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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT 
If you are a newcomer, please identify yourself to the sidespersons or priest 

so we can welcome you and help you to enjoy the service. 

We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. 
We commit ourselves to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the 

journey of healing, truth, and reconciliation. 

Reverend Ingrid Andersen preaches & presides. 
This service is being broadcast live on the Internet.  

By attending this morning, you acknowledge and consent to the fact that video 
images of you may appear there. 

 

10:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist  
New Zealand Book of Common Prayer 

 
Lay Eucharistic Minister is Mike Armstrong 

Sidespeople are Marlyn Butler & Sharon Crews  
Director of Music is Nell Howard 

 
Introit: Come Unto Me and Wait      Bill & Linda Van Sickle 

 
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Leader: As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and 
Esquimalt nations, on whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. 
We acknowledge their story and their stewardship of the land and water, 
the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their 
home in recent years—the community of faith known as Church of the 
Advent.  Let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Grace and peace to you from God. God fill you with truth and joy. 
The Lord be with you. The Lord bless you.  
This is the day which the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Sentence of the Day: I am the light of the world, says the Lord: those who 
follow me will have the light of life. 
 



3 

 

 

Opening Hymn: CP 388 Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken 

 
Collect of the Day: Almighty God, through the waters of baptism your Son 
has made us children of light. May we ever walk in his light and show 
forth your glory in the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED 

 
Chat @ the Chancel:   
 
Hymn: MV 92  Like A Rock 
© 1999 Borealis Music 

Like a rock, like a rock, God is under our feet. 
Like the starry night sky God is over our head. 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before. 
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God ev-er-more. 
 
THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 
Hear the teaching of Christ: you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength. This is the first commandment. And a second is this: 
You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
Spirit of God, search our hearts. 
  
A NEW COMMANDMENT 
Hear the teaching of Christ: a new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. 
Spirit of God, search our hearts. 
 
God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent, 
turn to Christ in faith and are themselves forgiving. 
In silence we call to mind our sins. 
 
Silence 
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Let us confess our sins. 
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, 
in the wrong we have done and in the good we have not done. 
We have sinned in ignorance: we have sinned in weakness: 
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. 
Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake, 
and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
The Absolution  
Through the cross of Christ, 
God have mercy on you, 
pardon you and set you free. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
God strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in life eternal. Amen. 
 
The peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
The word of Christ dwell in us richly. 
 
The Proclamation 
 
First Reading: 1st Samuel 16:1-13    Linda Van Sickle 
The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I 
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a 
king among his sons.’ Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will 
kill me.’ And the LORD said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come 
to sacrifice to the LORD.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 
what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 
you.’ Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come 
peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; 
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  When they came, he 
looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the 
LORD.’ But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does 
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not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks on the heart.’ Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before 
Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.’ Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.’ 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘The LORD has not chosen any of these.’ Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your 
sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 
the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not 
sit down until he comes here.’ He sent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, ‘Rise and 
anoint him; for this is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD 
came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and 
went to Ramah.  
 
For the Word of God in scripture,  
For the Word of God among us,  
For the Word of God within us,   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 23   BAS      Page 731 
 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; * I shall not be in want. 
 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *  
and leads me beside still waters. 
 
3 He revives my soul *  
and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake. 
 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 
evil; * for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.    
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Second Reading:   Ephesians 5:8-14    Mary Wills 
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 
children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.’  
 
For the Word of God in scripture,  
For the Word of God among us,  
For the Word of God within us,   Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Hymn: VU 371 Open My Eyes, That I May See 
 
Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. 
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear; 
and while the wave-notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear. 
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share. 
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
The Gospel today is in the form of a play written by Rev. Ingrid 
 
Gospel Reading: John 9: 1-41                Rev. Ingrid Andersen 
 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so 
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that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him 
who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The 
neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 
‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ 
Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am 
the man.’ But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He 
answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said 
to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’  
 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now 
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then 
the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said 
to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ Some of 
the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?’ And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, ‘What 
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a 
prophet.’   The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 
received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received 
his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know that this is 
our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now 
he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 
speak for himself.’ His parents said this because they were afraid of the 
Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to 
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 
said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’   So for the second time they called the man 
who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that 
this man is a sinner.’ He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. 
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ They said to him, 
‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I 
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ Then they reviled him, 
saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that 
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God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him 
and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.’ They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in 
sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.   Jesus heard 
that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the 
one speaking with you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped 
him. Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do 
not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ Some of the 
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are 
we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now 
that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.   
 
(Please be seated after the reading) 
 
Sermon: Discussion led by Rev. Ingrid Andersen 
 
(Please stand as you are able) 
 
The Apostles Creed:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Prayers of the People:                                                                  Mike Armstrong 
(Please be seated for the prayers)   
 
Each petition will end with: We pray to you Lord. 
Please respond with:  Lord have Mercy. 
 

The Ministry of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace: (Please stand as you are able for the Peace) 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you! 
 
We are the body of Christ. 
By one Spirit we were baptised into one body. 
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ. 
 
Offertory Hymn: MV 182 Grateful 
© 2003 Tom Tomaszek 
 

Refrain: Grateful for the life you give us, thankful for your Holy Son, 
joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love. 
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, thankful for your Holy Word, 
joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you. 
 
You are more than we imagine, ancient, Holy, Living Lord. 
Even when we doubt your presence you are faithful to your word. Refrain 
 
May our lives proclaim your justice, may our voices sing your praise. 
May our hands work in your service to the glory of your name. 
  
Refrain: Grateful for the life you give us, thankful for your Holy Son, 
joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love. 
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, thankful for your Holy Word, 
joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you. We will praise you Lord. 
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Prayer over the Gifts: Spring of life and Source of goodness, 
receive all we offer you this day, and bring us to the living water, 
Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord is here. God’s Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise through Christ your only Son. 
You are the source of all life and goodness; 
through your eternal Word 
you have created all things from the beginning 
and formed us in your own image; 
as humanity you created us. When we sinned and turned away 
you called us back to yourself 
and gave your Son to share our human nature. 
By his death on the cross, 
he made the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world 
and freed us from the bondage of sin. 
You raised him to life triumphant over death; 
you exalted him in glory. In him you have made us a holy people 
by sending upon us your holy and lifegiving Spirit. 
  
Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, 
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 
 
MV 203  O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space. 
All earth and sea and sky above bear witness to your grace.  
Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation sings your praise.  
And blessed in the One who comes and bears your name always!  
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All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; on the night before he died 
your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you thanks, 
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body 
which is given for you; do this to remember me. After supper he took the 
cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them and said: Drink 
this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink 
it, to remember me. 
 
Glory to you, Lord Christ; your death we show forth; 
your resurrection we proclaim; your coming we await; 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus. 
 
Therefore loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, 
his suffering and death, his resurrection and ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate our redemption with 
this bread of life and this cup of salvation. 
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
which we offer through Christ our great high priest. 
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive 
may be to us the body and blood of Christ, and that we, filled with the 
Spirit’s grace and power, may be renewed for the service of your 
kingdom. United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and 
heaven, we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise.                                   
 
VU 960  Lord’s Prayer:    
As Christ teaches us, we sing 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s Table. If you prefer not to receive 
communion but prefer to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over 
your chest. Gluten-free bread is available upon request. 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread. 
 
Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him;  
 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen. 
 
The Invitation: 
Draw near and receive the body and blood of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ in remembrance that he died for us. 
Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
The Communion:  
 
Communion Anthem: Give Me Jesus             
 
(Please stand as you are able for the Prayer after Communion) 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
Father, through your goodness we receive your Son in word and 
sacrament. May we always have faith in him, Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your 
children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name. 
Amen 
 



13 

 

 

Doxology: Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING FORTH 

Shared Ministry: 
 
Birthdays & Anniversaries: 
 
Commissioning Hymn: CP 506  Lord of All Hopefulness 
 
Choir:  Lenten Benediction: Be At Peace 
 
Commissioning:  
Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace Amen.  
We go in the name of Christ 
 

All music reprinted under OneLicense.net#A-712884 
The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia 

 
INTERCESSIONS 

TODAY WE PRAY 
 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of 
South Africa. Here in the Western, Peninsula and Gulf Islands we pray for 

The Parish of St. Michael and All Angels, Royal Oak. 
 

We pray for our spiritual leaders especially Linda our Primate, Lynne 
our Metropolitan, Anna our Bishop, Ingrid our Priest, and all those who 

minister in and through our church. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
 

We pray for Mona, Maurita, Cameron, Kayla, Nancy, Ann, Peter, Gary & 
Dayle, Sharon, Kate, Cheryl, Greg, Christopher, Neil, Dianne, Caleb, Jim, 

Brandon, Jo, the residents and staff of all Care Residents in Victoria, and any 
others you may wish to name either aloud or silently in your hearts. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Mar 21 -  Lent Course   - no Lent course 
Mar 28 – Lent Course Session 4 
Mar 19 -  Jazz Vespers 
Mar 22 -  Ladies Guild Luncheon @ Noon 
Mar 26 – Police Chorus Concert 2 PM 
Apr    1 -  Taizé Service  5PM 
Apr    3 – Lent Course Session 5 
Apr    4 -  Lent Course Session 6 
Apr    6 -  Agape Meal 5:30 & Maundy Thursday Service 7 PM 
April 7 -  Good Friday 
Apr    9 – Easter Sunday 

 
SHARED MINISTRY 

 
Police Chorus Concert – March 26th, 2023 
The Church of the Advent is pleased to welcome back and present The 
Greater Victoria Police Chorus in concert on March 26th, 2023! 
Tickets are now available for purchase at the office $25.00 or at the door. 
 

Parish Library: This Week’s Top Shelf 

For children (ages 4-7): Sally Lloyd-Jones, The Jesus Storybook Bible. 

For adults: John Baycroft, The Eucharistic Way. 

Max Lucado, He Chose the Nails: What God Did to Win Your Heart. 

William Grimbol, The Grace of Hope: Meditations and Prayers. 

Bruce Bickel. God is in the Hard Stuff: Where to Turn When the Going Gets 

Tough. Marcus Borg & John Dominic Crossan. The Last Week: What the 

Gospels Really Teach About Jesus’ Final Days in Jerusalem.   

 

ALREADY? Yes, it’s that time of year! 

As you have noticed, our famous little brown envelopes for flowers are here 

again. As you may or may not be aware, your Altar Guild receives no money 

for flowers except from YOU, our wonderful parishioners. We ask for your 

support in purchasing flowers for Easter. We are asking only for a small 

contribution of whatever you have in your pockets! Please help us with this 

special ministry. Thank you so much. Your Altar Guild 

https://www.greatervictoriapolicechorus.com/
https://www.greatervictoriapolicechorus.com/
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Jazz Vespers 

March 19.  Don’t miss the Chris Millington Band at Jazz Vespers here at the 

Church of the Advent on Sunday, March 19th at 7 PM! Come and be blown 

away by Chris Millington on sax, Morry Stearns on piano, Bradley Clarke on 

drums, and Ryan Tandy on bass. Jazz Vespers - start your week right. 

 

Garage Sale Team Invitation 

Our Garage Sale is happening on Saturday, May 6th. Many parishioners in 

the past have been involved in everything from planning and publicity to 

setting up the week before, working at the sale and cleaning up afterwards. 

We would love to invite you to be involved! To help with the overall 

planning, we would like to develop a small team to coordinate the sale this 

year. If you are interested in being part of the team, please contact Linda 

Van Sickle or Mary Wills. 

 

Celtic Eucharist – A new Celtic Eucharist Service is now held on Wednesdays 

at 10 A.M.   All are welcome. 

 


