
 

From Pastor Denise  

As we begin a new calendar year, I look forward to another year of 

ministry together. I am feeling more energy around Trinity these 

days.  We have a great staff who is dedicated to our ministry together.  I 

am enjoying connecting with people in worship and other gatherings that 

happen during the week.  

One of my goals this coming year is to visit with current members more 

often – not only those who are homebound or in nursing facilities or in 

the hospital – but with everyone.  

I also look forward to some new enhancements in worship. In February, as you read in one of Aron’s articles, we 

will be getting a screen in the sanctuary. I look forward to being able to share short videos during our mission 

moments, to put our hymn lyrics up on the screen and to share art and photos during sermons. I’ve been enjoying 

the Sunday School, choir and bell ensemble these last few months, and I hope you have, too.  

I’m also brainstorming more ways to engage in ongoing faith formation and Bible Study. One I’m anticipating in 

the summer of 2023 is sharing with you my Paul Pilgrimage trip that I’ll be taking in April after Easter. I’m going 

with Way to Lead, an organization out of the ELCA in Texas. A group of us - from all over the world, actually - 

will be traveling to Turkey and Greece as we trace the steps of Paul as he planted churches throughout the 

Mediterranean world. I look forward to sharing my learnings with you all. Many thanks to the Trinity Lutheran 

Endowment Fund for partially funding this opportunity.  

And finally, I look forward to continuing our outreach into our neighborhood and community. Building on our 

relationships with Lakeview Elementary School, South Milwaukee Human Concerns, Eras Senior Network and 

All People’s Church; continuing our Ministry of Encouragement ministry and events that are becoming known in 

our neighborhood like the Pet Blessing, Sundaes on Sunday and the Halloween Event.  Relationship building 

takes a lot of time, and we are starting to see the fruit of our patience.  

An opportunity coming up on January 28 is the “Together in Mission” event held by the Greater Milwaukee 

Synod every year. This event is open to everyone. It’s a chance to gather with people from across the Greater 

Milwaukee Synod and learn about the ministries we do together. It’s also a chance to learn and grow leadership 

skills. I will be there and invite you to join me. Registration is $15 and includes lunch. It will be held at Cross 

Lutheran in Menomonee Falls. You can find out more information and register here 

https://milwaukeesynod.org/event/together-in-mission-2-2/  

I look forward to 2023 with all of you as we engage in the ministry God calls us to here at 5th and Marshall.  

 

Peace be with you,  

Pastor Denise 
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From our President 

Hello Trinity Family, 

 

God’s peace be with you in this upcoming new year. I’m thankful for everything that Trinity has done in 2022 

and I am very hopeful for the year to come. Thank you all for being a part of my family of faith.  

 

Pastor Denise often tries to get us to recognize the “God moments” in our lives. I don’t think that we’re always 

good at recognizing these moments because we think it should look like one of the miracles that we often read 

about in the Bible. In reality those moments are often more subtle and not as recognizable unless you’re paying 

attention. Let me share some of my moments with you. 

 

When my family and I were “church shopping” about eight years ago, Trinity was a clear choice to us. We enjoyed 

how active, friendly and welcoming Trinity was. It just “felt right”! As we became members and started building 

connections with all of you, it became more and more obvious that we had made the right choice. As time goes 

along God keeps reminding me of that with my own “God moments.”  

 

There have been two very unlikely connections with people at Trinity related to my work. I work for a company 

in Franklin named Krones. A few years ago Sarah Brooks made a connection through Facebook with a person 

that I work with. It doesn't seem that weird on the surface, but you need to know that Krones hired him from Italy 

to work for us. How could Sarah Brooks and I make a connection with someone from Italy? Well, it turns out that 

Sarah had his children as students because she taught English as a second language. I recognize this as a “God 

moment” for sure. More recently, Nicole Ferrell was reviewing one of our monthly Tidings with her husband and 

he saw my name. He recognized my name and realized that we work together.  Nicole lives pretty far from South 

Milwaukee but happened to find her way to our church as our Communications and Office Manager. Although 

she doesn’t live in the area, she somehow has a husband that works with me. I also recognize this as another “God 

Moment.”  

 

A few years ago, I was talking with my now 94-year-old grandma  who has Alzheimer's disease. I was talking 

about a few different topics while catching up with her. While we were talking I mentioned that we were members 

of Trinity and saw a surprised look on her face. She then went on to tell me that she was born at that location. Not 

born at Trinity, of course, but born at a house that used to be there. To be honest, I thought she was having a 

forgetful moment and just played along so that she didn’t feel bad. Fast forward a few years when we had to move 

her into a nursing home. We were helping to pack her things when we stumbled across her birth certificate. At 

that time I had forgotten all about the story that she had told me but somehow was still drawn in to read her birth 

certificate. While I was reading, I noticed the address was 2507 5th Ave. The memory of her story came rushing 

back to me. Sure enough, my grandma, who has Alzheimer’s, was right! She was born on the land that we now 

worship on.  

 

God moments are very special when you see them. The above “God moments” are a bit more unlikely connections 

but I often see these moments with our own congregation. Whether it’s people connecting in our narthex, people 

finding us by means of our online service, or people telling their stories during our river of life milestones, these 

moments are everywhere and make connections that help us all grow closer as humans. God is everywhere! Let’s 

continue to pay attention to these moments. Connections with other people through these moments are the best 

gifts in our lives on earth.  

 

Peace be with you all, and I wish you a happy new year! 

Aron Miller 

 

 

 

 



 

Annual Game Day Sunday 
Submitted by Joanna Miller 

 

The Cross Generational Ministry Team will be hosting another game day on Sunday, January 29 from 11:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided.  Please bring your appetite, a favorite game, and join in on the fun! 

 

Restaurant Meet Up  
Submitted by Cindy Felicki 

 

In December the Restaurant Meet Up group enjoyed a meal at Olive Tree 

Café and a performance of “Miraculous”. The next Restaurant Meet Up 

will be Saturday, January 14. We will meet at 6:30 p.m. at Atwood 

Hwy BBQ Company LLC, 925 Madison Ave, South Milwaukee. If 

anyone needs a ride call Cindy Felicki @ 414-241-4742, or 

cfelicki@yahoo.com. Sign up in the narthex, or online at 

https://tinyurl.com/restaurantmeetup 

 

 

December Restaurant Meet Up at Olive Tree Cafe. 

 

 “The Chosen” Season 2 

We continue our viewing and discussion of “The Chosen” television show about Jesus and his disciples. Our 

group is finding this show to be especially engaging in helping us think about our faith in new ways as we see 

Jesus and the disciples portrayed in new ways. Join us for one or for all.  

We will meet at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, January 4 for The Christmas Special. 

 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers and recently hospitalized 

June Parsley, Karen Claffey, Laura (Karen Claffey’s daughter), Elaine Weber, Tom (Ray & Alice Grant’s son), 

Lowell Ergen, Lidia Amonson, Sarah Koers (Erik Brooks' sister), Toni (Greg Buck’s sister), Ann Zander, Theresa 

Torkelson, Carol (Ron Smith's sister with ALS), Paul Johnson, Jan Tillman, Bruce Warwick, Steve Mueller, Rene 

Navarro, Paul Sevald and family, Shorty Zylka, Bruce Peacock, Carolyn Onsager family, Paul (Debbie Johnson’s 

son), Josh Hiett (Shirley Komasa’s son), and David Page. 

 

Winter Book Read  
 

Our Winter Book Read is The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming by Henri 

J. M. Nouwen. 

We will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 21, 2023 at Mimosa (9405 S 27th St, 

Franklin).  

A chance encounter with a reproduction of Rembrandt’s The Return of the Prodigal Son 

catapulted Henri Nouwen on an unforgettable spiritual adventure. Here he shares the 

deeply personal and resonant meditation that led him to discover the place within where 

God has chosen to dwell. (from Amazon.com) 
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Readings for January 2023 

January 1, 2023 – Genealogy of Jesus – First Sunday of Christmas 

Matthew 1:1-17 and Psalm 132 

 additional reading:  Compare the genealogy in Luke 3:23-38; Matthew chapters 1 and 2 

 

January 8, 2023 – Jesus’ Baptism – Baptism of Our Lord 

Matthew 3:1-17 and Psalm 2 

 additional reading: Compare Jesus’ baptism in Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22; John 1:19-34 

 

January 15, 2023 – Tempted in the Wilderness – Second Sunday of Epiphany 

Matthew 4:1-17 and Psalm 91 

 additional reading: Compare with Luke 4:1-13 and Mark 1:12-13 

 

January 22, 2023 – Beatitudes – Third Sunday of Epiphany 

Matthew 5:1-20 and Psalm 1 

 additional reading: Compare with Luke 6:20-26 

 

January 29, 2021 – Treasure in Heaven – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany – Hymn Sing 

Matthew 6:7-34 and Psalm 20 

 additional reading: Compare the Lord’s Prayer with Luke 11:1-4 

 

Altar Flowers for January 
 

January 1 Mark & Karen Sostarich; ** 

January 8 **; ** 

January 15 **; ** 

January 22 **; **  

January 29 **; ** 

 

The bouquets are $20 each. Please sign up on Signup Genius tinyurl.com/TrinityFlowers or contact the church 

office. You can also sign up on the board outside the church office. (**) means nobody has signed up. You may 

pick up your flowers, or call to arrange delivery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter of Appreciation – 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Youth and Family News 

Submitted by Ray Bergwin and Alyssa Olson 

 

Concert for All! 
We are bringing a new exciting worship experience to Trinity that you won’t want to miss! On January 15, we 

welcome singer/songwriter Rachel Kurtz to lead us in uplifting songs of faith. The whole Greater Milwaukee 

Synod will be invited to visit us as well, so we can share in this musical gift together. 

Our teens and others from the synod will gather together on January 14 for a lock-in full of fun, friends, and faith, 

and then join us Sunday morning as Rachel leads us in song. Last summer, some of us got to experience Rachel’s 

music as we worshiped together at the synod Gathering; we’re so excited to be able to experience it again!  

 

Want a sneak peek? Check out her music at rachelkurtz.com 

 

Hat, Sock, and Mitten Tree (winter giving) 
The Hat, Sock and Mitten Tree is set up in the narthex awaiting your donations of gloves, mittens, socks, scarves, 

earmuffs, hats, caps, or other cold weather clothing (purchased or homemade). These donations will be delivered 

to South Milwaukee Human Concerns in two deliveries - one before Christmas and one after the New Year. Thank 

you all for supporting this annual effort. 

  

Winter Break 
Sunday school and confirmation classes will be off from December 25-January 2. 

  

Reuse and Recycle 
As you tidy up after the holidays, keep an eye out for materials you can share with our education ministries. We 

would especially like the fronts of religious cards (scenes of shepherds, manger, wise men, etc.), small 

baskets/trays/boxes made of natural materials, and old calendars with pictures. These can be left on the table in 

room 110.  

If you have other supplies, such as art supplies or books, that you’d like to share, please talk to Alyssa first. 

 

Christmas Program Thanks 
We give many thanks to all who planned, participated, and attended our annual Sunday School Christmas 

Program!  This year’s Sunday School Christmas Program was presented at 5 p.m. on Saturday, December 17 and 

9:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 18 during the Worship Service. The program was presented by the 3 Year Old 

through Middle School Classes and was combined with the church service. It was so wonderful to have our kids 

and adults sharing the story together. We especially loved seeing all of our older friends having fun with the 

costumes and getting into character. 

Thank you! 

  

Blessings for the New Year! 

 

 

 

 

Council did not meet in December. 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 



Financial Update for December 

Submitted by David Hahn 

Financial Update for November: November was another okay month but we still had a deficit.  

1. Net income for the month was -$2,884. Year-to-date deficit is increased to -$24,317. 

2. Based on our budget projections, year-to date income continues to show an increase and expenses are 

also down slightly. Thank you Trinity for your gifting support of our ministries.   

3. We did have $2,347 in additional income thanks to the Craft Fair and bake sale. 

4. We are counting on December to help us reduce some of our deficit.  December has historically been a 

catch up month to end the year. 

 Two Important Messages; 

1. For 2023 budgeting, a lot depends on the response we receive from the pledge campaign. Right now, 

we are $35,000 short in pledged income compared to the total from last year. If you have already 

pledged, thank you very much. If you have not turned in your pledges, please do so before year end. 

As stated last month, your pledges will be a very big part in determining what ministries remain active.  

2. Although our year-to-date deficit is quite a bit less than what we budgeted for, we anticipate having a 

large deficit to cover at year end. One of the ways to help us reduce this number is with your generous 

gifting in December. Whatever additional financial gifts you are able to share with Trinity will help 

us reduce the amount of reserve funds needed to cover any deficit.  

Project Uplift: The balance in the account is $37,478. Income was $848. 

Stories to Share: Exciting new things happened for the Christmas program on December 17 and 18! Congregants 

at both services and on-line enjoyed all the hard work our Sunday school students and staff put into our special 

musical worship! This was a wonderful collaboration between our education and music ministries made possible 

by your gifting support. There was also a Thrivent Action Team Grant that helped support the finances for this 

event. 

 

                                              
 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

STAFF 

 

Rev Denise M.H. Mbise 

Pastor 

262-930-8267 

pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net 
 

Nicole Ferrell 

Communications & Office Manager 

officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

 

Lisa Maxfield 

Music Director 

choirtlcsm@sbcglobal.net  

Gary Wood 

Organist 

cadphael@mac.com 

 

Karel Suchy 

Saturday Keyboardist 

karel@studio1259.biz 
 

Alyssa Olson 

Youth, Family & Education Director 

youthdirtlcsm@sbcglobal.net  

COUNCIL OFFICERS 

 

Aron Miller* 

Council President 

aronmiller1@yahoo.com  

Tammy Woodbury* 

Council Vice President 

woodbury3131@gmail.com 

 

Lois Lukas* 

Council Secretary 

loisj3349@gmail.com   

Alice Grant* 

Council Treasurer 

alicegrant18@gmail.com 

     MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 

 

Eileen Kelley* 

Caring/Outreach Ministry Team 

kelleyblackmon2@gmail.com  

Lori Zingsheim* 

Cross Generational Ministry Team 

loriz6113@gmail.com 

 

Sharon Schraith 

Education Ministry Team 

sharon.schraith@yahoo.com  

Mike Radtke* 

Finance Ministry Team 

radtke22@hotmail.com 

 

Bob Iversen* 

Caring/Outreach Ministry Team 

riversen@wi.rr.com  

Steve Mueller 

Property Ministry Team 

swm755@gmail.com 

 

Patty Rosek-Johnson 

Stewardship Ministry Team 

patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com  

Daryl Klute 

Worship and Music Ministry Team 

dklute@wi.rr.com 

* denotes Council member 

CHURCH TEAMS AND COMMITTEES 

 

Sandy Mueller 

Mutual Ministry Team 

drsandymueller@gmail.com  

Sarah Brooks 

Communications Team 

scbrooks5@gmail.com 

 

David Hahn 

Thrivent Member Group 

jdhahn@earthlink.net  

Gary Zander 

Trinity Lutheran Endowment Fund  

gzander@wi.rr.com 
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January 2023 TIDINGS 

For more information about our congregation, please visit our website 

at www.tlcsm.org. 

 

       
 

In person worship at 5:00 p.m. Saturday 

In person and live stream worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School 3-year-olds – 8th grade at 8:45 a.m. 

          High School at 10:30 a.m. 

Church office Hours: Monday & Thursday 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Contact Us 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

2507 5th Avenue 

South Milwaukee, WI 53172 

 

414-762-6626 

pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

www.tlcsm.org 

www.facebook.com/tlcsm 
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