
He was living a "good" life, but not a "God" life.

source of comfort, security, identity, future
who/what are you following? Who is your God? 

He was willing to follow all the rules, but he wasn't willing to follow Jesus.
He had reduced his life to doing nothing wrong, but neglected doing what was right

Sermon Notes: March 12, 2023 
Text: Mark 10:17-22

Introduction
 "Follow Me!” That’s the call we’re confronted with every day. Follow Me for lifestyle tips, purchase
recommendations, brand discovery or just to live your best life vicariously though me! Sure, we
might scoff at the thought of it, but millions of followers choosing to follow social media influencers
and make lifestyle decisions based on the recommendations of people they’ve never met can’t be
denied! But what do you do when the competence of these influencers doesn’t always live up to
their swaggy confidence? Nobody wants to be taken for a ride, duped or deceived. In a sea of
voices calling us to follow, there’s one that stands above them all. In this series, we’ll be examining
Jesus’ frequent “Follow Me” calls and see how it still applies to us today!

Jesus always looks past our posturing and pretences to see what's truly in our hearts, exposing
what is often unseen below the surface, even when we don't want to admit it.

"Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him." v21

Many people claim to be a "good person", but no one claims to be "perfect". - Matthew 19:21

The man couldn't see past what he was being asked to give up, although what he'd gain was so
much greater!

6 Commandments the man kept -> all people focused
4 Commandments the man lacked -> all God focused 

The problem wasn't his possessions, but his perspective.

"Do you BELIEVE in Jesus or do you FOLLOW him?" 
“If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, 

take up your cross, and follow me.” Matthew 16:24
 

Who you follow matters.
The Rich Young Ruler had become so focused on his perfect BEHAVIOUR, 
Jesus was focused on perfecting his faith in the SAVIOUR. 

Hebrews 12:1,2 - Distracted by our strengths & our weaknesses

Salvation & Eternal life aren't about our perfect lives, but about God's perfect love.

Follow Me: Week 1 "Follow the Rules" -  Pastor Jeremy Bates



Life Group Discussion

Warm-Up: 
"Fake it till ya make it!" or so the popular saying goes. Describe a time you had to muster up and
convey confidence on the outside when on the inside you weren't so sure you were up to the
challenge. 

 
 Study & Discussion:

1) "People would rather follow a confident leader than a competent leader." Studies have actually
proven this to be true - why do you think this is? What challenges does this pose and how does
this affect our choices in the people we follow? 

Read Mark 10:17-27

2) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What questions
do you have? 

3) What encouragement can we draw from the phrase Mark includes, "Looking at the man, Jesus
felt genuine love for him." v21

4) The Rich Young Ruler (RYR) couldn't get past what he was being asked to give up. Why do we
often struggle to let go of things when what we'd gain would be so much greater?

Read Matthew 16:24,Hebrews 12:1,2 

5) Pastor Jeremy asked "Do we "believe in Jesus" or do we "follow him"? Do you think there's a
difference? Can you describe a time in your life when your faith shifted from merely believing to
actively following Jesus?

 
"Salvation & Eternal life aren't about our perfect lives, but about God's perfect love."

Prayer: 


