
Apocalypse Now: Session Twelve 
The Interlude: The Millennial Reign of Christ 
 
An Amillennial Interpretation of Revelation 20:1-10 

• Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain. – Rev 20:1 
 

o Many premillennialists will argue that the words “Then I saw…” at verse 1 
indicate a chronological progression–as in, what is being described here must 
take place after the second coming of Christ described in 19:11-21. But, John 
uses the same phrase in vs. 4 “Then I saw…” and, “all premillennialists agree that 
refers to the same period–the one-thousand-year reign explained in 20:1-3. 
Thus, the words “then I saw” don’t necessarily indicate chronological 
progression,” (Schreiner, The Joy of Hearing, p. 169). 

o Revelation repeatedly uses cyclical recapitulation, so we shouldn’t be surprised. 
 

o What is this referring to then? 
§ The “key to the bottomless pit” was used when the 5th trumpet was 

blown in Rev 9:1-12 to open “the shaft of the bottomless pit” where 
demonic forces are housed. This is not referring to the same thing, but is 
referring to the same heavenly authority over demonic entities.  
 

• And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years. – Rev 20:2 
 

o The “thousand years” is symbolic, as it has been throughout the rest of the book. 
o The only places the fourfold name of Satan is used (dragon, ancient serpent, 

devil, and Satan) is here and in Revelation 12:9, “And the great dragon was 
thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the 
deceiver of the whole world.” It seems warranted to therefore compare these 
two sections. 

§ What happens in Revelation 12? 
• The birth-ascension of Jesus described (12:1-6) 
• War in heaven occurs and Satan and his demons are cast out of 

heaven (12:7-9) 
• Power, kingdom, and authority of Christ is established and shared 

with the saints (12:10-11) 
• Satan attempts to destroy the Church, but is restrained (12:12-17) 

 
• and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not 

deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must 
be released for a little while. – Rev 20:3 
 



o Note the connection between Rev 12:9 
§ “And the great dragon was thrown down (βάλλω)” – 12:9 
§ “and threw him (βάλλω) into the pit” – 20:3 

 
o Tough point for the Amillennial position: how is Satan bound? 

§ A limited binding: Satan is bound so that he will not deceive the nations 
any longer. Once he is “unbound” he deceives the nations again to gather 
for Armageddon (20:7-10). 

§ For the majority of the Old Testament era, the nations of the earth had 
no knowledge of the True God. But through the arrival of the Messiah, 
the nations now receive the gospel (see Matt 28:18-20; Eph 2:11-13; Acts 
17:30) 
 

§ Verses on the binding of Satan in the Gospels: 
• Jesus “binds” the strong man in Mark 3:22-27 in his exorcisms. 
• Jesus sees Satan “fall like lightning” when the 72 return rejoicing 

that the “demons are subject” to them in Luke 10:17-20. 
• When a group of Greeks seek out Jesus, Jesus responds by 

explaining, “now will the ruler of this world be cast out (βάλλω). 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself,” (John 12:31-32). 
 

§ If the connection between Revelation 12 and 20 is legitimate, then we 
could see the “binding of Satan” in 20 as synonymous with Satan’s 
expulsion from heaven in 12. 
 

• Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of 
Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image 
and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until 
the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one 
who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they 
will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. – 
Rev 20:4-6 
 

o Tough point for the Amillennial position: who is vs. 4 referring to? 
§ The text tells us that “those to whom the authority to judge was 

committed” are seated upon thrones. Also, John sees martyrs who 
refused to receive the mark of the beast and were thus beheaded who 
“came to life” and “reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

§ Premillennialists say that this refers to those who have been martyred for 
the faith, either throughout the history of the Church, or directly prior to 
Christ’s second coming who perish under the persecution of the Beast 



(see Rev 13:14). 
 

§ We can’t press this text too literally, because if we do then we have a 
number of problems: 

• Is the group of people seated on the thrones distinct from the 
resurrected martyrs? If so, how can the resurrected saints be 
“reigning” if they are not seated upon thrones? 

• Do only beheaded martyrs get to reign with Christ? 
• If the millennium arrives and there are Christians alive on the 

earth still–who were not martyred–do they not reign with Christ? 
If not, what are we to make of Jesus’ promise to the Laodicean 
church that they will “sit with me on my throne, as I also 
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne,” (Rev 
3:21)? 
 

• We cannot press John’s text with a wooden literalism. John is 
seeing a kaleidoscopic vision of a heavenly reality, clothed in 
apocalyptic symbols that must be interpreted apocalyptically.  
 

§ An amillennial position would understand this to refer to either (1) all 
Christians or to (2) Christians who have died and are in heaven. 

• How you determine that depends on what you make of the final 
phrase: “They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years.” 
 

• An argument for (1) all Christians: 
o Natural man is spiritually dead (Eph 2:1-3), but in Christ we 

have been “made alive” (Eph 2:5) and “seated with him in 
the heavenly places” right now (Eph 2:6). Paul understands 
that in the act of baptism, a Christian is signifying their 
union with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection now 
(Rom 6:3-4). Thus, Christians “come alive” and “reign 
with Christ” through regeneration. 
 

• An argument for (2) Christians who have died and are in heaven: 
o It seems odd to say that Christians who are suffering in 

this fallen world are ‘reigning.’ 
o Verses 5 and 6 prove problematic for understanding the 

“resurrection” to be merely a spiritual one done through 
regeneration and make much more sense if those in vs. 4 
are those who have physically died and “came to life” in 
heaven. 



§ “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were ended.” What does that 
mean if vs. 4 refers to spiritually dead people 
coming to life via regeneration? 

§ Those who share in the “first resurrection” are not 
affected by the “second death” which we are told 
in vs. 14 is the lake of fire (final judgment). But a 
“second death” implies a “first death,” and we are 
not told anything about these individuals being 
spared from that. If the “first death” is spiritual 
death, and there is a physical death as well, then 
the “lake of fire” would actually be the “third 
death.” The first death, then, likely refers to the 
physical death saints experience. 
 

• Meredith Kline’s understanding of 20:6 
First Death 
Physical death of saints 

First Resurrection 
Spiritual resurrection of the 
saints (heaven. 20:6) 

Second Death 
Spiritual death of the wicked 
(lake of fire, 20:14) 

Second Resurrection 
Physical resurrection of the 
saints 

 
 

• Thus, the martyred saints reigning with Christ in heaven would be similar to 
those in 6:9-11, asking God to pour out justice onto the earth. 
 

• Premillennialists will point out that if “came to life” refers to physical 
resurrection in 20:5, then it ought to mean the same thing in 20:4. Further, 
they can argue that the word “resurrection” used in 20:6 is always used in 
the New Testament to refer to bodily resurrection. 

o This is a really good argument. 
o Yet, the Bible does use physical resurrection as a picture of spiritual 

resurrection repeatedly (see Romans 6:3-13; Eph 2:5; John 5:24; 1 
John 3:14). 
 

• And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and 
will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they 
marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and 
the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil 
who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and 



the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. – Rev 
20:7-10 

o A tough text for amillennialism: what is this referring to if the battle of 
Armageddon was already described in 19:11-21?  

o Premillennialists understand Revelation 19-20 to be chronologically 
sequential, so…  
(Armageddon, 19:11-21) à (Millennium, 20:1-6) à (Satan Unbound, 20:7-10) 
 

o But there are good reasons for seeing the battle of 19:11-21 and 20:7-10 to be 
describing the same event. 

§ Rev 19:17-18 references Ezekiel 39:17-20 (the battle of Gog and 
Magog) 

§ Rev 20:8 explicitly calls the deceived nations “Gog and Magog” 
§ Fire falling from heaven comes, again, from the prophecy of Gog and 

Magog (Ez 38:22; 39:6) 
§ The battle of Gog and Magog in Ezekiel 38-39 actually describes one 

battle, from two different vantage points. 
§ All the nations are deceived and gathered for battle, as in 16:14 and 

19:19 
§ Though the ESV explains that the devil is thrown in the lake of fire 

where “the beast and false prophet were” (implying they were already 
there), there is actually no verb in the Greek at all, so it literally reads, 
“the devil was thrown in the lake of fire where the beast and false 
prophet.” So, it is just as possible to supply the verb are as it is were, as 
the CSB, NKJV, ASV, KJV, NASB. So, the devils entrance into the lake of 
fire could happen at the same time as the beast and false prophet. 
 

• Thus, the amillennial interpretation understands that Rev 19-20 is not 
chronologically sequential, so… 
(Millennium, 20:1-6) à (Armageddon, 19:11-21, 20:7-10) 
 

• But this isn’t surprising since the “Wedding Supper of the Lamb” in 19:6-9 
isn’t chronologically sequential either. It occurs (in the text) prior to the 
events of the Armageddon/Second Coming (19:11-21, 20:7-10) and the 
Millennium (20:1-6), despite taking place after both of those events (see Isa 
25:6-10) at the arrival of the New Creation (Rev 21:2). 
 

• So, amillennials understand that at the end of an some indefinite long period 
of time (“thousand years” is symbolic) the restraining of Satan is loosened 
and he is now capable of deceiving the nations to the degree that they gather 
together to destroy the Church entirely, but are climactically destroyed by 
Christ’s second coming, along with Satan, the Beast, and the False Prophet, 
and then comes the Great White Throne of Judgment (20:11-14) and then 



the New Creation (21-22). 
 

• Compare with 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
 

• 1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 
gathered together to him…Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day 
will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself against 
every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God…6 And you know what is 
restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. 7 For the 
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will 
do so until he is out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to 
nothing by the appearance of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is 
by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders. 
 

 
So, in conclusion, Christians are suffering now, Christians are reigning now, but our final hope is 
Christ’s Second Coming where evil will be finally judged, and the New Creation ushered in. 
Amillennials lack optimism that the world is going to continue to improve until Jesus returns. 
 
However, amillennials lack the pessimism that the world is hopelessly lost and requires us to 
only “circle the wagons” until the end. Satan is bound from deceiving the nations, so we can 
move forward with boldness in confidence in our evangelism to the nations. 


