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Branson Rogers (00:00): 

All right, this morning we're gonna be over in Matthew this morning. We're gonna be talking about the 
the attitudes. And, you know, I heard a little about a little six year old boy one time, and he was trying 
his best to memorize John chapter three. And in verse 16, and of course, you know, six years old, he 
wasn't quite there yet as far as memorizing things and, and you know, words and all that kind of stuff. 
So they said to him, they said, well, go ahead and, you know, recite John chapter three, verse 16, the 
very best you possibly can, and we'll have it up on the screen. Now, this is a way it is supposed to go. All 
of you know, the, the words for God's to love the world that he gave his only begotten son, that who's 
whoever believes in him should not perish, but have Everlast in life. Amen. Amen. So here's what the 
little boy said. He said, for God's to love the world that he gave his only begotten son, he's doing good 
there for who's, whoever believes in him should not perish, but here's where he goes, but should live life 
happily ever after <laugh>. 

(01:07): 

But you know something, you look at that and you think to yourself, well, that little kid messed up. He 
didn't, he really didn't mess up at all. What he did was he said it the way that God wants it, because God 
says, if you know me as your Lord and Savior, my desire for you is that you would live a life happily ever 
after. Amen. He wants us to live a life happy here. And of course, we're gonna live a life happy when we 
get to heaven. Amen. Amen. But you know, we as Christians, we must understand that real happiness 
and joy has nothing to do with our outward circumstances. So many people base happiness and joy on 
what is happening on the outside, but we under need to understand that true happiness and joy is not 
external. It's not circumstances and situations, it's internal. 

(02:07): 

It's the confidence. And I wrote this down. I said, it's the confidence that Jesus funnels everything that 
comes our way. Amen. We've gotta understand that folks, everything in the world that comes your way 
or comes my way, has to go through God first before it gets to us. Now, sometimes things come our 
way, maybe because we're at a step with God, and God allows certain things to come our way that we 
don't like. And sometimes those things are to get us back on track spiritually. Amen? Not all the time, 
but sometimes he does that. So internal joy and happiness is based on a lot of different things. It's 
based, I believe, first of all, on the confidence, the confidence that we must have as Christians, that he is 
our heavenly Father. He's our heavenly Father. He wants the best for you. He wants the best for me. 

(03:04): 

And he funnels every single thing that happens in our life through him. Secondly, the Bible tells us, and 
we've gotta understand this, we must have the confidence again that all things work for the good of 
God. Now, I know sometimes that seems crazy because you've had things in your life, I've had things in 
my life. Maybe you're going through things right now and you don't understand it, and you say, well, 
wait a minute, pastor, you say that I've gotta have confidence that all things work for the good of those 
that believe God. And here's why I say that. First of all, I have confidence in that. And you should have 
confidence in that because God says it. Amen. Amen. He's never let you down. He'll never let you down. 
And another thing we need to understand is we do not know the end from the beginning. 

(03:56): 

We don't know what tomorrow holds. We don't know what next week holds. So we have to have the 
confidence in the Lord that he has got everything in order in our life, that all things work together for 
the good. And when we think about that a little bit more, all of the things in life that we do wrong, all of 
the exits, all of the turns, all of our wish, we'd have done that. Instead of that, the Lord has a marvelous 
way of being able to take all of our wrong turns in life and to get us back on the right track. Amen. 
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Amen. Because he says, all things work together for the good. God's got a purpose for you. He's got a 
purpose for me. That purpose will never change no matter what we do in life, that purpose will never 
change. And God will always get us back on the right road towards that purpose, always. 

(04:47): 

And that's a great thing to understand. I put that in another thing. It says, he will never leave you. Has he 
ever left you? No. You cannot lose your salvation this morning. I don't care what people say on 
television. I don't care what people say on radio. I don't care what books you read. If anyone tells you 
that you can lose your salvation, they are wrong. As wrong can be. You cannot lose your salvation. You 
can lose your fellowship. You can be at a fellowship with the Lord, but you will never, ever lose that 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Amen. Amen. I one of my kids maybe get, get mad at me and say, Hey, 
you're not my daddy anymore. Guess what? You stuck with me <laugh>. 

(05:35): 

And guess what? I've stuck with you. Amen. That's the way it is with Jesus. Once you come to know Him 
as Lord and Savior, he's always your savior. So I have a confidence today that no matter what comes my 
way, Jesus is always with me. He never leaves me. He never forsakes me. And then he goes on and says, 
you know, I am more than a conqueror through anything that comes my way. Not because I'm Pastor 
Branson, not because you are who you are, but it's because of who he is. Amen. Amen. And then the 
Bible tells us, I can do all things through Christ that strengthens me. And then he goes on and says, you 
know what? You and Jesus are a majority and every single situation that'll ever come your way. So that's 
why joy and happiness should be in our life, and it should be there all the time, just because of the 
things that I just got through saying. 

(06:29): 

And we can add more things to those things. But you know, outside happiness when you think about in 
life, is very conditional. I'm gonna give you a couple examples of that. You come home last Friday and 
you said, honey, you won't believe this, but I got a raise. Let's go out to Burger King, and I'll tell you 
what, I'm gonna treat you. And you know what I'm gonna do? We're gonna do something we haven't 
done in months. I'm gonna get you two slices of cheese on that hamburger. We're gonna really, we're 
gonna really live it up. And by the way, cheese has gone up. Amen. It's really a luxury, almost a half 
cheese on your hamburger, but you're always, you're excited because you've got a raise. So therefore, 
your happiness and joy because of something just happened to you, you're on Cloud nine, right? And 
then you know what? 

(07:15): 

You do your taxes and you find out that you've got a tax return coming. Yes. There's three people that 
are excited about that this morning. Amen. You got a hangover for the year, for the hour. Okay? Look, 
you get a big refund coming your way. You're not gonna go, you be Yay, yay. Yeah, sure you are. You're 
gonna be happy about that. Why? Because something goodness happened to me that's outside joy. But 
inside joy is something that is not conditional. It is something that is always there. It is unconditional. 
Amen. Amen. Unconditional. Why? Because we have a God that never changes. He's the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. So as rough as things are in our life, the Bible says, our joy and our 
happiness must always be the same, because it's based on the same God that never ever changes. So 
this morning, we're gonna look at three, be attitudes that are found in Matthew. 

(08:18): 

And many people, and maybe you have, when you've looked at these be attitudes, when you first look 
at 'em, when you first look at the be attitudes, you may say, well, pastor, wait a minute. These things 
seem upside down. I mean, because if I'm really, you know, a Christian and trying to live for the Lord, 
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these things seem like they contradict one another. Many people have called 'em upside down 
blessings. But the more that you look at the be attitudes, the more that you're gonna see that these be. 
Attitudes are really a key in a lot of ways to the happiness, joy that we have is a Christian. Let's begin this 
morning. Be attitude number one. That's always a good place to start, right? Matthew chapter five in 
verse three, blessed are the poor in spirit. Now, does that not sound a little upside down to you? 

(09:15): 

For theirs is a kingdom of heaven. So understand, Jesus is sitting here and he's talk, he's talking, he's 
preaching a sermon on the attitudes, on the Sermon of the Mount. And he says, blessed are the poor in 
spirit. Right away people say, hold on, Jesus. That don't sound very good to me. Who wants to be poor? 
Who wants to be poor in spirit? Well, look again, on the surface, it seems like it's not quite right, but 
when you dig into it a little bit, you'll find out that Jesus here is not talking about being poor in finances. 
He's not talking about being poor emotionally. What Jesus is talking about is when we look at ourself, 
now, hold on and listen. Now, when we look at ourself in the light of what he has done for us by going to 
the cross and dying on the cross and giving us salvation, which we did not deserve, because we're all 
sinners. 

(10:23): 

Amen. Amen. When he gives us that unconditional love, he's talking about, when you see yourself and 
the light of what I have done for you on the cross, you are going to consider yourself poor in spirit. 
You're gonna consider yourself absolutely holy bankrupt before a holy God. In other words, he's saying, 
when you look at yourself in light of everything that I've done for you, here's the right attitude we 
should have as Christians. Hey, I am nothing, absolutely nothing without God. Amen. Amen. That's how 
we need to look at it. Amen. Folks, if we look at that every day, that'll short certainly keep us humble. 
Amen. That'll certainly keep us praiseful. Amen. Amen. That's what the Lord says. And the word poor did 
a little looking this week. And you know, as I've told you, I don't know a whole lot about the Greek. You 
know, only one I know runs a deli. 

(11:19): 

But listen, hey, I looked up the word poor in, in the Greek, and that word means Petco, not Petco. Okay, 
Petcos. All right? And what that means literally is to crouch. It means to cover. It's a picture of a beggar, 
a person with absolutely nothing covering their face with shame. It's a picture of a beggar with his ha or 
her hands out stretched covering their face as you go by. That's what it's a picture of. You remember 
when Moses was there and the clef of the rock, that Jesus, holy God passed by him. Remember that? 
And when holy God passed by, Moses could not look at God. Moses had to hide his face. He had to 
cover his face because a holy God was passing by him. He couldn't even look on the radiance and the 
holiness of God. That's what this, the scripture's saying. 

(12:35): 

It's saying every day that we as Christians wake up in the morning, we should feel like God, listen, I am 
nothing without you. God, thank you for sending your son Jesus to the cross, to down the cross and shed 
his blood For me, I am unholy. I'm just like a Becker. One day that was begging for something. All of the 
roads that I was taking in life were crooked. And Lord, by your grace, by your unconditional love, you 
allowed me to ask your Son to come into my life, to be my Lord and Savior. You forgave me and my sins. 
You keep forgiving me of my sins, Lord Jesus, I am nothing, absolutely nothing without you. Everything 
that I have, everything that I hope to have is all the cause of you. I am not a self-made woman. I am not 
a self-made man. No. 

(13:34): 
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Everything I have, every thought my mind, everything that I have is yours. I am nothing without you. 
Amen. That's what it's talking about. Folks. If we would act like that every day, if we would say blessed is 
myself, that is poor spirit. If we would, when people come to us and they say, Hey, you did this, you did 
that. If we would quickly say, no, no, I didn't do any of that. It's because of what Jesus did for me. When 
something happens in our life that is good, don't sit there and start patting yourself on the back that 
you're so great, that you're so wonderful. You closed a deal nobody else could close. You're the greatest 
parent in all the world. Hey, no, I passed this test. I got this car, I got this house, I got this promotion. No, 
no, no, and no. You would not have gotten any of that had it not been for the favor and the blessings of 
God opening those doors for you. 

(14:35): 

Amen. Amen. Yes sir. You do not open doors. That's right. God opens doors. Amen. God does the 
impossible. Yes. God is the one that says, if you walk with me, I will bless you. I will open doors that you 
don't think can be opened. Folks, when you and I are right with God, when we are poor in spirit, when 
we are giving him all the glory and the honor and the praise, when we are humble before God and we 
are not prideful before God, I will tell you this, God is for us and he will bless us. 

(15:12): 

Blessed are those that are poor in spirit. The problem comes in is folks, we don't look up and down and 
give God praise. A lot of times we look horizontally. And what I mean by that is this. There are people 
that come into church and what they do is they size their life up in light of other people's, the way 
they're living. They look around and they say, well, I know about that person right there, and I gotta be 
careful where I'm pointing here. I'll just point up here, <laugh>, Hey, while you're one persons are, you 
sit over looking over here. I hope you don't point towards me. Listen, hey, look, they come into church 
and they start looking over here and they say, I know about that person over there. You know, I know 
what that person does. Nobody else knows what that person does, but I know what that person does. 
That person over there, they do this. That person over there, they do this. And you know what you say 
to yourself? You know what, in light of all that, I'm a pretty good person, 

Branson Rogers (16:07): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (16:08): 

I really am. I'm not doing that. I'm not doing that. I'm not doing that. Yeah, I'm doing a couple things, but 
you know what, in light of that, I am doing nothing. I am just great. I'm just wonderful. I wish everybody 
could be like me. You know what? What you're doing is you're looking at other folks. You're looking at 
maybe sins and imperfections and wrongs in their life, and you say, you know, I'm so much better than 
they are. You know what that's called? That's called pride. Amen. That's exactly what it is. Because when 
you do something like that or think something like that, what you're doing is trying to make yourself feel 
better because of your stinking life. That's 

Branson Rogers (16:48): 

Right. 

Branson Rogers (16:48): 

Amen. Amen. You don't judge yourself on what anybody else is doing. You judge yourself in the light of 
God, and what he says is right and wrong for your life. What are we gonna do is start putting sins at the 
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top. That sins worse than that one. The pastor. Don't put that one in the middle. Put that one down. No, 
no, no, no. Sin is sin, right? Some people are so stinking prideful and full of themselves. They look at God 
every day and they say, God, you know what? You are so lucky to have me on your team, 

Branson Rogers (17:15): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (17:19): 

You really are. God. I want you to know that you're so lucky. You may not say those words, but a lot of 
times we act like that. You know why we act like that? We act like that because we are someone that 
absorbs the praise that people give us. We're someone that wants to just say, Hey, I, boy, I'll tell you 
what, Hey, did you see what I did? I did this, I did this, I did this, I did this. And as they say, I've said many 
times, you are absolutely a legend in own mind. 

Branson Rogers (17:50): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (17:51): 

Have you ever been around folks like that? You can't get a word in edgewise cuz they're telling you how 
great and wonderful they are. The only thing they're missing is a Superman suit. 

Branson Rogers (17:59): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (18:00): 

Amen. Or a Wonder woman suit. They should go around with a big S or a big W. Amen. Lemme tell you 
something, God de detests that kind of pride. You know how much he detested? Look at Proverbs 
chapter 16, verse five, the Lord detest, you know what that word means? Really? It means the Lord says, 
pride is utterly repulsive. Yes, sir. You look it out. Detest there means utterly repulsive. So the Lord says, 
listen, I look at pride in your life, and I say, is utterly repulsive, all the proud of heart. Be sure of this. 
They will not go unpunished. Now, explain that to you. God says, I hate, that's a powerful word. You look 
it up. There's things that God hates. Pride is right at the top of the list. He hates pride. You know what 
pride is? Pride says, I'm the one that did it and you didn't have a part of it. 

(19:05): 

Pride is us taking the credit for something that we have no business taking the credit for. Understand 
folks, everything in your life, everything in my life is because of the favor of God in our life. You get out a 
loaf of bread and fix yourself a peanut butter and jelly sandwich this afternoon, you better thank God 
for the peanut butter. You better thank God for the jelly and the two slices of bread. Amen. You say, 
pastor, that's stupid. No, you wouldn't have peanut butter and jelly sandwich had not got God not given 
you one. Amen. Amen. You say, well, I don't want peanut butter and jelly. I want a roast beef sandwich. 
Well, that's too bad. If you've only got enough money to buy peanut butter and jelly. Thank God for the 
peanut butter and jelly. Amen. Amen. Amen. I don't know about you, but I like peanut butter and jelly. I 
cheese jelly up once in a while, Peter butter stays the same. Peter Pan, you buy any other brand, God 
help you. Listen, <laugh>, it says the Lord detest utterly repulsive of pride. And what it also, what that 
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means is this, he hates pride so much, and I want you to get this. He hates pride so much that he says, if 
you are prideful, I am gonna oppose you. 

(20:20): 

How many of y'all want to go up against God? Oh, come on. Come on. 

(20:27): 

He's saying this. You want to be prideful? Come. You want be prideful. I hate pride and you know what 
I'm gonna do? I'm gonna oppose everything that you do. He is gonna actually oppose your pridefulness 
and mind. He's gonna come against it. He's gonna come against it in different ways. He may say, okay, 
you think you're a big shot. I'm gonna hold that promotion back from you and you ain't getting it. You 
think you're a big shot. You aren't getting that job. Not in a million years. You think you're a big shot. 
You're not closing that deal or that deal. You think you're a big shot. Hey, you're not gonna get this. 
You're not gonna get this. I'm holding this back from you. You don't think God can do that? Amen. What 
did I just get through saying? God opens doors. Yes ma'am. God also closes 'em. And when he closes a 
door, when he opposes it, he puts locks on that door. Yes. 

Branson Rogers (21:22): 

He explains it. 

Branson Rogers (21:23): 

You know what we try to do? We try to pick the locks, 

Branson Rogers (21:27): 

<Laugh>, 

Branson Rogers (21:30): 

The door's closed. So we say, oh, I can fix this. So we get out our little, our little tools. You know, you've 
seen it on television, Hey, put this thing in there and finally the door opens. Ha. I knew I could crack that 
or we try to do that. But listen, go ahead and get out your tools. Go ahead. You know what I found out in 
my life, and I've found this out many times, when God closes the door and he locks the door, I ain't 
getting it open. 

Branson Rogers (21:58): 

<Laugh>. That's 

Branson Rogers (21:59): 

Right. I don't care how smart I am, God says, wait a minute, pastor Branson, you think you think you 
could do that? Pastor Branson, you working on your own knowledge, you're working on your own 
wisdom. You left me out of that plan. You left me out of that sermon. You left me out of this. Hey, I 
show you something. Hey, I'm gonna lock that door and I'm gonna bolt it until you get your life right 
with me. Do you understand that? Amen. That's a lesson. Mm-Hmm. <affirmative>, that's a hard lesson. 
And he teaches that lesson to us in a lot of different ways. It does not have to be financial. It can be a lot 
of different ways because we need to understand blessed is a poor in spirit. Blessed are those that are 
humble. Blessed are those that give him praise, honor and glory. Well, I'm this, I'm this. You are nothing. 
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Branson Rogers (22:50): 

Amen. 

Branson Rogers (22:51): 

I am nothing. You get that Five of you listen. You're nothing. Yes, I'm nothing apart from God. He is my 
everything. He's my everything. Folks. I better remember that too every day cuz Satan tries to interject 
pride in my life. Every day people come up to me. Oh, pastor, that was a great funeral sermon. Oh, 
pastor, this woman the other day told me that I was bearing a Catholic priest. 

Branson Rogers (23:20): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (23:22): 

I really didn't know how to accept that <laugh>. 

(23:26): 

I know here at the church we do let exercise and they do, but I, you know, I, that's all I know. You know, 
I was wearing a white shirt. Maybe that gave me away. I don't know. But I didn't have any water with me 
or anything, so I, I really don't know. You know what was going on. I had a monster and she must have 
interpreted that for water. But anyway, folks, listen. Listen, if I take those compliments home or 
compliments sometimes folks give me here or wherever I'm at. If I take those compliments home and I 
dwell on them, I am not very poor in the spirit. I better thank God and give him the credit every single 
time. Amen. Amen. I'm nothing without Jesus. I just got through telling him this morning. All my knees in 
my office is I do every single Sunday before I come out here. 

(24:12): 

You know what I pray? Here's my prayer. I said, Lord, I'm coming to you today as that little boy with the 
loaves and fishes. I ain't very much, but I'm giving you everything that I am. I know that I'm not this 
person. I'm not this person. I'm not this person. I'm not the sharpest tool in the box. But Lord, let me tell 
you something. I'm giving you everything that I got now, Lord. I'm gonna serve you and I'm just gonna 
just open the, open the gates and let it be what it's going to be. And Lord, I'm just gonna give you the 
glory and honor for it all. False. I try my best not to ever leave the driveway of this church. We've taken 
any compliments home with me. I give it all to God. 

Branson Rogers (24:51): 

Amen. 

Branson Rogers (24:51): 

Amen. Astra, how many sermons have you preached? Thousands. How many funerals have you done? 
Thousands. How many weddings have you done? Enough? 

(25:11): 

But I will tell you this, I learned a long time ago, and I will tell you, I learned this the hard way. Do not 
take the glory and the honor and praise away from Jesus. Give it to him. And folks, I will tell you, an 
amazing thing happens when we trade off that and we give it to Jesus. He opens doors for us like we 
have never, ever seen. He blesses our socks off if he knows that we love him and we are praising him, 
not only in ourself, but we praise him among other people. Do you know what an example that is? Ola. 
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Hey, do you never will? Guess what God did for me today, what he did for me yesterday? What a 
powerful statement that is. Amen. We're bringing him glory. Amen. Amen. Blessing number two, be 
attitude. Number two, look at Matthew chapter five, verse four. Blessed are they that born for they shall 
be comforted. Peoples again, they're listening. They say, wait a minute, Jesus, you got that all wrong. I 
am not happy when I'm mourn. I don't know about you, but I am not happy when I'm mourn. And you 
know, everybody knows that Jesus. Because you know when you go through sadness, nobody is happy. 
But there again, this is not what God, Jesus is saying Through this passage. People have interpreted 
mourning for moaning. A lot of times. He didn't say, blessed are the mourns. 

(27:00): 

Have you ever met a moaner? I've met some. And I will tell you, when you're around a moaner, there's 
somebody that they look at life and the things in life and they moan and they groan and they whine, 
they gripe, they complain. And here's some of the typical ones in church. Y'all ready? And if you are a 
moaner like this, I think that you probably ought not to see men here, 

Branson Rogers (27:36): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (27:38): 

I do not like the music. I told Sebastian a long time ago, I said, Sebastian, you have one of the hardest 
jobs in this church. Because no matter what the praise team sings, it's not gonna be the song sometimes 
that you want. We sang a couple of older songs this morning, didn't we? You younger folks are sitting 
there saying, when did they sing that? When they were on the Titanic going down 

Branson Rogers (28:05): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (28:12): 

I know that's what you were thinking because I was sitting over there with Vicky and I said, look at all 
them young folks over there. 

Branson Rogers (28:19): 

<Laugh>, 

Branson Rogers (28:20): 

What do you mean? Jesus paid it all to him and glove. I understand what it's saying, but my gosh, rev it 
up a little bit. Let's get some swing in that. So he didn't win with that first song. All the younger folks 
were saying, yeah, 

Branson Rogers (28:37): 

Yeah, 

Branson Rogers (28:37): 

I watched you. I was back there. Hands raised like this. Older folks, again, great words with some older 
folks may be sitting here saying, I don't think you ought to be swinging in church 
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Branson Rogers (28:56): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (28:59): 

But they're the same folks that will go to a bingo game and go, bingo. I don't think we ought to be like 
that in church. Yeah, come on in and be comatose. Amen. Jesus paid it all. Holy, am i o listen, come on. 
That's tough. And then here's the famous one here. The temperature. No lie, nobody likes a 
temperature. Let me tell you about this temperature around here. Okay, y'all ready? I'm gonna get, I'm 
gonna give you a secret. I'm gonna, I'm gonna let you into a secret. Go back there and you can hit any of 
those thermostats you want. And there's some of y'all that do this. 

Branson Rogers (29:37): 

<Laugh>, 

Branson Rogers (29:37): 

I love it when this happens. It just brings so much joy to my heart. 

Branson Rogers (29:42): 

<Laugh>, 

Branson Rogers (29:42): 

We're a step ahead of you. You go back there and you touch any of those thermostats and you can push 
it and you'll say, oh my goodness, they got it. 70 degrees in here. So you go, you get up to about 75 and 
you look around, nobody saw you, you just walk away. 

Branson Rogers (29:59): 

Oh. 

Branson Rogers (29:59): 

And you get back with your wife or your husband. You say, I 

Branson Rogers (30:02): 

Fixed that <laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (30:05): 

Lemme tell you something. Go back there and fool with it. No matter which button you touch, you ain't 
doing nothing 

Branson Rogers (30:13): 

<Laugh>, 

Branson Rogers (30:16): 

Because we got a passcode on that thing. I just busted somebody's thought, well here this morning, 
<laugh>, but somebody's already touched that. Pop that one back there. <Laugh>. We got that fixed too. 
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We understand some people aren't gonna like it. Oh, they got the fans on again. Wow. Ruin my whole 
morning. You're not thinking about worshiping God. You're more concerned about the fan that's over 
you. How many revolutions do you think that is? Artie 

Branson Rogers (30:46): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (30:50): 

Then you've already got upset at Ms. Cheryl out there. They didn't have your favorite donut this 
morning. Ruined your whole dad. Good morning. Right there off the bottom. You've taught more about 
that donut that she didn't have than anything else has gone on this morning. You know why? It's not her 
fault. It's pub's his fault. Amen. She gets what they give her. Amen. Amen. Come on. Toilet tissue. I don't 
have to say anything about that. Y'all know how it goes around here. More concerned about two ply, 
four ply fire. Apply any kind of pie than you are about what goes on. Oh, in the, yeah, the paint color. 
People don't like painting around here. People don't like it at all. Painted the cross out there. Red. Oh 
yeah. Woman come in my office. She said the whole place is going to satanic. I said, what? She said, I 
just knew it. I knew it. They called you to be pastored there. The whole place is going to satanic. I said, 
why? Because you painted the cross red. I said, let me tell you something, we're not going to satanic. 
Have you ever heard about the blood of Jesus? 

(31:55): 

Well, that that person still ain't come back. <Laugh>. 

(32:00): 

Well, I don't like the carpet color past. You know why we don't ask everybody around here what we're 
gonna paint, how we're gonna paint, what color and what car? Carpet. Carpet color, what ply tissue we 
are using around here. You know why we don't just put out a vote every Sunday morning, every Sunday 
morning. Y'all gonna come in here. Let's vote on this today. You know how many different votes we'd 
get? We didn't never accomplished nothing around here. That's right. So we just put some people 
together. We paint what we want to, we carpet, but we want to, we do what we want to. If you don't 
like it, get adjusted. 

(32:29): 

<Laugh>. If you don't go somewhere where you like there, carpet, color, tissue, whatever it else. Listen. 
You can't have joy and be moaning at the same time. I'll give you a scripture. Philippians chapter two 
verses 14 and 15. Do everything without griping. Amen. Grumbling or arguing that says everything. It 
doesn't say some things you don't like it. Keep your mouth shut. Amen. Amen. Mama used to say, you 
ain't got nothing good to say. Keep your mouth shut. Amen. So that you may continue blame us in pure 
children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation. Then you will shine among them like 
stars in the sky. False. What that's trying to say is we need to understand that. Listen, God knows. God 
knows when we are going through tough times. Amen. He knows. And when it's talking about mourning 
here, he's saying, listen, I'm not talking about moaning and here's what I wanna say about mourning. 

(33:34): 

He says, I know when you are going through a tough time with a loss of a family member or a loss of a 
friend. Amen. He's very near and dear to you. He counts your tears. He puts your tears in a bottle. You 
thank God is not, is not compassionate. When we are going through times of mourning. Yes he is. There 
are people, they're family members. There's friends that are addicted to drugs, alcohol, different 
lifestyles, bad choices that people have made in families and things. And you don't think that God does 
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not hear your prayers. He hears your prayers. And listen, he wants your loved ones and family members 
to overcome those addictions more than you want 'em to overcome 'em. Amen. Amen. We need to 
understand that Jesus is one that knew how to cry. He stood at the, he stood at the grave of Lazarus, his 
brother, and he cried. 

(34:30): 

He was there looking on the city of Jerusalem and he cried. He knows what it is to mourn. He went 
through everything that you and I go through. Look at, if you will, at Proverbs chapter 28, verse 13, 
Proverbs 28, verse 13. It says, whoever conceals their sin does not prosper. But the one who confesses 
and renounces them finds mercy. In other words, what he's saying here is, listen, you better understand 
that some of us mourn, some of us mourn in our life because of things we've allowed into our life that 
are not right. And when those things come into our life that are aren't, not, are not right, that are 
contrary to the scriptures, the Lord will allow the Holy Spirit to keep on, to keep on, to keep on, to keep 
on bringing those things to our mind, to He humbles us, puts us on our knees that we have nowhere to 
look but up. 

(35:23): 

Amen. Amen. He will break you. He will break me. He broke David, did he not? He broke David down to 
his knees. And what he says is, listen, I am, even if you don't confess your sins, I have a way of bringing 
your sins out in front of your face. What did he do to David? David tried to conceal his sin and that David 
and Lord says, wait a minute. That's enough of concealing your sin. You've gotta get right with me 
because I still want to use you. I still have a purpose for you. So what did he do? He assigned Nathan to 
go to David and Nathan says, thou art the man. Up to that point, David thought he had everybody fooled 
except for the Lord. He saw everything. And he says, listen, I have got to do some humbling of David. I've 
gotta get David right. 

(36:17): 

So when Nathan said, you aren't the man, guess what David says, you're right. He got his life right. And 
you look at Psalms chapter 51 sometimes when you wanna see the greatest confession in all the world. 
And that in that chapter's an awesome, awesome confession. He got his life right in. When he did, God 
used him to do magnificent things. So God says, sometimes we're mourning because of things that are 
around us that we're actually mourning and we're sad about. But sometimes that sadness and that 
mourning is because of things we've allowed in our own life. The attitude number three, we're talking 
about Matthew chapter five and verse five. Blessed are the meek. And that word meek can be described 
as gentle. Blessed are the meek. Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. Listen, being 
meek, being gentle does not mean being weak. 

(37:18): 

Amen. Some Christians think that we ought to be weak. No, we ought to be strong. We ought to be 
someone that speaks out when things are wrong. Jesus gave us a great example of this. Jesus was 
amicus. He was a gentles man that ever lived. Amen. But he was a far cry from being weak. And John 
two, if you read it, it says that they were robbers in the temple and the holy place, they were there and 
they were setting up shop. And Jesus walked in and he said, what are you doing? And they said, I'm 
gonna do what I want to do. I'm gonna be setting up shop here in, in your place. And Jesus said, no, 
you're not. And they said, well, yes I am. Jesus said, no, you're not. Well, yes I am. And Jesus said, well, 
okay, well we'll just take care of this right now. 

(38:17): 

So what he did is he got himself, he made himself a whip. And what he did was he gave them a spanking 
that they would never forget. <Laugh>, he singlehandedly cleared out the temple. Amen. I don't know 
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how many men were in there. Women, I don't know what was in there, but I'll tell you, you what? He 
made 'em scatter in a, in a heartbeat. Because they thought that old Jesus was coming along and Hey, 
we've heard about him. He's just gentle. He's just meek. He's just weak. No, sir. You go against the 
scriptures, you go against what he says is right, and what he says is wrong. Listen, you go against what? 
That, those things, you're gonna pay for it. Amen. Amen. He got out a whip. And the same ought to be 
said, said of you and I, folk, we live in a, what there's calling now is a woke society. 

(39:07): 

Things that are wrong and we're know, they're, we know they're wrong. We do not need to sit here and 
take it. Am I hitting home with y'all today? Yes. You need to open your mouth. Yes. What do you think 
about this? Tell 'em. Yes. Right? It's not what you think. It's what Jesus thinks. Amen. Tell 'em what the 
word of God has to say. Amen. Say it in a loving way, but tell 'em how it needs to be said. Amen. Amen. 
What do you think about this pastor? What do you think about it? Listen, somebody asked me those 
questions. I'll say, first thing outta my mouth will be, it's not what I'm saying. It's what God's saying. And 
here's what he says. Amen. And you know what? His opinion ain't changed. That's right. It's told Vicky's 
just the other day, I said, I have never seen so many people gone crazy in all my life. <Laugh> 

(40:00): 

Absolutely nuts. I mean thinking things that I have never thought about in my whole entire life when I 
was growing up. I ain't thinking about stuff like that. And my life was fine. And now they're telling 
society gotta be this way, this way, this way, and this way. My goodness have gone nuts me talking 
about that in a couple of weeks. So I'm gonna hold off on that one. Jesus made a whip, cleaned out the 
robbers. Then Peter, everybody thought that he was great and he was meek, but he was Jesus's right 
hand man. And what'd he do? He pulled out a sword in the garden of Gethsemane when the soldiers 
came to arrest Jesus. He cut off Malcolm's ear right there. And if he wasn't fast, he'd have cut out the 
other one he was ready to, to take on the whole crowd. I like him man. 

(40:47): 

He a man of action, <laugh>. He wasn't weak, my gosh. He was ready to get with it. And then a little bit 
later, after he had sinned and after he had done denied the Lord three times, we find him over in ax 
given a sermon, one of the greatest sermons that ever was preached. It's not recorded. You can't even 
find it on cassette. But listen, over 3000 people came to know Jesus as Lord is Savior. That's that's pretty 
weak, isn't it? No. That's about as strong as it gets. Amen. He was preaching a very unpopular message 
and he, he didn't care. He stood up there and did what Jesus told him to do. And then Steven, oh my 
goodness, they thought that he was a meek little guy. You know what? He wasn't weak. No. He stood up 
in the Sanhedrin to people that he knew that opposed, that hated Jesus, that hated his teachings. 

(41:35): 

And he preached a strong, strong convicting sermon. So much so they got so ticked off, they took him 
out there in the back of the church or wherever they were, and they stoned him to death. And I believe 
with all of my heart, when Stephen started that sermon, he knew he was gonna die, but he didn't let 
that stop him. He did what God told him to do. He was an example. Oh, he wasn't weak. And you know, 
today I think of myself. I think, you know, I try my best as a pastor to be meek. I try myself to be gentle. 
Those people that know me think I'm very meek. They think I'm very gentle except for my wife and she, 
she knows the truth. But listen, listen. But you know, I say that. But here's the deal. Don't push this 
pastor. Don't push this pastor. 

(42:29): 

Now what I mean by that is this, I have a role in this church and my role in this church is to be the 
shepherd of this flock. Folks come in here and they want to cause trouble. They start criticizing my staff. 
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They start getting on people's, you know, talking about folks or you know, being bad influence on some 
of our folks. They don't like the way we're doing. I guarantee you, you're gonna see my attitude change. 
I'm not gonna be meek, I'm not gonna be mild. I am going to have what I call a come to Jesus meeting 
with you. 

(43:06): 

Most come to Jesus meetings happen in my office, but don't think every time I ask you to come into my 
office, we're gonna have a come to Jesus meeting. Everybody comes in my office, they say, oh my 
goodness, I'm going to the principal's office. No, look, I actually ask people in there sometimes for, for a 
Babe Ruth candy bar <laugh>. Or sometimes I have a Reeses, I have a monster. You know, I sometimes I 
just call you in there to talk to you. All right? I love you. But you know what? If you're going crooked, if 
you're going sideways, if you're causing a lot of problems around here, I have an obligation as a pastor 
to protect my flock. Amen. Amen. Amen. Now, I know that there's some pastors out there that don't 
believe the way I do. What they do is they see stuff going on in church and they don't want to confront 
it. 

(43:55): 

So they lift up the carpet and sweep stuff underneath the carpet and they attack it back down and act 
like it's not gonna come back up. <Laugh>, here's what I found out a long time ago, Folsom, we see stuff 
going on. I've told my deacons the same thing. You are the safeguard of the, of the harmony and the 
love and everything that we've got in our church. They're the gatekeepers. They hear people saying 
things that aren't right. They're gonna confront the person too. And if they can't get you in line, they're 
gonna come to me. And folks, what I want is I wanna solve problems. I don't want you to leave the 
church because of some, I just want you to get your life right and your opinions right. Amen. Amen. 
That's how we're supposed to live. But you know, when I was growing up, if my mama and daddy let me 
do everything that I wanted to do, they wouldn't have showed me that I loved them so much. 

(44:44): 

The Lord says, blessed here are the meat for they shall inherit the earth. What that means is meekness 
folks is power. It is strength under God's control. That's exactly what it is. We are supposed to be meek. 
We are supposed to be gentle. We are supposed to show everybody unconditional love. People are 
supposed to be able to see Jesus in our life. Amen. Amen. Amen. They can't see Jesus in our life when 
we are always trying to be super, super opinionated or offending people right and left. They're not 
gonna see Jesus in your life like that folks. There's a way of talking to people and there's a way of talking 
to people. Amen. Amen. Amen. Some Christians get all excited and they say, oh pastor, I just dressed 
that person down. Well boy, you ought to feel good about yourself because, well, you know what you've 
just done. 

(45:40): 

You just damaged your testimony. I told you, I think I told a Wednesday night crowd about this guy that 
was in Publix a few weeks ago with me. He was an older man. He was probably about 70 or 75 years old. 
And I was two lanes away from him. But this man had a t-shirt on that had the name of his church, and 
I'm gonna mention the name of his church because some of y'all may know the church, probably most of 
you do. But he had on this church, something about his church and all this can be blessed, can be 
prospered. I don't know what he say. But anyway, he was having an argument with a 17 year old, 16, 17 
year old girl that I go to. A lot of times she just wasn't, you know, she had too many people times so I 
couldn't go. 

(46:23): 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=h7k5IGNghsEecXJwXWdubxgsLrmOlV4RgmrwXVN8uATc3C_u6eiNvGn7KyxwUAExADMkxw4wjMGBEAL9e0wBJ_ICyGA&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2586.05
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=_MYSsDkTQUZ3u1osadUVpDkvQqmF117nV9DQJcUT9mEjrtzgVYlvMo-qvjjYuMkIMkFylOTNakO3t4NzQZ3FwE2d2kg&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2635.07
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=_HKD6e0pEu3WON7aS0k5NEy-vX8E9iC0DE_OvJWXsKL9qPdnq8NEA10iIh2RgGf46KjK-7VZ0WovXTzOzMqd7yRih7o&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2684.52
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=v632cdaK2p3B9w3fEMTKSNxalj5g3WmKMM3A3hBQZLLlLWBZmPocrlo1EYSHjGmWounfhPZS3vVRCidkAN5D9beLmM8&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2740.57
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=s4aN24zaPKs05X4kzSB7KECxnDOWYkJ1n2wCS1tEBCqWdVaK1WaReAmWd1zqKzTe0Q0WpP7CcIy0-_UMohbiyCMQ86k&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2783.49


 

 

 Page 14 of 15 

 

He was having an argument about her, about buy one get one free Thomas Bagels. What happened was 
he bought two bagels, two packs of bagels and he saw that she had charged him for two packs of bagels. 
And he looked at her and he says, wait a minute. That's how he said it. Wait a minute, you charged me 
for two packages of bagels. They're supposed to be buy one get one.  So she looked it up, she was nice, 
she said, I might have made a mistake. She looked it up. Guess what? They weren't on sale. Buy one, get 
one. Oh yes they are. Oh yeah, here we go. She had to call a manager. I'm watching this manager comes 
over nice as he could be. The man was as mean as he could be to him. The manager went back, he 
checked on the aisle to make sure they hadn't made a mistake. Guess what? They weren't on sale. The 
manager came back and told the man, the man says you are wrong. They are right. I am not paying for 
this second thing of bagels. Sitting there looking at that and listening to that man, I wanted to go over 
and jerk a knot in it, <laugh>, 

(47:45): 

Because I thought to myself, you are wearing this shirt saying come to my church. Why in the name of 
heaven would anybody want to come to your church? When you are arguing about a thing of Thomas 
Bagels, what a great witness you are. You have lost your cool over a bunch of bagels. Lord, help mercy. 
I'm glad he is not a part of this church. You know what the manager did? He gave him the second pack. 
And if I could have read that manager's mind, he'd just said, I'm gonna give this guy these pickles and I 
want him to shut up. Gotta confess to you, God's truth. I got in the flesh, I got my cart, I was heading out 
and I just stalled like I was looking around. But what I was doing was waking for that man to come my 
way. Pastor, you said me congenital. I was going, oh hey 

Branson Rogers (48:52): 

<Laugh>, 

Branson Rogers (48:54): 

Guess what? He didn't come my way. He went out the other way. So I quickly went to my truck, 

Branson Rogers (49:06): 

Fired it up. 

Branson Rogers (49:09): 

I watched in the rearview mirror where he went, I said, boo pop that thing in reverse. Went around 
there to the aisle. I got him just as he got through putting his stuff in his car and I rolled down my 
passenger window and I said, sir looked at me. I said, can I speak to you a moment? He came over to my 
truck. I said, sir, are you a Christian? He said, yeah, I'm a Christian. I said, you didn't act like it. And he 
looked at me and I said, I was just a couple aisle over when you were arguing about those bagels. You 
had a shirt on that talked, said about your church. You see the shirt there, your shirt there. And I tell 
you, I love you and the Lord, but I'll tell you this, you don't need to be acting like that because if you 
were ever trying to get those people into the church or define those people, could find Jesus as the Lord 
and Savior. 

(50:16): 

The devil certainly used you in that op, in that situation. Amen. I love you. And I'm not saying I'm 
perfect, I do things myself, okay? But I just felt led of God to tell you. And folks, listen, I said it in a meek 
way. I said it in a mild way. I said it in a loving way. I really, really did. I wasn't trying to be his Holy Spirit. 
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But the Lord says sometimes that we need to be a Nathan to other people. We need to talk to him. And 
you know, I haven't seen him anymore. He's probably changed Publix. But listen, 

Branson Rogers (50:52): 

<Laugh>. 

Branson Rogers (50:55): 

But I'll bet you one thing I'll bet you, he thought about that a lot since I said it. And the next time he puts 
on a church shirt or a witness shirt and he goes somewhere, he's gonna be very, very careful of the 
example he sets. And the same goes with us. Yes, amen. We got a lot of people in this congregation that 
wear shirts. Oh, be blessed, be blessed. Be blessed. Some of y'all gonna go to lunch today. You're gonna 
have a waiter, a waitress come up and you're gonna give him what's for cause you're Brock broccoli's 
too tough. Your chicken ain't right, your roast beef ain't right and your service is a little slow and you 
have no way of knowing what that waiter or waitress is going through. Have no way of knowing. But 
understand, the Lord says, we have gotten to, no matter what's going on on the outside, we've gotta 
keep our witness. Oh, I'm gonna show them. I'm gonna leave them a dollar. I'll show them. I'm gonna 
leave them a quarter. Lemme tell you something, if you do that, shame on you. You need to tip 'em the 
way they need to be tipped. 

(52:12): 

I'm not saying sometimes you're not in the right and I'm not in the right, but we represent Jesus Christ. 

Branson Rogers (52:19): 

Amen. 

Branson Rogers (52:21): 

Had a man one time in church and he said, pastor, I'll tell you, heard that story about the waiters and 
waitresses and I'll tell you what I do, I put out a track on the table every time I get ready to leave. And 
then somebody else told me, yeah, he puts out a track, but he always puts a dollar bill in there 

(52:39): 

When it's a $20 meal. Folks, we witness in a lot of different ways. The only Bible that this unsaved world 
is reading is a Bible that we are representing in Jesus. The Lord says, blessed are those. And we went 
through those first three, be attitudes. Look at your life as I looked at my life this week and see if we're 
measuring up to those first three. Be attitudes. We're gonna cover the next three. Be attitudes in the 
next message. But I pray that this has been a, a blessing to you today. These be attitudes, they're, 
they're really good and I advise you to get in into 'em and study 'em a little bit deeper cuz they've got a 
lot of good nuggets in there.  

 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=uUhawrZ_j3M3DbaG2eaB-oNCKbov7hu8EzuLUocfhicBR4sw5CQE8lxmmRmu2isFOQMaULp3QQCV5gB14qjeZnyXO7k&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3052.91
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=xYGldQQlhJjURAU1b1euMwKFDSCEKy6LHtE7uMWiowdXb2l1NKOxVqrA-OSAcM-LLIy2to4jsqMQkBb7S37MrQhn9IA&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3055.49
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=NSXuG4j4ZrnalemDHvaP8g_1M6Z7DHBS20T2Kr2A_ZLvu96_MdMB5nIkxFfzrbSYH99y7xTM7GC9_aRhv-Ag8h8WEGs&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3132.08
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=d9UZ3tDnKId1X2UeheP1U8fFjnjOgDh3l1hI50ef375RrMEcnlp-5opDQjCkdu3of9PwI8dUcVb2BYqgW7UFrpC296g&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3139.71
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=_n9UvUV4OsTYkA5zf8SrAB1fNjBx2yoKBD-5H39QlFDhYbsJ4zcg3OiBaw6Cr2T-LqWzQ2MOhokGoaYHDSRE9eXsk-Q&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3141.02
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=BDL-lrFCrKpV_HP3FzzB_24ueQNg0YOesvvSY8klAMXePloFRFqoBX4Cg3_7WkWiowTFnIL_O7G6_80UDbtynCOam3g&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=3159.02

