
Sermon  March 12, 2023  

For 150 years this community has gathered and celebrated.  Many 
new lives, many new stories, many new ideas - all precious and 
perfectly imperfect.  We are today’s edge of that history.     

We understand God to be alive and active, like the ocean tide both 
visible and invisible, long before this church was founded, 
throughout the 150 years, and forever forward.   

Once upon a time, emotionally I wanted to know everything, 
although intellectually I knew that impossible.  I have grown to be at 
peace with mystery [or its ‘glass half empty’ twin - ignorance]. When 
I stand before you, like today:  

• my hope - I might tell a good and useful story 
• my prayer - may my actions and words be the Holy Spirit through 

me, not me alone  

So, here’s a sort of story!  Consider the image and flow of water 
through the readings today.  

From the green immense valley of the Nile River, the Israelites go 
into the barren desert.  They are almost dying of thirst, and then 
nourished by a miraculous spring.   

Unsaid today, after years in the Sinai desert, they come to the valley 
of the Jordon River.  

Centuries later, Jesus is in the Jordan River valley at the well, thirsty 
from a morning walking.  He asks for water - shockingly, from a 
Samaritan woman !   The conversation shifts from physical to 
spiritual water.   

This journey from the Nile though the Sinai to the Jordan could be 
the life of any individual…. from a baby fed and protected, to the 



difficulties and novel adventures of early adulthood, to the more 
stabilized adult world when we raise our own children.    

The river valleys were the place of peoples who were attacked/
defended by people from other places.  The Israelites were enslaved 
in Nile River valley - their descendants did ethnic cleansing in the 
Jordan River valley.  

It is sadly tragic that receiving suffering from others does not 
vaccinate us against inflicting suffering on others.  The Samaritans 
were shunned by the other 11 houses of the Jews; the Samaritan well 
had no water for thirsty Jews.    

It is magnificently wonderful that spiritual water is for all people in 
all times and all places.  Spiritual water guides how we live with God, 
our families, friends and community.  Let this church be a place that 
serves and celebrates spiritual water.   There is no oral or written 
examination with an A to F.    

Christianity After Religion by Diana Butler Bass 
“….. the path of Christian faith [today] must be that of experiential 
belief in which the heart takes the lead in believing ….    
• “heart is the core of the self, where all of our ways of knowing 

converge - intellectual, emotional, sensory, intuitive, imaginative, 
experimental, relational, bodily among others” 

The intelligence of ice and ignorance on fire are two cliffs 
from where congregations fall to death.  

• “heart is where we integrate….. the place where our knowledge can 
become more fully human” 

Each of us is the author of our own heart.  Reflect on what you hear 
and see of yourself, and those around you.   



Listen to the Creed of the Maasai, developed 60 years ago by the 
Maasai people of Kenya and Tanzania, and Catholic missionaries.   

Listen not because it is right, and other creeds are wrong - that’s 
ignorance on fire. Listen because of what you learn about other 
encounters with God, and what it might teach you about yourself 
and those you love, and those you struggle to love.  

Maasai Creed    We believe in the one High God, who out of love 
created the beautiful world and everything good in it. He created 
Man and wanted Man to be happy in the world. God loves the 
world and every nation and tribe on the Earth.  We have known 
this High God in darkness, and now we know Him in the light.  God 
promised in the book of His word, the Bible, that He would save the 
world and all that nations and tribes.  

We believe that God made good His promise by sending His son, 
Jesus Christ, a man in the flesh, a Jew by tribe, born poor in a little 
village, who left his home was was always on safari doing good, 
curing people by the power of God, teaching about God and man, 
showing the meaning of religion is love.  He was rejected by his 
people, tortured and nailed hand and feet to a cross, and died.  He 
lay buried in the grave, but the hyenas did not touch him, and on 
the third day, He rose from the grave. He ascended to the skies.  He 
is the Lord.  

We believe that all our sins are forgiven through Him.  All who 
have faith in Him must be sorry for their sins, be baptized in the 
Holy Spirit of God, live the rules of love and share the bread 
together in love, to announce the Good News to others until Jesus 
comes again.  He is alive.  He lives.  This we believe.  Amen.  

Our greatest sermon is our touch of kindness, of compassion, of 
forgiving.   Just as God touches us, may your sermon be constant, 
and powerful, and true.


