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NSAC SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 
Sermon: “Praying Honest Prayers”   February 19, 2023   
Series: “Jeremiah and God’s Great Faithfulness” 
Text: Jeremiah 11:18-12:6 
Sub-Texts: Jeremiah 11:17; Matthew 5:11-12; Mark 14:32-36; Luke 4; John 10:10  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. Introduction: 
• Jeremiah was to inform the people of God: “Repent.  Or there will be 

consequences.”  How would this message fly—then, or today?  Explain. 
• Pastor Dave said, “Jeremiah’s first-person outbursts are raw, graphic, deeply 

personal, and unique in biblical prophecy.”  How does this sit with you? 
• Name some obstacles that might keep us from praying honest prayers to God. 
• Some Passage Background: After the campaign of national spiritual renewal 

based on the rediscovered book of Mosaic Law, King Josiah sends Jeremiah 
on a preaching tour of the cities of Judah.  Jeremiah 11-12, a story that 
chronicles a scene from these early years of his ministry.  You’ll see that any 
“ministry honeymoon” Jeremiah may have enjoyed now comes to an abrupt 
end!  For, as herald of the king, there is a murder plot afoot against him.  

READ Jeremiah 11:18-12:6  
(Note: It’s challenging to figure out who’s speaking when in the passage.) 

II. Questions on Jeremiah 11:18-12:6 
1. Describe the plot (and motive for it) against Jeremiah (11:18-19). 
2. Why do you think prophets often find it tough to minister in their 

hometowns?  What makes it difficult to confront our own people?  
3. What is God’s response to Jeremiah about the plot?  (11:21-23) 
4. Have you ever fixated on revenge against those who oppose us?  Do tell! 
5. Name the sweet irony of (lasting) reputation of Jeremiah and the 

Anathothians. 
6. What stands out to you about Jeremiah’s complaint prayer?  (12:1-4) 
7. Pastor Dave said, “Prayer is the best place for these sorts of doubts and 

questions to be sorted out.”  And, “the pathway to lasting faith is through 
this raw wrestling with God in prayer.”  What do you think? 

8. Notice God answers Jeremiah.  How is prayer more than monologue? 
9. What does God say (lovingly sarcastic) to Jeremiah?  (12:5-6) 
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III. Life Application Questions 
• Over-arching point is: “Jeremiah models for us the importance of being both 

honest with God in prayer and faithful to God in service.”   
• How do these two go hand-in-hand? 

App#1: We can bring our impossible situations to God in prayer. 
• Read Matthew 5:10-12.   
• What is Jesus saying and how might it relate to Jeremiah—and us? 
• What impossible situation do you find yourself in today (opposition, 

persecution, etc)?  Care to share any with the group?  Take them to Jesus. 

App#2: We can always bring our fears and doubts to God in prayer.  
• Read Mark 14:32-36.  What emotions is Jesus expressing here? 
• Why might we tend to shy away from ‘Gethsemane-Moments’ with God? 
• What doubts (about God and His ways) and fears (about the future) are you 

carrying today?  Care to share any with the group?  Take them to Jesus. 

App#3: God calls us to serve even in our weakness. 
• Philip King says, “God does not make his call to his servants conditional upon 

their purging themselves of weakness…it is precisely in their weakness and 
frailty—even in their rebellion—that God calls his servants.  So it was with 
Jeremiah; so it is through all the pages of Scripture; and so it is today.”  

• Have you ever felt that your weakness(es) disqualify you from serving God?  
Why?  Explain. 

• Yet, how/why is it that God’s power is revealed most powerfully through our 
weakness? 

App#4: A life of faithful service to God is totally worth it! 
• Read John 10:10.  What does God offer us?   
• How do you evaluate success in your life? 
• Pastor Dave said, “We cannot control success in our lives.  This is the task for 

which we’re most responsible: Keeping our eyes on Jesus.”  Thoughts?  What 
are the obstacles?  How can we do this well? 

FOR NEXT WEEK: READ Jeremiah 4:1-4
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