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Brian Hutchinson (00:16:01): 

All right. That was great. Thank you. I love that song. And that's what it's all about, right? Jesus, is it? Yes. 

(00:16:13): 

<laugh>. Because if it's not, I think I'm in the wrong building. No. It's, it's Jesus Messiah or nothing. 
Right? Amen. Okay, well, sorry about the quick intro. We were in a meeting running out here. Barely 
have time to put the mic on and, and get going, but hey, The Point is a busy place. Yes, yes. Yeah. So 
there's things we gotta do. But I'm so glad to be back up here with you tonight. Like I said, this is the 
third message in a series, but for those that are online your first one so I'm gonna do a recap in a minute 
just for the sake of recaps, but welcome to those that are here, and to those  online, hopefully. Okay? 
but we started a new series two weeks ago, and we're glad that you're here with us tonight. 

(00:16:58): 

 The last two, like I said, we're not able to stream, but I'm confident and prayer for it will, but in a series 
on making a comeback we first discussed week one, doing things different, doing things different. That 
was in week one. And we, we talked about Naman in Second Kings five, and he needed a comeback 
personally, and he had to unfollow instructions. That didn't make sense to him. He he was a mighty 
warrior, but he had leprosy. He had a personal problem that he needed fixed, and he followed 
instructions that, again, didn't make sense to him. We get a lot of instructions that just don't make 
sense. His was, he had to bathe in the Jordan seven times, and I think I mentioned that he probably 
rolled his eyes one through six and goes, this is stupid, until he got to the seventh one. 

(00:17:43): 

And that's when he discovered that God had cleared him of his leprosy. And if we don't, if we're not all 
in, if we don't go all the way for the not partial instruction, the entire instruction, we won't see the 
blessing. Week two, we discuss God's purpose for your comeback. And that's where we covered, 
showing you who God is, showing you who you are, and then then to show you your purpose and to 
follow Jesus. That's your recap. Thank you. All right, <laugh>. No, actually, the ones online are the ones 
thanking me, cuz they didn't get any of that. But if you have, you, you ever felt knocked down by life? 
Oh, yes. <Laugh>, of course. Yeah. or by life circumstances? Yes. Or how about this? During those times, 
have you ever felt like staying down? Oh, yes. Yes. 

(00:18:34): 

Like giving up. All right. We'll be encouraged that God wants you to keep getting up and moving towards 
his purpose for your life. Now, each week, I remind you that every time we meet here, at the point you 
should take heart. You should feel really good about yourself, because why? God has already won the 
victory. Life will continue. Even though he's won the victory, life will get harder. But God is always in 
control. He wants you to always be craving, be desiring his word. So if we're not craving, if we're not 
longing for his word, we're going to miss a lot and we won't be living right? You understand? Yes. Okay. 
Well, God wants you and I to get back up and use your gifts and talents for the glory of himself. Our 
series has been called Making a Comeback. 

(00:19:25): 

And tonight we'll go through certain steps in our third message called Stay Down or Get Up. All right? 
Now that I know I've used this reference in the last two weeks. It really, for the sake of the online 
people, I'm gonna go through it again, but it's where my title comes from, which was the first rocky and 
we're the first Rocky. He had he had no real talent not a lot of brains raw street, smart kind of guy. And 
he gets the chance of a lifetime to fight the champ. He doesn't stand a chance against Apollo, and he 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=S1zuLKWW52SAG_HC3M-Tp7nkWz30G-S9oh_sdX4ojBlsgrPkFGgHCGhfLIEFUHiSLghENCjomMwhHPX4A_JqVOWCvaE&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=961.49
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=CsCi1ckTfKocn5B_UTMWyxcgtwbd_dBt0Mp8tx95gLp4gsgL4PAXwg7xEIw14jeQb4p6M2GCcFzsthmcMSwN42YOEiE&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=973.79
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=OPmj7Qe-_QLgmZh_Nvk5p9BEuvXEBZlCT07xqL02k7boZ2tYer6vGoPmCf026kLClwkNQWFVGwK0-eEuvG-Tir6VQBs&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1018.76
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=rYnXc7Zb62JXQE4-baC_NZzdriHX6hvakPK73PtlZcUg1S1E3oHR1KeEt6cZN8hpk5MhQvHUTU9LVwda8OOlfGvOZZE&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1063.94
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=bFKxFrTwQO8HVq9xf6K2ioVOiKmxO7s_KcvYFsUMTfalsowtq4-W71Kc_LFX4_Kb2o-AZJZ0Py992KgapBPfQstTQGQ&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1114.83
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=QiuCcIlzz22_VvXJuwCbbtTdKph72HB2r0pB9t7PNgN9hlYB6wAIIM0YoTgnh2_spi_alhwyPPYN_TLnF8JIxfSFYYw&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1165.5


 

 

 Page 2 of 11 

 

knows it. He knows it, but he wants to go. But he goes through with it. And all he wants to do is go the 
distance and then he'll know that other people were wrong about him. You ever felt like that? 

(00:20:04): 

You can identify with that. I just wanna do that so people know that I was I wasn't crazy, you know? So 
his, his strength surprises the champion. They battle and they, they're even matched bloody battle. And 
by the 14th round, Rocky is finally knocked down and his own manager is telling him, stay down. Stay 
down. But having more heart than brains Rocky gets back up and motions for the champ to come on. 
And I mentioned that's more of a, well, your personal battle with Satan, you know, you know, you get 
knocked down and Satan says, stay there, I beat you. And you get back up. You're like, okay, come on. 
I'm, I'm still here and I'm gonna be here because why? We've already mentioned God's already won the 
victory. And so, yeah, I, I remember Carl Weather's face. He just, he can't believe that Rocky's still, this 
guy can't even see. 

(00:20:52): 

And he's coming at him. So that's just a just a setup for tonight. Stay down or get up because Christians 
are gonna get knocked down. You do get knocked down on the question tonight is are gonna stay down. 
Are you gonna get back up? All right, well, the Rocky story is inspiring, but it's fiction. I have a real story 
for you. It's a true story. I read a story about a championship runner named Heather Doden Kampf, 
that's K a M P F. She's an American middle distance runner and four time United States national 
champion in the one mile road race. Yes, she competed for the University of Minnesota. And since 
December, 2009 has been a member of the team, u s a Minnesota, but in 2008, and there is a YouTube 
video to back this up. I encourage you to go find it. 

(00:21:45): 

 In 2008, there's a video on YouTube that shows her running in the 600 meter event at the Big 10 Indoor 
Championship. While she was a junior in college, she was favored to win. That is until she fell, the video 
shows her feet get tangled with another runner, and she fell hard on her face, slid on her stomach a few 
feet, but the other runners were able to keep going. And your first thought is what? It's over. She's 
done. That was my, that's always my first thought. There is no way she can win now or was there, rather 
than staying down. Heather got back up and started her comeback, inspiring others that despite falling 
down you can still get back up and not only get back up, but you can win. You're saying this girl won 
watch. Yes, she caught all three run and now 600 meter races. 

(00:22:39): 

Not very long. They're going full speed and they're going, I think maybe only three laps. So it's not a very 
long race. So when she fell, there was not that much more of a race to go. And so she got back up and 
you see this, if you watch the video, and she won the race. I mean, she got back up and she just catches 
all three of them and wins that race. And it's incredible. She found the gear that she didn't know she 
had. But my favorite part is this. What she said about it later was this, I felt like the Lord just filled me up 
and gave me the opportunity to show what amazing things can happen through him. I mean, yes, she 
won, yay, we were pulling forward. I hate that she fell, but you know what? That was larger than the 
wind. 

(00:23:24): 

That it was larger than the wind. I love it. She's now married. She still runs professionally, but knows her 
true mission. And she also went on to say this, she is constantly striving to represent God who is blessed 
my life abundantly a lesson for us. All right? We all need this. The word there is constant. We need to be 
constantly striving, not just striving, but constantly striving. As Christians, we represent God 24 7, not 
just on Sundays or Wednesdays or whenever else we have an event. You are a representative of Jesus 
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Christ. Everywhere you go, everything that you say and everything that you post, okay? That way. The 
way we act and hear this, I wrote this just a couple days ago and I got the thought, the way we act, we'll 
do two things. It'll turn people closer to God or it'll turn 'em away. 

(00:24:27): 

Please be, don't be the Christian that acts a certain way outside of church that turns people and, and 
makes this statement. You see, that's why I don't go to church. It happens all the time. All the time. And 
it breaks my heart. So with that, that this type of inspiration, we're gonna draw from scripture tonight in 
First Samuel one. So if you brought your Bibles, you open up. First Samuel one, we will read about 
Hannah's comeback. Hannah is someone who had a need and carried that need for years. A little bit of 
background. Hannah was married to El Kana and he was, but he was also married to Penan now. So 
we're not gonna get into the whole more than one wife thing that was for that culture at that particular 
time. So just leave that there. I don't want it to distract you from anything else, <laugh>, you're too late. 

(00:25:21): 

It's like, how could he forget Solomon was 700, man, bless his, I'd be like I quit <laugh>. I could barely 
handle one <laugh>. But here's the thing. His other wife Penn, and she could have children and Hannah 
could not Hannah desperately wanted children. And knowing that she couldn't bear children, she even 
had to endure the other wife mocking her along the way. Can you imagine that? I mean, the things she 
might have said to her, like, you got your [inaudible] Wait, I'm sorry. You know, stuff like that, right? I 
mean, no, it was awful. And we're gonna go into that. It wasn't just a couple of days of that. It was year 
after year after year of mocking. What does that kind of mocking do to a person? It'll wear you out. It'll 
tear you down and make you feel about this small. 

(00:26:12): 

 So this weight and this mocking made Hannah weary, like I said, and we can all identify when there is a 
prolonged crisis, that it will drain the hope out of you. Especially when you add teasing or mocking or 
bullying to the mix, you become tired and scared. And if you were, and if you're, you're not careful, 
you're weary, not careful, your weariness will dominate your faith and you won't have the strength to 
get up when you need to. You'll consider staying down, stay down, stay down, and you'll consider you 
know, it's makes sense, you know, and we'll consider giving up. But our scripture picks up where El can, I 
was going up yearly to worship and the sacrifice to the Lord. So tonight we're gonna learn that when 
God allows troubles, when God allows struggles in your life, know that they have purpose and could be 
related to your comeback. 

(00:27:08): 

Now, why is this happening to me? Know they have purpose. They have purpose for your comeback. So 
we must number one, faith resistance with faith. What do we even talk about for weeks? Faith. Faith. I 
mean, that is our strongest tool. It's not by side. We walk by faith. So faith, resistance with faith. Let's 
start with reading First Samuel chapter one verses four through seven on the day when El Canas 
sacrificed, he would give portions to pen and I, his wife, and to all her sons and daughters. And just the, 
the way it's worded, all her sons and daughters gives you the idea that there was, she had a lot. And 
here Hannah had nothing. So he, he gave her to her, all her sons and daughters. But to Hannah, he gave 
a double portion because he loved her though the Lord had closed her womb, verse six. 

(00:28:03): 

And her rival used to provoke her grievously to irritate her. That tells you it's on purpose. I'm gonna do 
this on purpose because I want to get under your skin. I want to bother you to irritate her, because the 
Lord had closed her womb. So it went on. Here it is year by year. And so it's not, it's not like, oh, man, I 
had to endure that for a couple of weeks, I feel terrible. No, she had to this was, this was her entire life 
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year by year. So as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, which was often, look what happens 
next. She used to provoke her, therefore, Hannah wept and would not eat. So would you say that what 
the other wife was doing was affecting Hannah? Big time. Big time. She wouldn't eat. And she was crying 
all the time. 

(00:28:50): 

So now I'm gonna say something really strange. Now, it may sound like Hannah's issue is physical. It is 
not, it's spiritual. Like many issues we face in present times. And you might say what? Huh? Not to have 
kids is physical. I'm going to explain, look closer at verse five, we learned that the Lord closed her womb. 
Why? Everything we've been learning before, so that the glory of God may be seen. Now, the reason I 
say the issue is spiritual is because that if the Lord closed your womb, there isn't a doctor in the world 
that can overrule God, right? Right. So it's a spiritual problem, not a physical. There's not a doctor goes, 
oh, you know what? I know, I know how to fix this. No, if God's said it and it is done, okay? So you can't 
ever rule God. You hear what I'm saying? 

(00:29:41): 

 And it doesn't have to be a womb issue. So don't look at it like literally. It, it, it could be a door shut in 
your life or an illness that can't be explained. If God has allowed something, that something is going to 
happen, he's God. In cases like this and in your life, we need to relearn a few things. Begin asking God if 
there is something you can do while you're not able to overcome or achieve something that might be to 
repent. You know, why can I get past this trouble in my life? Maybe it's to repent when you're facing 
something in life. Face it with faith. Don't judge the situation by what you can see. Allow God to work 
before, during, and after any crisis with anything. I may not have given you many examples, but with 
anything, with a, fill in the blank, with whatever, struggle with other trouble, with anything. 

(00:30:41): 

Allow God to work before, during, and after. In verse six, we learned that pen Andina is a nasty person. I 
mean, what did we say? Rival used to provoke her grievously to irritate her. And it went on year by year. 
So I would call that a nasty person. She would provoke her grievously. Why? To irritate her. And many 
still do that. We've got people in our world, unfortunately, we've got people in our churches that will do 
that on purpose. You know, I'm just gonna be the joy sucker of the week and go hey, do you did you 
catch that game? Were you, were you at the game last week? Yeah. You know, I was kind of up high. Oh, 
could you even see the field from there? You know, we, we were on the, the 50 yard line, and I'm telling 
you, we could see everything. 

(00:31:30): 

Could you really? I mean, could you see that from, I don't think you could, you know, you know what's 
happening? I am siphoning the joy from that person, that that person goes from me. And I went to the 
football game to, I mean, I couldn't afford those seats. You know, see what happened in just a couple 
statements. And we even if don't just point to the nonbelievers, those people are so evil. No, no, no. 
That's a lot of times us. That's a lot of times us. So Branson's, right? He says, set on account. We, we 
don't need enemies. We got Christians, you know, <laugh>, some of 'em are in church, you know but I 
was gonna, I was having a little fun with something. If I, if, if you tell me that, and I added this today, if 
you tell me that you enjoyed the message, hey, you know, really good message, Brian. 

(00:32:14): 

I really enjoyed that. If you tell me you enjoyed it, I think I'm gonna start replying in those texts to great. 
Make sure you apply it. And then if your response is, oh, I already am, my response might be, if you say 
so, right? I know it might seem rude or harsh, but think about it. If we already think we've done 
everything we need to do, haven't done everything we need to do, okay? So there's always something 
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for us to do. We all send, we all need God's guidance. So yeah, something to chew on. I was just playing 
with it. I might actually do that. I don't know, <laugh>, I don't, all I mean by it is, I want us to take it 
seriously. You know, if it really is a good message that touched your heart, man, use something with it. 
Do something with it. 

(00:33:04): 

So Hannah endured this for years. It even caused her not to eat. And she cried a lot. What she and all of 
us need to learn was to face all the obstacles with faith, face, everything that comes your way with faith. 
I mean, our first response might be, oh, what now? But turn it into, turn it to faith. Well, whatever it is, 
God's got it. Whatever it is, God's got it didn't catch him off guard. So I'm not gonna let it do that to me. 
And it's okay to cry. It's okay to admit you can't go on apart from God because you can't. We're going to 
read that Hannah wept bitterly wept bitterly. And that indicates you were at the end of your rope. Felt 
like that. Yeah. What am I gonna do? Where am I gonna go? 0.2 will encourage you. 

(00:34:01): 

Hand faith is gonna come out. So struggles in our life have purpose and could be related to your 
comeback. So we must also number two, give your desire to God through prayer. Sounds so simple, 
doesn't it so simple? Give your desire to God through prayer. But we give example after example of, oh 
man, I forgot to pray, or I'm looking at all this. I've done everything I've, I've got to do, I've, I'm supposed 
to do. Have you prayed? No. so yeah, no, that's why give your desire to God through prayer. You desire 
something, man, give it to him. This church is a praying church, and we are often just saying, this is what 
I desire. I know your timetable might be different from mine, but this is my desire. I'm laid before your 
feet right now. So we're gonna watch her example in First Samuel one, verse 10 through 11, she was 
deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. 

(00:34:57): 

So when you're deeply distressed, the first thing you need to do is go to the Lord Prayer. Not, man, I'm 
so distressed, you know, ice cream, I'm so distressed, I'm gonna call my best friend and see what they 
have to say. No, no, no. When you're deeply distressed, man, go to the Lord. Go to the Lord in prayer. So 
and then she wept bitterly. So verse 11, and she vowed a vow and said, listen to this prayer. Oh Lord of 
hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and remember me, and not forget your 
servant, but will give to your servant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life. And no 
razor shall touch his head. The best place to go when you feel hopeless and deeply distressed is before 
God. And prayer for parents and for grandparents. 

(00:35:47): 

It should be habit to, for us to start each day at the throne of God and just cover our children in prayer. 
You know, if, if they're running out the door to school, man, just as they're running God protect my son 
or daughter, protect them, keep them safe. Keep the bus driver safe, you know, all these kinds of things, 
and just bathe them in prayer. I mean, we have to get back to a people that, that we are just, we're 
praying all the time, that we are literally praying without ceasing. I don't want you closing your eyes 
while you're driving. You know the, well, of course the Bible's not gonna say that cuz there weren't cars, 
but you, he gave us a brain. So don't close your eyes and go, you got the wheel God <laugh>. So, no he, 
he gives you wisdom. 

(00:36:32): 

He wants you to be smart about it. But yeah, no, just pray without ceasing. Just be a, be a praying 
people pray for your spouse every day. A as they, as they leave the house for work, pray for your 
children, everything. Just bathe it in prayer. So in verse 11, you're gonna, you see the hammer is placing 
herself as a humble and submissive servant of the Lord. So much so that she mentions the phrase your 
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servant three times. That's all in one verse, verse 11. And, and the part, the last part about the razor that 
is referencing the requirement that God set forth for Sampson in the Old Testament, long hair 
symbolized devotion to God and was part of the Nazare vow. These days it's more of a receding hairline 
and a little curl. Okay? <laugh>, none of us have long hair, <laugh>, I'm just trying to get you listing. 

(00:37:28): 

Okay? so Hannah made a decision in these verses. She desired a child so passionately that she vowed to 
devote, to give her child back to God if he would just give her a son at all. I mean, look at the passion 
behind that. What a, what a prayer request. That passion for a child was so strong that Hannah was 
willing to let go of the son that she was asking for, to have him for just a little while. If I could have just a 
son for a little while, he's yours, God, I'll devote him to you my entire life. I mean, how about that? You 
get somebody that's been messing with you, mocking you for years and years. Look, I've got all my 12 
kids in all kinds of sports and they're gonna be enrolled in the best college ever, and you've got nothing. 

(00:38:18): 

And she says, just give me a son. I'll give him right back to you, man, how is that for just passion and 
faith? And, and a great example for all of us, not even just in the children realm, but just in the praying 
realm. So yeah, I mean she just wanted for a little while. And, and so just understanding how awesome 
and passionate that particular prayer is and, and, and get this, if we, if I read the verses that came 
before this, while she was praying, the priest there thought she was drunk because she was silently 
mouthing the prayer, but praying in her head. You know, if you're, we've got the altar full each Sunday, 
and I, I, I'll, I'll pick several people, I'll stand behind them and I'll just pray over them. And I'm praying, 
and I'm probably moving my mouth. 

(00:39:06): 

You know, none of you're gonna look at Brian's drunk <laugh>. He's, I can't believe he's drinking. And on 
a Sunday at 9 39, 10 30 in the morning, I can't believe it. No, no, no. I'm often mouthing, you know the 
prayer that I'm praying in my head. And so this pray, this priest thought she was drunk. And Hannah 
pleaded her case to this priest. And he heard her heart. He believed her and blessed her. Now, scripture 
later tells us that Hannah believed the priest and was no longer said. I mean, she walked out of there 
very encouraged, very encouraged. And but something else important happens in these verses in 
between. She ate, she started to eat. And that's important because she had been hurt for so long and 
her body started to wear down. Her eating is important because it shows that she began feeding her 
body, regaining her strength, regaining her faith that even before the blessing arrived, she's making a 
comeback, right? 

(00:40:05): 

She's not waiting on the end result, while I'll celebrate when all that's done. She didn't wait. She trusted 
and she had faith. There's your lesson. First Samuel one 20 says, and in due time, Hannah conceived and 
Boris son, and she called his name Samuel for, she said, I have asked for him from the Lord. And so your 
comeback is much bigger than you. Faith is so important here, which is why you shouldn't get to church 
and go, oh, he's talking about faith again. There's a reason. There's a reason because every, every one of 
us is human, and we have the tendency to be human. Yes, Christians, those that are here. But we, we, 
we, we tend to act human. We get in our habits, we get in our routines. The next thing you know, I'm 
not even acting like I went to church on Sunday, or, you know, you know what I mean? 

(00:40:58): 

You ever been there? You were like, I mean, my previous church, I swear to you, this is what I would see 
sometimes on a weekly basis. Church would end. We'd walk outta there and like, man, I'm pumped. 
That was a great message. And what you'd hear in the parking lot is, would you just get in the car? Yeah, 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=GDwxtFWNkY_J07uGUKbeCDGpDkYSduzk4Goy3L0nqP5sznWTHg1-p-9YTZjRyTBvZf2NOMbA50wIDwS2xlkCTZ-zRMY&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2248.65
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=oWqhDei5UspK-CI80GaK3ZxZukO9OI8WpO8BCemFUk2Un1MBCVh4hn9cUOxYsHSPRkjOfvcDSbSbTOjw6ou4VeYwTXA&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2298.63
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=T0I5JgFdjLbmQ6cvg-ryyKggbmozXp29GpLaQSpBiWtZf30xkMRr6944fzr5qFaIXOK7qWmPVuMzvxOYsOZljjAD13w&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2346.23
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=71pps4_Qsu6VpMmvWpgRLq52DnpYFRJ92toge8qrOHHDaNeWKi0bhmaWXGVC1KSmLhfIpypQBnafyPn6X3h6W1X4uIE&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2405.35
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=xd-EnyXX_xj3xNSoTw8txDSaWwectrLyIVt4szvozOUN36ZII2PuT7WeIaWKMxzNIhvGgKFFarJoIybkPsHNiLfkaaM&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2458.91


 

 

 Page 7 of 11 

 

<laugh>, just get in the car. We're leaving the restaurant's getting crowded. I mean, <laugh> knowing 
you guys know me Now what I would usually do, I mean, it's not funny, but I would kind of stand there 
and just, just kinda laugh and go, oh my gosh wow. It's like I heard one time I was able to preach at, at 
the other church and, and I was around the corner and I heard a few ladies talking and they're like, yeah, 
that was a great message. 

(00:41:39): 

Why did he have to wear blue jeans? And I'm standing there going, man, you, you really didn't hear the 
part about repent or faith or mercy or love. You're looking at my pants, right? I mean, and we laugh and 
I laugh. I've given you, I've given you a reason to laugh, but it's so true they can get on every single one 
of you, me too, if I let it. And so the other lesson is don't let it, don't let Satan in there. Don't let Satan in 
there. So your comeback is so much bigger than you. Now, God will often let us get to a point where we 
understand that it is he and he alone who brought about your comeback in the first place. But this won't 
happen without faith from us. You know I say that specifically because we can get in the habit of going, 
who I did it, you know, anything, go tell me. 

(00:42:37): 

Hey, you wanna know what I did this past weekend? You wanna know what I accomplished? And then 
forgetting all the fact that God allowed you to accomplish it. I mean, talking about letting the air out, the 
sales faith means acting and knowing that what God is telling you is the truth. It's the truth. It's not, I 
hope, I can believe this. God may know if, if you're an authentic Christian, you believe it. So don't act any 
differently when you're off premises. As I say a commentator that I read said it this way, and I I I loved it. 
I, I, this is, this is great. He says, faith is acting like something is so, even though it is not so in order, that 
it might be so simply because God said so <laugh>, right? Faith is acting like something is so, even 
though it is not so in order, that it might be so simply because God said so, you know, with all the stuff 
we're doing around here, it might not seem so, but it is because God said, so. 

(00:43:36): 

Hannah acted on faith and truth. So to continue struggles in your life have purpose, you have to, you 
have to hear me on that. Your struggles, my struggles, they have purpose. I'm not gonna go into my 
thing again and again as I've often done. But you, you've heard, I mean, what God has done over in a 
place, I didn't know that was his plan. Did I want that plan? No. But once I accepted it, realized what he 
had me doing. Because like I said, if God's allowed something, that's something's gonna happen. There's 
nothing I can do. There's not a doctor in the world that's gonna say, you know what? I think we can 
bypass this. No. And once you understand that, and so once you understand that your struggles have 
purpose, have purpose, and could be related to your comeback, maybe your family's comeback, you 
must finally, number three, let your faith show that you are acting on truth. 

(00:44:31): 

Our faith, if it's strong, if it's a strong faith, will help draw people to God. Cuz if you're not acting, if 
you're not acting out on faith, when you're not here, like I said, you're doing two things. Your verbal or 
visual testimony is either drawing people to say, Hey, where do you go to church? Or, that's the reason I 
don't go, and I don't want to be the second example. And neither do you. I know you don't. But yet we 
get into those habits without even intentionally trying to, that person made me so mad today. You 
know, who, and then just unleashing and then later on it's like, man, I shouldn't have said that. Right? 
Isn't that all always the case? Esp. I mean, I, hopefully a real Christian's gonna be in repentance on their 
knees saying, God, I don't know what was wrong with me. 

(00:45:22): 
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I know you do, but I, I, forgive me. You know, that's the kind of thing, instead of just walking, ah, you 
know, they probably didn't take me that way anyway. No, no, no. That's the worst thing you can do is 
unres it is not address it. So three, let your faith show that you are acting on truth, which is another way 
of saying that you are acting on what God has you acting on. Because God is what truth. One Samuel 1 
24 through 28, and when she had weened him, meaning Samuel so this is some, some time has passed 
she took him up with her along with a three-year-old bull, a flower, and a skin of wine. And she brought 
him to the house of the of the house of the Lord at Shiloh. And the child was young. 

(00:46:09): 

Now close your ears if you need to, that they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli, the 
priest. And he said, oh my Lord. Oh, she said, and, and Hannah said, oh my Lord, as you live, my Lord, 
I'm, I'm the woman who was standing here in your presence praying to the Lord. I'm the one you 
thought was drunk. That was me. You know 27 for this child, I prayed. And the Lord has granted me my 
petition that I made to him. Therefore, I have lent him. Meaning I gave him to the Lord. And as long as 
he lives, he is lent, he is given to the Lord. And he worshiped the Lord there. I mean, amen. And amen. 
Right? You talk about a comeback. She was down and out, she considered staying on the mat, not 
getting back up. 

(00:46:57): 

Heard that voice of the other wife too many times to say, why even try. So after a while, we see Samuel 
was old enough to go to Shiloh with his mother in worship. As I I learned in researched that children 
were normally weaned by age three. They brought a sacrifice to the Lord and saw the priest Eli from 
before. And, and then she explained what the Lord has done in her life. Is that not a picture of why you 
should be sharing? Hey, you gotta know what the Lord's done in my life. You wanna hear it? You don't. 
Well, I'm gonna tell you anyway kind of thing. But she says she, and, and look how she started saying, oh 
my Lord, like, excited. I'm so glad I ran into you because I want to tell you something, you know, and 
how many times have you guys come to Pastor Branson or even myself, where you, you heard, you're 
doing exactly as, as I'm talking about. 

(00:47:46): 

You heard the message, you applied the message, and something great happened, and the first thing 
you wanna do is tell us. You know, that's what's happening here. And I love it. So it's a great example of 
a comeback. I was, I was here and look where the Lord took me. Not on my own, but the Lord took me. 
That's our example. So yeah. So Hannah gave Samuel to the Lord fulfilling her vow. In every way Samuel 
will be dedicated to the Lord and his service. So when God has a specific plan to be fulfilled, he will 
sometimes allow a specific delay or some kind of setback to take place. He did it with me. So when this 
happens in life, don't give up. Don't give up. Don't why even try kind of attitude. Don't give up. Don't 
stay down. If it seems as though his answers are delayed for whatever reason, what should you do? 

(00:48:48): 

Keep trusting him. I mean, who, who do you believe in, right? I mean, you have to, A lot of our questions 
can't just be answered with a yes no. It's if we are Christians, meaning we are Christ followers and we 
believe God is God and he created everything, and there's nothing that catches him off guard. And 
sometimes we'll word things like, I know God has seen the end of my life. You wanna know why he has? 
Because he's outside of time. I mean, he's, he knows everybody's full story. It's done. He is not bound by 
time. He's outside of it. And so think about when we start to doubt little things like that. Ask yourself, do 
you believe Genesis one, one, in the beginning, God created the heavens in the earth. And if he did that, 
wow. Right? I mean, I know you created the heavens and the earth God, but I got this specific problem. 

(00:49:45): 
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And I know it's not quite like creating the heavens and the earth, but it's pretty difficult. <Laugh>. I 
mean, I can barely handle it, so I'm not gonna bother you with it. I mean, we don't say that loud, at least 
I hope we're not crazy enough to say that loud. But your mind will think it like, ah, I don't, I'm not even 
gonna try. I I'm so depressed right now. I'm not even gonna try. I mean, that is, that's what happens. 
And so he'll allow a specific delay. But even if he does keep trusting him, keep trusting him. There might 
be something you're trying a habit, you're trying to kick an addiction, you're trying to kick and you're just 
like, man, or, or if you're trying to weight loss, you're just trying everything. You're like, it's useless 
because I know each and every one of you have felt, I know that I have that feeling of it's over. 

(00:50:34): 

It's useless. You know, I, I'm a Christian and I'm just gonna remain that way, but I'm not gonna really 
reach for the stars anymore cuz it's just too hard. No, no, no. God says keep reaching because I'm the 
one holding your arms. You know, keep reaching. But that usually means he's leading you to a place of 
spiritual depth and experience. You know, the reason you might say, well, I don't want to go through 
that, but man, once you do, whoa. The depth, the experience of what you're gonna see God do and the 
knowledge of God is overwhelming. And words can't even describe. But listen to this. We know in 
hindsight that God had a plan for Samuel. We go, oh yeah, yeah, I got this. I've read First Samuel, yes, 
that's great cuz we, we know the story. But if Hannah had not reached that moment of desperation, she 
may have wanted to hold onto Samuel for her own purposes and reasons. 

(00:51:32): 

You know, I want a child so bad, he's mine. You know, I'm not gonna ever let him go. I'm not ever let him 
gonna get outta my sights. But no, God may be asking you to give up something for his sake. And there 
are many examples in the Bible of this. Whatever you're asking God to give to you, give it to him first. 
You hear me on that? Everything from every single prayer request, give it to him first. God, this is yours 
Anyway, this success I had, this is not my success. This is your success, this bonus check I got. That's not 
my bonus check is you giving it to me. So yes, everything we have to, otherwise, if we don't do this 
continuously, and what did I say at the beginning? Consistently, if we don't do it consistently, we start to 
drop off. And what happens when we drop off? 

(00:52:23): 

We're gonna miss something. We're gonna miss the closeness of God. We're gonna miss blessings. And I 
don't want that from you Branson, to none of us. The staff wants that from ourselves, much less the 
people of the point, which is why I'm up here tonight. I don't want that for you. So I'm, I'm giving you 
something you can go, Hmm, I have something to work on this week. You know, not that was a great 
message, Brian. Cuz remember I'll say, great. Did you apply it? Yes, I'm already doing that. If you say so. 
<Laugh> <laugh>. So yeah, she had to, she, she couldn't hold on and she didn't want to, she wanted it so 
bad. Her passion was so great, I wanted, but I'm gonna give him to you and God rewarded her. So he 
may be asking you to give up something too. Give him your finances. Give him your marriage. Give him 
your children and anything else to keep your focus on him. And, and I I can't say it any clearer, any easier 
than that. Give everything you've got to him, because I'm speaking from experience that when you 
don't, you are a miserable person. I know some of you have been there, I'm telling you the truth. I've 
been there and I will never go back to that person. 

(00:53:39): 

So when you step out on faith and you give your needs to God, you are demonstrating that you believe 
him with your whole heart. We're right back to yes, I believe God could do anything, but you know, I'm 
kind of held then you don't believe Genesis one, one, right? It sounds rough and harsh, but if you don't 
believe God can come through in everything you don't really believe. Genesis one, one, God created the 
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heavens in the earth, period. So you, you gotta believe him with your whole heart, not partial. I 
mentioned when we started this series, we talked about Naman who had a lot of accomplishments, but 
he was a leper. And he went to somebody from a little girl, unnamed little girl that said, I wish he would 
go see Elisha because Elijah could take, take care of this. So they did. 

(00:54:24): 

But then Elisha goes and sends a messenger and Naman gets so mad he doesn't have the nerve to come 
out and see me himself. And then the word is he wants me to go bathe. And, and this river here, not 
only once but seven times I can do that. My own rivers, I've wasted a trip and he turns around and starts 
to head home. And then God used other servants of his and says, if Lanisha really told you this, bro, you 
need to do it. And so he did. And like I said, it was only when he completed it with his whole heart all 
seven times, not six go gosh dumb. And then when he got to the seventh time, the leprosy washed away 
and he was restored more than when he was before that. That didn't take partial heart. That took a 
whole heart. 

(00:55:08): 

Okay? So sometimes demonstrating your belief means helping someone else who's going through 
something you are either going through or you have gone through. You know, I I love talking to people 
that that are having kidney trouble because I, I mean that, that miserable span of life was exactly that 
miserable, but when God's in it, you can see past the misery. And that's with anything. But I love, and so 
you guys have circles that I don't have. And so you're able to talk to someone that you've gone through 
that before and say, Hey, hey, hey, let's sit down. I've been through that, Todd, you've done that to 
other people. Just say, Hey, I've been there before and, and I want to help you. And so that is u utilizing 
your testimony to be able to help someone else going through so that they can get their comeback. So 
do you need a comeback then help someone else with theirs. 

(00:56:05): 

So if, if, if there's anything that, and we're, we're closing here. If there's anything you're struggling with 
right now and you feel you can't take much more, you know, you've been there. We're like, I, God's 
given me all I can take. Well, here's the thing. He actually knows what you can take. He actually knows 
what you can take. But if you're there, if you're struggling right now and you feel that you can't take 
much more, take heart, permit yourself to get a place, get to a place like Hannah and weep bitterly 
because that desperation she felt got her to a place where she could turn it all to God. You know? And 
that's the place where you find the freedom to trust him fully. So if you feel like you can't get back up on 
your own, like Heather, the runner did at the start of tonight's message, or, or you can't keep going on 
your own strength, God can and will provide maybe through someone else, maybe through someone 
else, and you might find yourself like Heather or even Hannah from tonight's scripture, distraught from 
your own pain. 

(00:57:05): 

And you're trusting God for a comeback. If you identify with that, the encouragement is this, never give 
up, never stay down. Keep getting back up because with God on your side, with Jesus in your heart, 
there's not a punch in the world that can keep you down permanently. Not even death, right? If you're a 
Christian, because if you're a Christian and, and, and death does come your way, well great, because 
you're in the presence of the Lord. So live like that, there's nothing without the power of Christ, there's 
nothing that can keep you down. So why stay down? However, if your struggles are too much and 
through weeping bitterly, you can't find the strength to get back up and keep moving forward, then ask 
God to send you someone to help God send me, help send me someone that's gone through this. And 
there's nothing wrong with asking for help. 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=etdnFzG7vgbgJjxzprwpJNe02q3nZMbqQHSjfDaV-81mHsbdwueK-9CNkB3Q79zdIv-VdLokl9cEdqAiJ1CAfXZhTA4&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3264.84
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Ky0MC6WSGY4rbSdNRW1gRpY7uk0Cyx7fJ2aXIaExQh0GK0bwTGGDo-EJ3sm3m2y9VpAymJM6EZveobp6VlO-b4PhYgA&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3308.64
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=OXrN-uKy0EqSB9CKDUR6CS1-GtwDlbk70bWgVMhf9QXj250bHcLMaja-SZXZzV0NmMRDVh0krWnpiWTdPgY4tQlyc6I&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3365.04
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=8xZzTh74bOHDp_1csF8KombPZY8_0KPkDfkVkAdi0unmoP-ZLc636m3l_ucy_hI4JJr6cpTYhZGl095vPkHrPXj6XJQ&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3425.41


 

 

 Page 11 of 11 

 

(00:57:58): 

There's nothing wrong. We're, you know, talking about a meek person that's not weak asking for help to 
me, that's strength. That's dropping the pride that can get, build a wall on your way that's dropping that 
pride saying, you know what? I can't do it. God, I know I've got you, but I need you to send me 
somebody to, I need you. I need a mentor right now. I need somebody to help me because they've been 
through this. I need your guidance primarily, but I need you to send me someone to walk with me on 
this. There's no shame and there's nothing wrong with asking for help. So God has a purpose for you. I 
hope you understand that now that no, whatever you've gone through are going through, are getting 
ready to go through this purpose, this purpose. Don't stay down, don't let the devil have victory. 

(00:58:45): 

Because when you stay down and you go, it's not worth it. I'm not, I I'm just gonna give up. Devil won. 
That little victory hasn't won the entire battle because we know that. We know God's won. But you let 
that get into your life and the devil says, I knew that. You know, and then it'll give, you'll give him. Don't 
let, let him have any victory. Get back up and tell the devil that Christ has already won in your life. 
Amen. Amen. All right, well, let's pray. Our Father, I thank you so much for all that you've done for us 
and all that you're doing for us and all that you're about to do for us. Lord. We need, many of us need to 
come back. We, we've, we've been saved for years and just piddled around and not done anything Lord. 
And we need to come back. 

(00:59:31): 

 Some just gotten saved and maybe they need a comeback of a different sort and or they need the, the 
strength to be able to understand that this, this is gonna get harder, but they're gonna stand firm on 
your word and always to just make sure that we, we, for us to be able to do anything, to be able to even 
see a comeback with you, we have to know you personally, Lord. So if there's anyone out there, whether 
they're online or even here that doesn't know you personally, I pray they will look to me or Branson or 
anyone else, or deacons or anyone that can help and lead them to you right now, you know who they 
are Lord. And you know that they need help and, and, and where they need it from. So Lord, give us the 
strength to be able to just use our testimony and to be to get our comeback in the order to help 
someone else with theirs. 

(01:00:20): 

Lord, we know we can do it, but only with you. And so Lord, we ask for this strength and Jesus am I pray. 
Amen. Alright, well let's see what's going on. We've got if it doesn't rain, we've got basketball and then 
what else is going on? Oh, heart of the point. Heart of the point. So at the same time, basketball and 
hard of the point. And so thank you so much. These are, these are wins. You guys have been so great. So 
faithful in bringing clothes. Thank you so much Matt. You're still continuing to bring food planning on a 
huge crowd Saturday morning. So those that are helpers and volunteers and if, if you got a text from me 
of as being a counselor, I need all the counselors I can get because we've got many that are, if it doesn't 
rain, they're gonna be working with basketball. And so we're expecting 70 plus and, and, and we're 
looking for God to do something mighty. So if we don't see you, then we'll see you Sunday morning at 
nine 30. 
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