
 

From Pastor Denise  

As Advent begins each year and we begin to look again to Christmas and 

Epiphany, we are reminded of “Emmanuel” – God with Us. The Word 

that became flesh and dwelt among us. The light that is coming into the 

world. The fancy theological word we use is “Incarnation” – God 

choosing to come to earth as a human being, God choosing to come to us 

each day through the power of the Holy Spirit and Christ, God choosing 

to be with us into the future – bringing hope and joy. These are all pictures 

of how I’ve seen God incarnate among us in the past couple years. As I share images, I invite you to share pictures 

with Trinity of where you’ve seen God present in your lives.  You can e-mail pictures to me at 

pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net or to Nicole in the office at officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net. We will use them in upcoming 

Tidings. May God reveal himself to you this Advent season, Pastor Denise 
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From our President 

Hello Trinity Family, 

 

I’m excited to head into the Advent season and prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. As I think about 

Jesus, I think about a man who brought hope, love and healing into the world. I think this world could definitely 

use more Jesus in it right now, and it makes me wonder what we could do differently to support that in the 

upcoming year. This time of year is a great time to re-center in our Christian faith, get together with family and 

ultimately reflect on the past year.  

 

As I reflect on the past year, I think about what we’ve accomplished. In doing so, I feel that we’ve made some 

good progress. The Pandemic definitely hurt some of the TLC momentum and energy that we’ve had in the past 

and scattered us a bit. Over the last year I’ve seen that slowly coming back. I think that people are starting to 

feel comfortable reaching out for new things around them which has brought a few new people to our TLC 

family. This definitely gives me hope. Some things that I see being most successful in our outreach efforts are 

not related to typical evangelism but rather meeting people where they are – just reaching a hand out to others to 

let them know that we’re there for them and letting them ask the questions. Being a “pushy salesperson” is not 

what people want from us and ultimately will drive them away.  

 

I’ve really been inspired by the outreach of our online service, our sundaes on Sunday event, our trick-or-

treating event, our mission of encouragement, our ashes-to-go, and our new craft fair. The most important part 

of our new craft fair is that it gives our neighbors a low-stress way to check us out. I feel very encouraged by 

this new event and would like to thank Patty Rosek-Johnson for taking the lead on this! This is a sustainable 

event that we can be known for in our community.  

 

As we head into the Advent season, let's all try to think of other ways that we can be welcoming to those who 

enter our space. Try to think of other easy ways to open our doors to the community around us. Try to think of 

more ways that we can be like Jesus and let those around us feel his love. I would love to hear your thoughts. 

 

Peace be with you all, and Merry Christmas! 

Aron Miller 

 

 

 



 

Restaurant Meet Up  
Submitted by Cindy Felicki 

 

In November the Restaurant Meet Up group enjoyed a Friday fish 

fry at Joe’s “K” Ranch. The next Restaurant Meet Up will be 

Saturday, December 10 at 11:30 a.m. We will meet at Olive Tree 

Café, 3570 E Puetz Ave, Oak Creek. After we enjoy a meal together 

we will proceed to Oak Creek Assembly of God for a free 

performance at 2:00 p.m. of “Miraculous”.  If anyone needs a ride 

call Cindy Felicki @ 414-241-4742, or cfelicki@yahoo.com. Sign 

up in the narthex, or online at https://tinyurl.com/restaurantmeetup 

and https://tinyurl.com/MiraculousPerformance. 

 

November Restaurant Meet Up at Joe’s “K” Ranch. 

 

Eras Holiday Gift Giving 
 

Eras Senior Network is excited to work with the community to fill up to 900 self-sufficiency gifts for seniors 

and adults with disabilities living on a fixed income. Recipients living in Milwaukee County and Waukesha 

County must be current clients of Eras and have a demonstrated need for the gifts. Due to COVID-19, we are 

focusing on the most basic needs. Please consider supporting them. Donation deadline is Monday December 12. 

For more information and to donate visit https://eras.org/donate/holiday-giving-program/.  

 

Children’s Hospital Foster Care Christmas Gift Drive 

Submitted by Eileen Kelley 
 

The Caring/Outreach Team is collecting gifts for children in the foster care program. There are gift tags pinned 

to a board in the narthex for children ranging from toddler to twelve years of age. Please bring your unwrapped 

gift to church by Sunday December 18. 

 

Snow Removal Team 
Submitted by Stan Druckrey 
 

Part of our mission here at Trinity is to be welcoming and empowering. Have you ever thought of show shoveling 

as part of our mission to be welcoming? Or that removing the snow empowers people to be part of the community? 

It definitely is, as we seek the safety of all who walk by our property on the sidewalks and as people seek to enter 

our building for worship, study and fellowship. Help us be a welcoming place to neighbors and all who enter 

Trinity during the winter season.  

 

Volunteers will be placed in teams of 3 people and assigned for a two week period to shovel the entrances, 

steps/ramp and crosswalks. The Property Ministry Team will take care of sidewalks and the parking lot. Contact 

Stan Druckrey at sdruckrey@wi.rr.com or 414-369-7216 for more details or to sign up. 

 

New TV in the Sanctuary 

Submitted by Aron Miller 
 

During our leadership conference at the end of 2021, we identified the need to update our space at TLC. There 

was a general feeling that the space was cluttered, needed an update and wasn't being used to its fullest potential. 

We all want our space to look welcoming to guests and members alike. After the basement flood, we were all 

able to see what an update to the basement flooring and paint did for that space. It feels so bright and uplifting. 
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Next, we decided to redecorate the narthex. That space is now much more aesthetically pleasing and functional 

for our needs. Then we organized a beautification team who has a focus on reducing clutter around TLC and 

redecorating spaces around the building. They are doing a great job and I can't wait to see what they come up 

with. All of these steps are helping our space become more welcoming. 
 

Now that the building aesthetics are making progress, we want to move on to improving our worship experience. 

Council has approved us hanging an 85" TV at the front of the sanctuary and our Trinity Lutheran Endowment 

Fund board has agreed to finance it. The TV will be used as an option for our bulletins, hymn lyrics, mission 

videos and will also enhance Pastor's message. We hope that this extra enhancement will bring an even deeper 

meaning to her sermons. I really want to thank the endowment fund board for funding this project as it wouldn't 

have been possible otherwise. The tentative install date of this TV is February 28 pending any supply change 

issues.  

 

“Library Corner” Update 

Submitted by David Hahn 
 

Trinity's library committee has made significant progress but needs some help in order to take the next steps. We 

have shelved most of the older adult books that had labels. Existing kids’ books still need to be gone through, and 

organized on shelves and/or on a wheeled cart. We are hoping there are a few congregants who would be interested 

in joining the committee to help with:  

1) labeling and shelving the remaining adult books  

2) deciding on best location for kids’ books, and sort through the books to determine value 

3) purchasing new books (after funding is obtained), and labeling and shelving them 

4) beginning the process of checking out books and returning them to shelves 

 

We currently have a couple members of the committee who have experience with the library process, so prior 

experience isn't needed to join the efforts. Anyone interested should either contact the church office, David Hahn, 

Denise Herr, Alyssa Olson, Kathryn Swanson, or Kristen Swanson. 

 

Poinsettias  
 

If you ordered a poinsettia for the Christmas season, please turn your payment into the church office by December 

6. You may pick up your plant after the Christmas day service to enjoy for months to come. 

 

 “The Chosen” Season 2 

We continue our viewing and discussion of “The Chosen” television show about Jesus and his disciples. Our 

group is finding this show to be especially engaging in helping us think about our faith in new ways as we see 

Jesus and the disciples portrayed in new ways. Join us for one or for all.  

We will meet at 6 p.m. and the upcoming dates are: 

Wednesday, December 7 Wednesday, December 21 

Thursday, December 15 Wednesday, January 4 – The Christmas Special 

  

 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers and recently hospitalized 

Tom (Ray & Alice Grant’s son), Lowell Ergen, Lidia Amonson, Sarah Koers (Erik Brooks' sister), Toni (Greg 

Buck’s sister), Ann Zander, Theresa Torkelson, Carol (Ron Smith's sister with ALS), Paul Johsnon, Jan Tillman, 

Bruce Warwick, Linn Walloch, Steve Mueller, Rene Navarro, Paul Sevald, Shorty Zylka, Bruce Peacock, Ed 

Mueller, James and Ardeth Mueller, Carolyn Onsager, Paul (Debbie Johnson’s son), Josh Hiett (Shirley Komasa’s 

son), and David Page. 

 



Winter Book Read  
 

Our Winter Book Read is The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming by Henri 

J. M. Nouwen. 

We will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 21, 2023 at Mimosa (9405 S 27th St, 

Franklin).  

A chance encounter with a reproduction of Rembrandt’s The Return of the Prodigal Son 

catapulted Henri Nouwen on an unforgettable spiritual adventure. Here he shares the 

deeply personal and resonant meditation that led him to discover the place within where 

God has chosen to dwell. (from Amazon.com) 

 

Scripture Readings for December 2022 Sundays 

December 4, 2022 – Second Sunday of Advent – Esther 

 Esther 4:1-17, Luke 1:26-38 and Matthew 5:13-16 

 additional reading: All of the book of Esther (it’s a great story!), Matthew 5 and Luke 1 & 2 

December 11, 2022 – Third Sunday of Advent – Light to the Nations 

 Isaiah 42:1-9, Luke 1:46-55 and Matthew 12:15-21 

 Additional reading: All of Isaiah 42, Matthew 12 and Luke 1 & 2 

December 18, 2022 – Christmas Program – Jesus as Immanuel 

 Matthew 1:18-25 and Psalm 23:1-4 

 additional reading: Matthew chapter 1 and Psalm 23 

December 24, 2022 – Christmas Eve – Birth of Jesus 

 Luke 2:1-14 and Psalm 96:10-13 

 Additional reading: Luke 2 and Psalm 96 

December 25, 2022 – Christmas Day – Shepherds Visit 

 Luke 2:8-20 and Psalm 95:6-7 

 additional reading: all of Luke 2 and Psalm 95 

January 1, 2023 – Genealogy of Jesus – First Sunday of Christmas 

 Matthew 1:1-17 and Psalm 132:11-12 

 Additional reading: all of Matthew 1 and Psalm 132 

 

 

 

 

 



Altar Flowers for December 
 

December 4 **; ** 

December 11 Janel Balistreri; Bob & Deb Tice 

December 18 Mark Sostarish; Ray & Alice Grant 

December 25 Poinsettias  

 

The bouquets are $20 each. Please sign up on Signup Genius tinyurl.com/TrinityFlowers or contact the church 

office. You can also sign up on the board outside the church office. (**) means nobody has signed up. You may 

pick up your flowers, or call to arrange delivery.  

 

Publications 

Beginning in January, Trinity will be discontinuing offering "Living Lutheran" and "Portals of Prayer". We will 

continue to offer "Christ in Our Home". If you would like to continue to have these publications in your home, 

you can subscribe for a year's subscription by visiting or calling: 

o LivingLutheran.org/subscribe or call 800.328.4648 (monthly publication for $19.95/yr) 

o cph.org/portals or call 800.325.3040 (quarterly publication starting at $18.50/year) 

 

 

Letter of Appreciation – 

 

 

https://livninglutheran.org/subscribe
https://cph.org/portals


 

 

 

 



Youth and Family News 

Submitted by Ray Bergwin and Alyssa Olson 

 

Hat, Sock, and Mitten Tree (winter giving) 
The Hat, Sock and Mitten Tree is set up in the narthex awaiting your donations of gloves, mittens, socks, scarves, 

earmuffs, hats, caps, or other cold weather clothing (purchased or homemade). These donations will be delivered 

to South Milwaukee Human Concerns in two deliveries - one before Christmas and one after the New Year. Thank 

you all for supporting this annual effort. 

 

Sunday School Christmas Program (December 17 & 18) 
Exciting new things are happening for the Christmas program this year! For the first time, both Saturday evening 

and Sunday morning worship services will get to enjoy all the hard work our Sunday school students and staff 

are putting into our special musical worship! Congregation members of all ages will also have opportunities to 

participate in the program. Mark your calendars for December 17 (5 p.m.) and 18 (9:30 a.m.)--this is a Christmas 

experience you won’t want to miss!  

 

In case you weren’t already convinced, we’ll also be selling our famous, fresh, delicious, GIANT cinnamon rolls 

both days! Your generous donations ($5/roll) help us to offer so many wonderful experiences for the children and 

teens of Trinity, experiences that bring them closer to God and build lifelong faith. Thank you for your support! 

  

Winter Break 
Sunday school and confirmation classes will be off from December 25-January 2. 

  

Reuse and Recycle 
As you tidy up after the holidays, keep an eye out for materials you can share with our education ministries. We 

would especially like the fronts of religious cards (scenes of shepherds, manger, wise men, etc.) and small 

baskets/trays/boxes made of natural materials. These can be left on the table in room 110. Thank you! 

  

Merry Christmas! 

 

Highlights from the November 2022 Council meeting 

 The Council continued their discussion of “Membership to Discipleship” and discussed ways to help 

members grow in their faith and discipleship.  

 Pastor shared insights from the “Inspired to Thrive” conference in October. 

 Building security has been completed with 4 Ring cameras and working lights outside.  

 The “beautification team” has inventoried items in the church and will work to make the building 

welcoming and organized.  

 A contract for putting a large tv screen in the sanctuary was considered. This could be installed in 

February. Endowment approved funding for this enhancement to the sanctuary and worship.  

 The Family Worship Conversation on Oct. 9 yielded some ideas to incorporate into our current worship – 

more connection points in worship, make sure music is singable, and some creative interactive options.  

 The Library and new website are both progressing.  

 

 

 

 

 



  



Financial Update for October 

Submitted by David Hahn 

 

October was a better month but we still had a deficit.  

1. Net income for the month was -$2,401.  Year-to-date deficit is increased to -$21,433 

2. Based on our budget projections, year-to date income continues to show an increase and expenses are on 

target.  Thank you Trinity for your support of our ministries.  A reminder that we did project a deficit budget 

for 2022 with reserve funds potentially covering any shortfall. 

3. Compared to last year at this time, income and expenses continue to be about the same.  

4. Looking forward to even better numbers in the next two months. 

Important Message: Stewardship Campaign kicked off last month. Please return the pledge cards as soon as 

possible.  A lot depends on the response to this campaign. We are projecting another difficult year financially, 

and we are looking at different options to help us cover another year’s deficit. Your pledges will be a very big 

part in determining what ministries remain active.  

Project Uplift: The balance in the account is $36,630. Income was $343.  

Stories to Share: On October 29 Trinity hosted its very first Craft and Vendor Fair. This community event 

registered 29 crafters and vendors and welcomed over 100 people to the building - some for the very first time! 

Many volunteers made this event possible, contributing with food donations, baked items, and sweat equity. 

Additionally, the net proceeds from the event totaled over $2,300, part of which will be matched by the Thrivent 

Member Group. The total amount raised will be put towards the general operating fund in November, helping to 

reduce our year-to-date deficit. Thank you, Trinity! 
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DECEMBER 2022 TIDINGS 

For more information about our congregation, please visit our website 

at www.tlcsm.org. 

 

       
 

In person worship at 5:00 p.m. Saturday 

In person and live stream worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School 3-year-olds – 8th grade at 8:45 a.m. 

          High School at 10:30 a.m. 

Church office Hours: Monday & Thursday 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Contact Us 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

2507 5th Avenue 

South Milwaukee, WI 53172 

 

414-762-6626 

pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

www.tlcsm.org 

www.facebook.com/tlcsm 
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