
The Truth of the Gospel                                                     Study Notes 
Lesson 7 - Galatians 4:12-31 

Main Idea 
Although we may encounter opposition from those who claim to be religious, we must walk in 
God’s grace, trusting in him alone,  and live with great zeal for his purpose.


Study Questions

1. What do you sense is Paul’s mood, in 4:12-19? What does this tell you about him?


2. What can we learn from 4:12-15 about the situation when the Galatians first heard there 
gospel from Paul?


3. Read 1 Corinthians 9:2-23 in light of Galatians 1:13-14. In what ways did Paul “become 
like” the Galatians (4:12)?


4. In what ways did Paul want the Galatians to become like him?


5. What do you think the Galatians saw in Paul that they received him so eagerly? What 
differences do you see between Paul and the teachers who cam later (4:16-18)?


6. How did the Galatians lose their joy (4:15)?


7. In 4:21-31 Paul uses Sarah and Hagar as an illustration to contrast the life produced by 
Paul’s gospel and the life produced by the false teachers. In what ways did the 
circumstances of Ishmael’s and Isaac’s birth differ form each other (see Gen. 16:1-4; 
17:15-19 and 21:1-3 for more details.


8. What does it mean to be “known by God” (v.9)? Why is this an amazing thing to say?


9. In what ways does the covenant at Mt Sinai (Mosaic/Old) correspond to the birth of 
Ishmael?




10. In what ways does the new covenant of the heavenly Jerusalem  (which fulfills the covenant 
of Abraham) correspond to the birth of Isaac?


11. Near the centre of our passage (verse 19), Paul names the goal that he has in writing this 
this letter. What is that goal, and how do you think Paul would say this goal is 
accomplished?


Gospel Glimpses  1

God’s Power Amid Human Weakness. In 4:12-15 Paul is not simply nostalgically reminiscing. 
He is making an important point: when he came to the Galatians, his physical helplessness 
(caused by some form of “bodily ailment”) did not lessen the power of his message. The 
Galatians, hearing this gospel proclaimed in weakness, were filled with joy (and received the 
Holy Spirit; see 3:2). This was no accident: God’s gracious work in our lives does not depend 
on our strength, and his power is often most clearly seen amid our powerlessness (see 2 Cor. 
12:1-10). In fact, it is often our perceived strengths that most stand in the way, as we are 
inclined to rely on them rather than on Christ. God helps those who realize that they cannot 
help themselves.


Personal Reflection

In what ways is this study relevant to your life?


What can you do to act on the implications of this passage?


Take time to jot down a couple of prayer requests in light of this study. Find regular time this 
week to bring these before the Lord.
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