
Pacific Growth Group Sermon Questions 
Week of March 12th, 2023 

Sermon Series: Stand Alone 
Sermon Theme: “Why Is This Man Smiling?” 

Primary Text(s): Philippians 1:12-26 

 

1. Read Philippians 1:12-26. From your reading and reflection on this 

passage:  

 

a. What adjectives would you use to describe Paul?  

 

b. What can we learn about God’s character from this passage? 

 

2. As a group take a few moments to talk about the adversity (or adversities) 

that you are currently facing in your lives. 

 

3. During Paul’s ministry we are told that he got shipwrecked, thrown in prison, 

beaten, and through it all one word stands out in his letter to the Philippians–

rejoice. He says it repeatedly and twice in this week’s primary text.  

 

a. How would those who know you well describe your disposition and 

posture when facing adversities?  

 

4. Talk about the steps your group may take to help each other rejoice through 

all the circumstances that life may hurl your way.  

 

5. In Philippians 1:12-26, we are told that God used Paul’s prison sentence to 

advance His Kingdom and the spread of the Gospel. Paul says, “because of 

my chains, other people have been encouraged to speak the word of God 

more courageously.”  

 

a. Discuss the ways you can envision God using your adversity (or 

adversities) to help you and others in your spheres of influence see 

Jesus more clearly. 

 

6. What adversity might you be avoiding right now because you are afraid of 

the discomfort that might come from stepping out in faith?  

 

7. Group prayer. As believers we belong to a God who is wonderfully ironic 

and He delights in taking the very worst things we face and uses them for 

good so that in the end we will praise Him for the very things that burdens us 

today, just like Paul does in our text.  

 

 



a. Pray for each other to have Spirit inspired joy as you face all that life 

brings your way.  

 

b. Pray for God’s good and perfect will to be realized in your adversities 

so that He will be glorified through your response to your life’s 

challenges.  

 

c. Pray for the Kingdom of God and the Gospel of Jesus to be advanced 

through every experience we encounter.  

 

 


