
                                                      Prayers of the People    
                                        Third Sunday in Lent, March 12, 2023                                                 
                                                    Intercessor: Pam Ayres 
 
 
Creating God, we acknowledge that we are on the ancestral land of the Anishinaabe, 
Attawandron and Haudenosaunee people, the Dish With One Spoon Covenant and Huron Tract 
Treaty. We pray for all who we displaced that they find healing and comfort in the beauty of 
your creation. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God, we pray for Todd our Bishop, Anne our Metropolitan; Linda our Primate; Chris 
National Indigenous Archbishop Elect and Marinez Bishop of Amazonia and Primate of Brazil, 
all Bishops, Priests, Deacons and all who minister in your church.  
Father, wherever the Church is dry and parched may the water of your Spirit well up to refresh 
and renew, to bring life and strong new growth. Lord, make us aware of our thirst for you, so 
that we come to you ready and eager to receive your living water. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
Creating God, we pray for the nations living in conflict and with the ravages of natural 
disasters. We pray for peace and stability for the people of the Occupied Territories, Ukraine, 
Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Yemen, Libya, Pakistan, Peru and Brazil. We 
pray that wars may cease. We continue to pray for the people of Turkey and Syria. We pray for 
all involved in recovery and for the survivors that they find adequate shelter, water, food and 
the basic necessities of life.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God, with the conflicting needs and agendas of the world we pray for mercy, we ask 
that the leaders of the nations have a deeper understanding of one another and a greater desire 
for co-operation and peace. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
Creating God we pray for this city of Stratford and all communities represented here today. We 
pray that in our relationships you will make us effective channels of your love and forgiveness. 
Make us awash with your living water so that our homes and places of work, our shopping and 
leisure centres, our conversations and actions, are always in touch with the renewing power of 
God.  
We pray for all who are served by St. James’ Food Bank, St. Paul’s Connection Centre and St. 
Stephen’s ‘Our House’ initiative. May they quench their thirst from the well of the living water. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy 



 
Creating God, we stand alongside all those who are suffering, whether in body, mind or spirit, 
and long for your healing and comfort, your strength, and your patience in dark times. Knowing 
that you know their needs we pray for those who have asked us to pray for them: Marilyn, 
Angela, Niki, Rob, Judy, Richard, Mary, Robert, Bob, Heather, David, Stephen, Doug, 
Maribel, Nancy, Anne, Mary Lou, Ann, Paul, Susan, Frank, Norah, Laurie, Bill S., Bruce, 
Jean, Joanny, Mary & Harold, Diane, Bev, Devin, Don, Barbara, Trent and Diane.  
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
Creating God, we pray for those in our St. James family who are celebrating birthdays this 
week: Janet Francis, Kenneth Edwards, Laura Elizabeth Sheldon, Deborah Wehnert, Evn 
Fortin, Peter McColl, Jennifer Hoy, Ellie Monteith, and for those celebrating anniversaries: 
Janet and Barry McCarthy. As we celebrate with our friends and families make us always 
mindful that many are alone and feel that they have nothing to celebrate. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
We pray for those who have come to the end of their earthly life, have mercy on them. May 
they drink of the living water and  placing their faith in the God of life, share in the light and joy 
of heaven for ever. Bring comfort to all who mourn and bring them peace. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
“We thank you, O God, for the warming of the winds that brings a melting of the snow, for 
daylight hours that daily grow longer and richer in the aroma of hope.”* 
Amen 
 
 
*Prayers for a Planetary Pilgim, Lenten Psalm Longing 
 
 
 
 


