net License #A-711821—Copyright Cleared Music for Churches and © 2003, ABC Music Co., 
all rights reserved. 
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