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James Calvert was a British Methodist missionary in the nineteenth century sent to cannibals
on the Fiji Islands.
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The story goes that when he, his young wife, and two other missionaries landed on one of the
islands, the captain of the ship that brought them urged them to turn back.
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“You will die, your wife and the men with you will die, if you stay here,” the captain said.
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James Calvert paused for a moment.
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And then he replied, “We died before we came here.”
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We're almost half-way through our Lent Prayer Project.
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Many of us are following this as we approach Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
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Each week we have a different theme, taken from sections of Matthew’s Gospel.
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This week, we look at a conversation between a rich, young man and Jesus, and the
conversation between Jesus and his disciples that follows.

KE, HPKREE—EEENFEANTIRK 2B EEE, LR T RIBEATMMTEZ
EEI R

This week we ask what it means to sacrifice, to be prepared, like James Calvert, to surrender all
to Jesus.
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Let’s begin by looking at this conversation with the rich young ruler.
REMAEKRERHEEMEFI EMEEE,
This is recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s Gospels.
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Matthew tells us that the rich man who comes to Jesus with his question is young.
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Luke tells us that he’s a ruler.
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Whatever else can be said about him, he is everything many people aspire to.
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He’s young, he’s wealthy, he’s respected.
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Perhaps he is a successful businessman.
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Perhaps he’s a successful community leader.
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Perhaps he is a successful politician.
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Perhaps he comes from a successful family.
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But his success hides a deep concern.
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Whatever the reasons for his success, he comes with a question that so many people ask:
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“What good thing must | do to get eternal life?”
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To understand the importance of this question, let’s look at the previous verses.
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Jesus has just said that “the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
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What he means is to be part of God’s Kingdom, receiving Jesus as Lord and Saviour, means

living in childlike obedience.
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It’s obedience that trusts Jesus, no matter what.
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When my wife and | were seeking the Lord about coming to Canada, the decision for me was
simple.
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The Lord told me in 1999 that my years of pastoring in the UK were ending.
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So, | was excited to begin serving Jesus in Canada.
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Catherine, my wife, had a more difficult journey to make.
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She worked as an administrator in a Fire Hall.
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She served as a local government youth leader and counsellor.
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With a friend, she had just started a small software company.
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She had meaningful and rewarding jobs in England.
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And, of course, we both had close family and dear friends.
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| have told you that years before | knew we’d come to Canada, the Lord had told Catherine that

one day she and | would serve him in this country.
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Catherine did not tell me the Lord had said this.
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But she did tell me, some years later, why the Lord told her before he told me.
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The Lord knew that she needed time to wrestle with the decision.
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She will tell you, her prayer in the years before | knew, was this:
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“Lord, | will argue with you about going to Canada, just do not let me win the argument.”
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She knew the right response was childlike obedience, but there was a cost.
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Moving to Canada for her meant submission to Jesus’ Lordship.
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It was an act of surrender.
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It was sacrifice.
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The rich young ruler in his heart and mind and devotion is not there.
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It’s not obedience he seeks; he’s not coming with childlike trust.
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What he seeks are guarantees.
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He wants to know what is required to satisfy God.
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“God gives eternal life,” he thinks, “so what good thing must | do to get this from God.”
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The conversation that follows is a masterful, but gracious, exploration of this man’s motives by
Jesus.
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When Jesus says, “There’s only One who’s good. If you want to enter life, keep the
commandments,”
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what he’s asking of the man is this: “Why are you making this about your achievement, when
it’s actually about your relationship with the one who is good?
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And how are you living the truth of that relationship?”
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Jesus isn’t interested in what the man does.
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Jesus is interested in why he does it and for whom he does it.
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At this point, let me say this:
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if you believe that what you do will convince God to welcome you into eternal life, | need to tell
you that it will not.
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And there’s a very good reason why it won't.

F—ERFNERATETEE,

God is holy and utterly pure.
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His eternal Kingdom is holy and utterly pure.
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To enter his presence for eternity means we must be holy and utterly pure.
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And guess what? We’re not.
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The Bible is very clear on this.
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We all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory, says Romans 3:23.
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There’s nothing we can do to make ourselves so holy and so pure to be accepted by God.
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You could be as good as is humanly possible for the rest of your life and still not be as holy or
as pure as God.
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There’s no way that doing good makes us good enough to enter God’s eternal presence.
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And God’s not going to lower his standard of holiness or purity just to let us in.
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If he did this, he’d compromise his own standards of holiness and purity.
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To ask, like the rich young ruler, if there’s any good thing | can do to gain access to eternal life is
to try to barter with God, to see if there’s a way in without being completely holy or pure.
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But we cannot barter with God.
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So, what can be done?
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Nothing by us; everything by God.
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This is why God sent his Son, Jesus Christ.

EMEATELFEEMMRER FIREKEE,

God knew we couldn’t be holy, but Jesus is utterly holy and pure.
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Jesus takes our imperfection (sin) and he dies in our place on the cross.
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And magnificently, wonderfully, Jesus’ holiness and purity can become ours.
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A transfer takes place, not because we deserve it or are entitled to it, but because God gives
this to us.
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It’s called grace —it’s God’s free gift.

SR R—E R EHRREMIEY.

He loves us so much that he makes it possible for us to have eternal life.
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The only way to enter eternal life is to trust in what Jesus has done for you at the cross.
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So now, trusting in Jesus, we are as pure and holy in God’s sight as Jesus is.
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It’s what is called “being justified”
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— declared righteous before God because we have faith in Christ’s death for our sin.
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The sad truth is many people think God must accept us because of the good things we do;
because they don’t want a free gift.
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We want God to owe us something, rather than admit we have nothing and we are totally
dependent upon his grace.
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If you are here this morning thinking that doing good gives you a lever to bargain with God for
eternal life, please understand you are still lost.
MBRESKBLAEERABITERTM—EFE, BMELFHEZEMERKE, &
HEART AR KK,

Admit you have no right to eternal life and trust in Jesus
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—and you'll receive eternal life. You will be saved.
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So what about the rich young man?
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| expect he is used to getting what he wants.

BHHEEMEERFIMMBEEMERA,

He’s used to controlling the decision-making process.
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He’s used to commanding respect.

thEERRSEE,

He’s used to deciding a course of action.
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What he’s not used to is having his motives, his thoughts, his heart examined.
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You see, it’s important to understand that this passage is not about wealth or riches.
e EEMEREAREEREXFTERANME

It’s about our true motives:
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why do we do what we do and for whom do we do it?
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Do we do what we do because our lives have been transformed by Jesus and are being
conformed to the way of Jesus?
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Do we do what we do supremely for Jesus?
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If wealth gets in the way of this, then we need to sell our possessions, give to the poor, and

follow Jesus.
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But, the truth is, if anything gets in the way of Jesus’ Lordship of our lives, then Jesus asks us

what really matters: those things or him?
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This is what my wife had to work through.
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She knew she must surrender to Jesus and she knew she would.
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What she needed was that conversation with Jesus that renewed her from within to make that

decision.
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And this is where the rest of this chapter takes us.
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There is a cost, the way of surrender, that following Jesus means.
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Those who place their allegiance and trust in something or someone other than Jesus will
struggle to surrender.
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It’s as hard as trying to put the largest land mammal in ancient Palestine
EnGEHBEETREETEFERKMIEMEILEY

—the camel — through the smallest hole they knew of — the eye of a needle.
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So, if it’s impossible to enter God’s eternal presence — to be saved
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— by relying upon our successes and achievements — our “doing good” — then how can anyone
be saved?
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Well, we've already answered this.
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What is impossible for us, is possible for God.

[ENERTRE & LHFFLEEBRE, J

God’s Son Jesus pays the price for our sin on the cross.
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But is it worth it?
BEEBE?



Is such sacrifice worth it?

EREHESE?

Is surrendering to Jesus worth it?
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That’s Peter’s question in verse 27: “We have left everything to follow you! What then will
there be for us?”
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It’s the question others ask in Scripture.
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In Psalm 73, Asaph, the author, looks at the lifestyles of those who do not believe.
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They seem to have so much in their favour: health, happiness, honour, success.
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How come their lives go so well; how come the faithful suffer?
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| expect if we are honest, all of us have at some point said to God, “It’s not fair!”
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About three weeks ago, my wife and son were driving back from a medical appointment.
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They were rear-ended.
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This was shortly before my wife had to fly to the UK with my daughter.
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We were already under lots of pressure —and now this.
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| must admit | felt like saying to the Lord,
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“I need this added pressure about as much as | need a comb! Why, Lord?”
(REEEREENNEN, MEBEFTERF X! T, AHE? ]
But, we get up and carry on.

B2, b sRiEEnE,

So what does Jesus say when we ask if it’s worth surrendering to him?

MBEE, EXMESEESERRMEE , BFREEERE ?

What does he say when we go through those times saying, “It’s not fair!”
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What does he say when we choose the way of obedience over the way of success?
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He directs our attention to the hope we have
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— he points us to his eternal Kingdom.
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This is what verses 28-30 mean.
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The day will come, he says, when he will be on his throne, sovereign over all things.
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When all things will be renewed.
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And then, we will look back on our lives and say, “It was worth it.”
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Jesus has given us more than we could imagine or ask for.
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He’s brought us into his family.
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And with one another, and countless others who have loved him throughout history, we will
rejoice forever.
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When we wonder if it's worth it, Jesus tells us to “look up, look what’s coming.
SEEMEFERHTERK  PREFEME "HHEEFE , FELERLENER. |
It’s worth surrendering to me because the best is yet to come.”
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James Calvert did not die on the Fiji Islands.
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He mastered the local languages and quickly became highly respected.
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He became friends with tribal kings, even able to mediate in wars between tribes.
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He helped to produce 5,000 copies of the first complete edition of the Fijian Bible.
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Later, he served in South Africa where he worked tirelessly to bring native South Africans and
white settlers together, often incurring the wrath of whites.
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He was one of the first in South Africa to insist on greater employment opportunities for native
South Africans.
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Over the years, his travels made him friends in Tonga, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa,
Europe, and the United States.
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He died on March 8, 1892 in England, just over 131 years ago.
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Upon his death, it was said that few people made more friends than James Calvert;
BRMEER RUOBAILEBIH- FEASEXESHNAK,

and this the man who once said, “We died before we came here.”
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Jesus has done it all for you.
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Don’t get trapped into thinking you can impress God with your goodness
AELUAMAIL AR EITEI LR

or convince God to give you eternal life because of your good works.
HAERR L FHHEAMOSITMIEIMRKE.

You can’t. But trust in his grace.
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The sacrifices that the Lord will ask of you, the surrender to Jesus that is the way of holiness,
will be worth it.

FERMFME BRI ZEARMNERER, ERERNER, MIESEM.
You died before you came here. Life awaits.
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