
 

From Pastor Denise  

It is already February! Happy Valentine’s Day! And Lent is coming 

soon.  

Wednesday, February 22 is Ash Wednesday. This year we will have a 

meal at 5:30 p.m. in fellowship hall before our Ash Wednesday worship 

at 7 p.m. The service will be both in-person and live-streamed. We will 

also have Ashes to Go available in the parking lot from noon to 12:30 

p.m. 

Then for our Wednesday night Lenten services we will have a lighter appetizer type gathering in the narthex at 

6 p.m., followed by worship in the sanctuary at 7 p.m. using the Holden Evening Prayer and Godly Play with 

Jesus’ parables.   

The word “Lent” means ‘spring’ which is a time of renewal and new life. What better way to observe spring 

than by entering into Jesus’ parables? With both our Sunday Narrative Lectionary from Matthew and our 

Wednesday Godly Play, we will be hearing Jesus’s parables. Parables are a wonderful way to hear the message 

of Jesus. They leave a lot of space for us to wonder and consider what Jesus’s message to us might be. They can 

also be confusing at times. Jesus’s own disciples wondered about why Jesus spoke in parables: 

Matthew 13:10-13: 

Then the disciples came and asked him, ‘Why do you speak to them in parables?’ 11He answered, ‘To you it has 

been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to those who 

have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 

have will be taken away. The reason I speak to them in parables is that “seeing they do not perceive, and 

hearing they do not listen, nor do they understand.” 

In other words, if Jesus just told it to us straight, we probably would have lots of trouble accepting his message. 

Take the parable of the Lost Son (Prodigal Son) or Compassionate Father. If Jesus just told us to be 

unconditionally compassionate to everyone, we’d probably shake our heads and say it was impossible. But a 

story about a father with two sons who accepts them both unconditionally is a story that will stick with us and 

will also mean different things at different times in our lives. Parables allow us to hear Jesus’s message in ways 

that connect to our lives. Parables also open up space in our hearts and minds for renewal and new life. So as we 

enter into Lent this month, join us for a journey through the parables Jesus told as messages of hope and love.  

Peace be with you all,  

Pastor Denise 
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From our President 

Hello Trinity, 

 

I pray that you are all doing well and enjoying the beginning of 2023. The new year always brings new hopes to 

everyone, but as Christians, we have that hope all year long. Jesus is our hope for the world! 

 

Although February is our shortest month of the year, it’s one of our most impactful. February is Black History 

Month where we pay tribute to the generations of African Americans who struggled and fought for their rights. 

There has been great progress in this area throughout the years, but the reality is that there is still a struggle in 

our society today. My hope is that we all recognize this struggle and do what we can do to help. As a white 

male, I try to stay aware of my own inherent biases and fight against them. Realizing this allows me to 

overcome them and strive to be better and love my neighbor more each year. Trinity has a lot of pride in 

welcoming others and being hospitable to those who enter our doors. We just need to make sure that includes all 

people, even those who may not look like us. We will work on exercising this in the years to come. We want to 

welcome all to the Lord's table! 

 

See you at the annual meeting on February 5. 

 

Peace be with you! 

Aron Miller 

 

 

 

Restaurant Meet Up  
Submitted by Cindy Felicki 

 

In January the Restaurant Meet Up group enjoyed a meal at Atwood 

Hwy BBQ Company LLC. Our next Restaurant Meet Up, will be a 

fish fry Friday February 10 at 6:30 p.m. We had a request to go back 

to the Bucyrus Club, located at 1919 12th Ave. in South Milwaukee. 

If anyone needs a ride call Cindy Felicki @ 414-241-4742, or 

cfelicki@yahoo.com. Sign up in the narthex, or online at 

https://tinyurl.com/restaurantmeetup 

 

 

 

 

40-in-40: The annual 4-in-40 Lent drive begins February 22. More information will be available in mid-February 

for the drive. 

 

 

 “The Chosen” Season 3 

We continue our viewing and discussion of “The Chosen” television show about Jesus and his disciples. Our 

group is finding this show to be especially engaging in helping us think about our faith in new ways as we see 

Jesus and the disciples portrayed in new ways. Join us for one or for all.  

We will meet at 6 p.m. on February 1, February 9, and February 16. 

 

 

mailto:cfelicki@yahoo.com
https://tinyurl.com/restaurantmeetup


In Our Thoughts and Prayers and recently hospitalized 

June Parsley, Laura (Karen Claffey’s daughter), Tom Grant (Ray & Alice Grant’s son), Lowell Ergen, Lidia 

Amonson, Sarah Koers (Erik Brooks' sister), Toni (Greg Buck’s sister), Ann Zander, Theresa Torkelson, Paul 

Johnson, Jan Tillman, Steve Mueller, Rene Navarro, Paul Sevald, Shorty Zylka, Bruce Peacock, Josh Hiett, David 

Page, and for the family and friends of Judith Hirt, Tim Zingsheim, and Carol (Ron Smith’s sister). 

 

 

February 2023 Scripture Readings: 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 “The Golden Rule”- The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 Matthew 7:1-29 and Psalm 37 

Sunday, February 12, 2023 “Parables of the Kingdom” – The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

 Matthew 13:24-53 and Psalm 84 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 “Transfiguration of Our Lord”  

 Matthew 16:24-17:13 and Psalm 41 

Wednesday, February 22, 2023 “Who Is the Greatest?” – Ash Wednesday 

 Matthew 18:1-14 and Psalm 146 

Sunday, February 26, 2023 “Forgiveness” - The First Sunday of Lent 

 Matthew 18:15-35 and Psalm 32 

Wednesday, March 1, 2023– “Parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin” – Lent worship 

 Luke 15:3-10 

 

 

Altar Flowers for February 
 

February 5 **; ** 

February 12 Mark & Karen Sostarich; ** 

February 19 **; ** 

February 26 Janel Balistreri; Bob & Deb Tice  

 

The bouquets are $20 each. Please sign up on Signup Genius tinyurl.com/TrinityFlowers or contact the church 

office. You can also sign up on the board outside the church office. (**) means nobody has signed up. You may 

pick up your flowers, or call to arrange delivery.  

 



 

Letter of Appreciation – 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 





 
 



 

 
 

 



Youth and Family News 
Submitted by Ray Bergwin and Alyssa Olson 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday: 

In 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer from 

a single youth group:  

 

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help 

us be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” 
 

Since then, more than $170 million has been generated for local 

charities across the country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It 

has become a powerful movement that transforms the time 

around the Big Game into the nation’s largest celebration of 

giving and caring for those in need.  

 

Through this mission, people learn they can make a positive 

difference in the world as they collect food, raise money and 

serve at hunger-relief charities and show caring and compassion 

in local communities across the country.  

 

Share in God’s love for our neighbors in need and give generously on Souper Bowl Sunday. All of the 

donations  collected will go directly to our Tackle Hunger Charity of Choice: To learn more, visit: 

TackleHunger.org 

Add your soup cans, dry mixes, and monetary donations to the big pot in the narthex February 11 and 

12. 
 

Blue Box Donations: 

Have you noticed the blue box in the narthex? You might 

remember when we used it to collect donations to provide 

mosquito nets through ELCA Good Gifts, helping prevent malaria 

across the globe. During 2022, we supported another global 

project, this time providing trauma counseling for survivors of 

disasters. This is one of the many ways we do God’s work with 

our hands and share the love of Jesus. 

 

Our confirmation students had the honor of choosing what ELCA 

global project we would support during 2023. There were so 

many good options, from AMMPARO (the ELCA’s 

Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities) to honey bees and 

vegetable gardens to crisis housing for LGBTQIA+ youth. (We encourage anyone interested in learning more 

about these opportunities to explore goodgifts.elca.org) 

 

After careful deliberation, our youth decided to support education! If you’ve ever heard our middle schoolers 

share their highs and lows for the week, you might be surprised; usually, school is a low point. But, as one 8th 

grader said, “I know that, as much as I dislike going to school, it’s really important. I know kids who don’t have 

the chance would be really happy to get to go.” Our 6th grade students agreed and were quick to point out how 

important technology access is for learning now. 

 



For the entire year, we’ll be collecting donations in the blue box in the narthex. Every $800 will be used to buy 

computers for community centers. Your gift of a computer for a community center can help students who don’t 

have access to technology at home do their schoolwork and learn tech skills that will prepare them for the future. 

 

The remainder of the donations will be used to support individual children in pursuing education. Even $10 gives 

a child the school supplies they need to succeed and improve the lives of their entire family. Our students decided 

to focus on sending girls to school. Worldwide, girls are far less likely than boys to be enrolled in school. While 

many factors are at play, helping families with school fees and uniforms can eliminate the difficult choice that 

parents must make about which children go to school and which ones stay home. When you educate a girl, you 

help open a world of opportunity for her future and the future of her family and community. Every $40 pays 

school fees and supplies a school uniform for a girl who would be really happy to go to school. 

 

Thank you for joining us in supporting God’s children around the world. 

 

 

 

 

Highlights from the January 11, 2023 Council Meeting 

 The council finished discussing the book “Membership to Discipleship” and considered what Trinity 

might offer in helping members grow as disciples.  

 Trinity is working with Tithe.ly to redo our website. We are hoping for a launch of the new website in 

late February or early March.  

 The “beautification team” is taking suggestions for decorating the fellowship hall. Lois Lukas is taking 

suggestions. The team is finishing their inventory of the building. They are also rotating art in the 

narthex so the congregation can enjoy the art we have here at Trinity.  

 We are still on track for our Screen to be installed in the sanctuary in late February. Nicole Ferrell is 

prepping content for the screen.  

 Pastor’s housing allowance was approved for 2023. 

 The Auditing team was approved for 2023: Alice Grant, Bob Kilby and Jason Woodbury. 

 The Council discussed all the details for the Annual Meeting on February 5.  

 The Council talked about bringing back Simple Suppers for Lent. It was decided that we will have a 

meal in the fellowship hall for Ash Wednesday and then lighter snacks in the narthex before worship 

during the regular Lenten weeks. 

 The Council discussed putting together a lay team to lead worship when Pastor Denise is gone.  

 The Council discussed restructuring our ministry team planning and this will be presented at the Annual 

Meeting.  

 The Proposed Ministry Plan/Budget for 2023 was approved by the Council for presentation to the 

congregation at the Annual Meeting on February 5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Financial Update for December 

Submitted by David Hahn 

 

Financial Update for December: December was an average break-even month.  

1. Net income for the month was +$478. Year-to-date deficit was -$23,838. 

2. Christmas offerings did help provide us with positive net income. 

3. We used a Mutual Fund reserve of $20,000, as planned if necessary, to cover most of our year 

end deficit. 

4. Based on our budget projections, year end income was up and expenses were on target.   

2023 Ministry Plan   

1. To date, we have 83 households, pledging $238,422, which is very much on target from last year. This is 

a good response and we appreciate everyone who has turned in their pledges.  

2. We continue to need everyone’s support for another potentially challenging year. For those of you who 

have not yet turned in your pledges, there is still time. So much of our planning for 2023 ministries 

depends on these pledges.  

Project Uplift: The balance in the account is $38,846. Income was $1,368.  

Stories to Share: Even with such a difficult year, we have a “silver lining” in the financial news of 2022 and 

YOU, the congregants, are to be recognized. For most of the year you heard us present monthly news of our 

increasing deficit. And we did have a large deficit to cover at year end, but it wasn’t as bad as we had planned. 

Your gifting to the operating budget reduced our planned deficit to almost half. This is a good story to share. 

Thank you Trinity for your financial support in 2022, and we look forward to this same kind of support again in 

2023. 
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February 2023 TIDINGS 

For more information about our congregation, please visit our website 

at www.tlcsm.org. 

 

       
 

In person worship at 5:00 p.m. Saturday 

In person and live stream worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday School 3-year-olds – 8th grade at 8:45 a.m. 

          High School at 10:30 a.m. 

Church office Hours: Monday & Thursday 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Contact Us 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

2507 5th Avenue 

South Milwaukee, WI 53172 

 

414-762-6626 

pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

www.tlcsm.org 

www.facebook.com/tlcsm 
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