
Apocalypse Now: Session Eleven 
The Interlude: Five Views on the Millennium 
 
Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and 
for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for 
a thousand years.– Rev 20:4 
 
Why Does This Even Matter? 

1. Everything the Bible teaches matters. 
2. What you believe about the future controls what you do today. 
3. People tend to have strong opinions about this. 
4. Nevertheless, this is a third-order issue, not something we divide over. 

 
Five Views on the Millennium: 

1. Historic Premillennial  
a. History: Appears to be the oldest view (hence “historic”), held by early church. 

Papias (60-130 AD), Justin Martyr (100-165 AD), Tertullian (155-220 AD), 
Irenaeus (130-202 AD), all held this view. 

b. Distinctives:  
i. Jesus’ second coming takes place prior to an earthly millennial reign 

where Jesus establishes a physical, literal kingdom on earth for a 
thousand years. (Some hold that the number “1,000” is symbolic). 

ii. During that millennial reign, Christians shall rule with Jesus who is 
personally present, reigning in Jerusalem. It is a period of unparalleled 
peace and prosperity on earth where many Old Testament promises of 
the Messiah’s reign are fulfilled. 

iii. Satan is bound for a thousand years, but is then released to deceive the 
nations leading to another climactic battle where Satan and his followers 
are finally destroyed and thrown in the lake of fire. 

iv. Then comes the great white throne judgment where all are judged, and 
then the New Heavens and New Earth. 

c. Outlook towards the Future: 
i. The gospel will continue to spread to every nation, but morally and 

spiritually the world will continue to get worse till Jesus returns. 
d. Prominent Spokesmen: Thomas Münzter, George Eldon Ladd, John Piper, Wayne 

Grudem 
 

2. Dispensational Premillennial 
a. History: Didn’t come onto the scene till the 19th century with J.N. Darby (1800-

1882). Was made very popular in America through the notes in the Scofield 
Reference Bible (1909, 1917). The cataclysmic events of the first half of the 20th 



century (WWI, WWII, the Holocaust, creation of the nation of Israel) and the 
moral decline of the second half poised many Americans to believe that the 
dispensational framework seemed most accurate. Popular works like Hal 
Lindsey’s Late, Great Planet Earth, and especially Tim LaHaye’s and Jerry Jenkin’s 
Left Behind series made dispensationalism the dominant view in evangelical 
churches in America up through the 90’s and early 2000’s. 

b. Distinctives: 
i. Would adopt the same basic framework as previous premillennialists, but 

with a few distinctives 
ii. A division of history into seven “dispensations” 

iii. Belief in a literal “1,000” years 
iv. A belief in a “secret rapture” which will take place seven years prior to 

Jesus’ second coming and the inauguration of the millennial reign. During 
those seven years the “Great Tribulation” will take place where much of 
the judgments described in the book of Revelation will take place. 

v. A sharp distinction between the Church and Israel that persists into the 
New Covenant. 

vi. An emphasis on “literal” interpretation of Scripture. 
c. Outlook towards the Future: 

i. Very similar to historic premillennialism, but with a more pessimistic 
attitude and emphasis on discerning world events being signs of the end 
drawing near. Invests serious significance with events surrounding the 
Middle-East, especially the nation-state of Israel. 

d. Prominent Spokesmen: D.L. Moody, Charles Ryrie, John Walvoord, John Hagee, 
John MacArthur 
 

3. Amillennial 
a. History: Though not as widely attested to as historic premillennialism, early 

church fathers did support an amillennial view, such as Clement of Alexandria 
(150-215 AD), Origen (185-253 AD), Eusebius (265-339 AD), Tyconius (379-423 
AD), and, most importantly, Augustine (354-430 AD). After Augustine, 
amillennialism became the dominant view of the church for well over a thousand 
years. 

b. Distinctives: 
i. Like historic premillennialism, amillennialism rejects the dispensational 

“secret rapture” doctrine. But unlike the historic premillennial position, it 
teaches that when Christ returns, there will be no millennial reign that 
follows—it will culminate in the final judgment and usher in the New 
Heavens and New Earth. 

ii. The millennial reign described in Revelation 20 is thus a spiritual reign—
either of Christians on earth who have received the spiritual resurrection 
of regeneration, or in heaven of saints who have died and are currently in 
heaven with the Lord. The millennium, therefore, is taking place right 
now. 



iii. The “1,000” years is interpreted symbolically as representing a long 
period of time. 

iv. The binding of Satan is not total, but limited to the purpose of deceiving 
the nations finally. 

c. Outlook on the Future: 
i. A mixture of optimism and sobriety. We are ruling and reigning with 

Christ now, yet we are also enduring the tribulation. The gospel will go 
forward and expand, while evil also grows, until the end. 

d. Prominent Spokesmen: Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Hodge, Warfield, G.K. Beale, 
Sam Storms 
 

4. Postmillennial 
a. History: Rose to prominence in the 17th century puritan era, but especially 

through Daniel Whitby (1638-1726), and Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758). 
b. Distinctives: 

i. Like premillennials, postmillennials believe that the millennial reign is a 
real, earthly kingdom. Both premillennials and postmillennials will point 
to many Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah’s Kingdom and 
claim these are fulfilled on earth during the millennium. But unlike 
premillennials, postmillennials believe that Jesus will return for his 
second coming after the millennial reign. 

ii. Like amillennials, they believe that 1,000 years is not a literal thousand 
years. 

iii. Understand that some of the “end times” descriptions in the Bible were 
fulfilled with the destruction of the temple in 70 AD. 

iv. The millennium is a time where the earth has been so thoroughly 
Christianized that we enter into a golden age of peace and prosperity. Sin 
is not eradicated, but seriously restrained–the difference between the 
world then and now will be similar to what life is like inside or outside the 
church. Institutions (government, schools, media, arts, etc.) will reflect 
Christian principles and be guided by God’s laws.  

v. An emphasis on the progressive nature of the millennium arriving, like 
yeast spreading through dough. May even point to many social benefits 
today (lower mortality rate, hunger in decline, literacy rates improving, 
quality of life improving, etc.) as evidence that the Christianization 
process has been working and bearing fruit. 

vi. They do not believe Revelation 19:11-21 depicts the second coming of 
Christ, but is a symbolic description of the gospel advancing throughout 
the world. 

vii. Once the millennium reaches its zenith, Christ returns and ushers in the 
New Heavens and New Earth. 

c. Outlook on the Future: 
i. Very optimistic. Sin is still present and, though Satan is bound, he still 

does much damage. But just like the stock market always goes up, the 



church will always prevail. The whole world—culture and institutions 
included--will eventually be Christianized through the efforts of God’s 
people. 

d. Prominent Spokesmen: John Owen, Jonathan Edwards, Lorraine Boettner, 
Douglas Wilson 
 

5. Pan-millennial  
a. “The theological point of the millennium is solely to demonstrate the triumph of 

the martyrs: that those whom the beast put to death are those who will truly 
live–eschatologically, and that those who contested his right to rule and suffered 
for it are those who will in the end rule as universally as he – and for much 
longer: a thousand years!...But once we take the image literally – as predicting 
an actual period in the future history of the world – it is impossible to limit it to 
this function. We then have to ask all the questions which interpreters of 
Revelation ask about the millennium but which John does not answer because 
they are irrelevant to the function he gives it in his symbolic universe…The 
millennium becomes incomprehensible once we take the image literally…John 
expected the martyrs to be vindicated, but the millennium depicts the meaning, 
rather than predicting the manner of their vindication.” – Richard Bauckham, The 
Theology of the Book of Revelation, p. 107-08. 

 
 
 
 


