
 1:24-25 | Day Six, Part 1 
 
  “And God said… 
 
   ‘Let the EARTH bring forth LIVING CREATURES according to their 

kinds— 
    livestock and 
    creeping things and 
    beasts of the earth 
   according to their kinds.’ 
 
   And it was so. 
 
  And God… 
 
   …made (asah) 
    
    the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and 
    the livestock according to their kinds and 
    everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind 
 
  And God… 
 
   …saw that is was GOOD. 
 
 
A Few Considerations Regarding Animal Life… 
 

-  Genesis 1:20-25 represents the creation of all animal life, even though not all 
animal life we know is specifically listed—God doesn’t have to list everything in 
order to prove He made everything 

 

-  Genesis 1:20-25 represents animal life in its broad functional categories, rather 
than humanly-constructed taxonomies—humanly-constructed taxonomies can be 
helpful but are not absolute 

 

-  Genesis 1:20-25 represents the totality of animal life generally, without explaining 
the particulars of every living creature’s biology—it’s purpose is not to provide 
such explanations, nor to simply frustrate human observation (Job 38:39-39:30) 

 

-  Genesis 1:20-25 represents, in actuality, the kinds of animal life present at the 
creation, which may or may not be still present today—we have no way of knowing 
how different then was from now 

 

-  Genesis 1:20-25 represents God’s intentional plan for the ongoing reproduction of 
animal life along with His involvement in the process—kind is commanded to 
reproduce with its own kind, and reproduces after its own kind (Psalm 104:1-35) 

 
ESV Psalm 148:3 Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! 4 Praise him, you 
highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD! 
For he commanded and they were created. 6 And he established them forever and ever; he 
gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea 
creatures and all deeps, 8 fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 9 
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 10 Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and 
flying birds! 
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   No. 5 | CREATION—Days 4-6a 
 

       Genesis 1:14-25 
   
Review 
 
 A Few Reminders in Approaching Genesis 1 
 
 - We are told some things, but aren’t told everything. 
 

  -- We are told what took place (i.e. the creation of “the heavens and the earth”). 
  -- We are told when it took place (i.e. “In the beginning”). 
  -- We are told by whom it all took place (i.e. “God”). 
  

  -- We aren’t told (at least not yet) how it all took place. 
  -- We aren’t told (at least not yet) why it all took place. 
  -- We aren’t told (at least not yet) how we can know for sure it all took place. 
 

 - What we are told is true (or accurate). 
 - What we are told is often phenomenal (or as it appears). 
 - What we are told is at times sparse (or even, enigmatic). 
 
 Creation—Days 1-3 
 
  Day 1 |  “Let there be LIGHT”—God separated the light from the darkness 
 

  Day 2 |  “Let there be an EXPANSE”—God separated the waters from the waters 
 

  Day 3 |  “Let the WATERS be gathered and let the DRY LAND appear” 
      “Let the earth sprout VEGETATION”  
  
   
Creation—Days 4-6a Genesis 1:14-25 
 
 How are days 4-6 similar to days 1-3? 
 
 How are days 4-6 different from days 1-3? 
 
 
 1:14-19 | Day Four 
 
  “And God said… 
 
   a‘Let there be LIGHTS in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day 

from the night, and 
   blet them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and 
   clet them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 

earth.’ 
    
   And it was so.  
 
    
 



  Note | The “lights” of day four in relation to the “light” of day one… 
 

  -  The word “lights” (maor) in 1:14 is different than the word “light” (or) in 1:3, 
and indicates more the bearers of light or luminaries (e.g. Exodus 25:6) 

  -  According to Genesis 1, the “lights” came into existence (on day 4) on the 
third day after “light” was created (on day 1) 

  -  The “lights” of day 4 were created to function in at least three different (but 
related) ways—to separate the day from the night; for marking (“signs”), 
seasons, days, and years; and, to give light upon the earth 

  - The point of reference and the point of emphasis is “the earth” in distinction 
from any other point in the universe (e.g. It is “day” in the Midwest at the same 
time it is “night” in India; It is winter in the Midwest at the same time it is 
summer in Chile, etc.)  

 
   ESV Psalm 74:16 Yours is the day, yours also the night; you have established the 

heavenly lights and the sun. 17 You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth; you have 
made summer and winter. 

 
  Remember, Genesis is sufficient to accurately recount what God did without 

detailing how it all worked (e.g. What is the composition and explanation of the 
sun, the moon, and the stars? What is light and how does it work?); Further, 
Genesis recounts in a way that expresses as things appear, especially from the 
standpoint of the earth (e.g. Do the sun and moon actually rise and set?) 

 
  And God… 
 
   …made (asah) the TWO GREAT lights— 
 
    the greater light (of the two) to rule the day, and 
    the lesser light (of the two) to rule the night, and 
      
     ESV Psalm 136:7 to him who made the great lights, for his steadfast love endures 

forever; 8 the sun to rule over the day, for his steadfast love endures forever; 9 the 
moon and stars to rule over the night, for his steadfast love endures forever; 

   
    the stars 
 
     ESV Psalm 147:4 He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them 

their names. 
     ESV Genesis 15:5 And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and 

number the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, "So shall 
your offspring be." 

 
  And God… 
 
   …set them in the expanse of the heavens 
 
    cto give light on the earth, 
    bto rule over the day and over the night, and 
    ato separate the light from the darkness 
 
     ESV Isaiah 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who 

brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his 
might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing. 

  And God…  
    
   …saw that it was GOOD 
 
  And there was evening and there was morning, the FOURTH DAY (yom).” 
 
 
 1:20-23 | Day Five 
 
  “And God said… 
 
   ‘Let the WATERS swarm with SWARMS of living creatures, and 
   let BIRDS fly above the earth across the EXPANSE of the heavens.’ 
 
  And God… 
 
   …created (bara) 
 
    the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves,  
     with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and 
    every winged bird according to its kind 
 
  And God… 
 
   …saw that it was GOOD 
 
  And God BLESSED them, saying… 
 
   ‘Be fruitful and multiply 
    and fill the waters in the seas, 
    and let the birds multiply on the earth.’ 
 
  Note | The “living creatures”… 
 

  -  Day 5 marks a shift in the sort of inhabitants that God creates—“living 
creatures,” which are distinct from “vegetation” (1:11-13) and the “lights” 
(1:14-19) 

  -  The “living creatures,” said by God to have “the breath of life” (nephesh, 1:30), 
include creatures in the waters, across the expanse, and on the earth 

  -  Day 5 includes a second declaration by God (e.g. “and God said”) like day 3, 
but this time a new sort of declaration—a blessing and command  

  - Similar to the “vegetation” of day 3, the “living creatures” (of the waters and on 
the earth, including the “bird,” 1:22) were created with the ability to reproduce 
other living creatures “according to their kinds,” and appear to have been 
initially created in developed form   

 
  And there was evening and there was morning, the FIFTH DAY.” 
 
 ESV Isaiah 45:12 “I made the earth and created man on it; it was my hands that stretched out 

the heavens, and I commanded all their host.” …18 For thus says the LORD, who created 
the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did not 
create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): "I am the LORD, and there is no other.” 

 


