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WELCOME      
 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that we gather as people 
who live and work and pray on traditional and ancestral land of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian 
Plains. We give recognition to the Blackfoot people past, present, and future, and to the Metis Nation 
of Alberta, Region III. 
 
COMMUNITY LIFE 

A new three-week opportunity for Reading and Sharing with Pastor Tom starts next Sunday, March 
12, at 11 am in the Upper Fireside Room. 
 
As we gather . . . In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At 
the font we are given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in 
baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to 
proclaim God’s love for all the world.  
 
We take a moment to prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

March 5, 2023 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the leader  begins.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.        
              
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious and merciful God,          
 
We confess to you the truth of our broken lives. 
We have not trusted your promises or walked in your ways. 
We have hoarded and squandered the gifts of your creation. 
We have failed to welcome the stranger and the outcast, and to make room at the table for the 
homeless and the hungry. 
We have neither worked to release the oppressed nor admitted our own captivities.   
Forgive our sin, heal our lives, and set us free that we might live with your whole creation in the 
justice and joy of your promised future. 
 
God, who is merciful and kind, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,  
hears the cries of all who plead for mercy and, in these last days,  
has sent Christ Jesus to announce the good news of forgiveness and release  
to all who are bound by guilt or broken by shame,  
that they might praise God and serve the world with glad and generous hearts.  
 
For freedom Christ has set us free. 
Thanks be to God!     
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GATHERING HYMN  “Come and Gather” – (refrain and verse 4) 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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“Come and Gather” refrain (reprise as in accompaniment version) 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.          
And also with you!          
 
Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as 
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all 
the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
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FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a   

God’s promise to Abraham, “I will make of you a great nation.” This is a very specific promise; yet not for 
Abraham alone, and not only for a chosen nation or God’s chosen people alone. The blessing of God 
extends beyond Abraham and Sarah, beyond the Israelites to become a blessing for all nations and 
people. 

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – “Return to God” (from NTF) 
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GOSPEL:  John 3:1-17    
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said 
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs 
that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 
see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone 
be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 
Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of 
water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and 
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus 
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 
receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 
 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN  “Womb of Life and Source of Being”  ACS 948  v 1-3 – words only in bulletin (sung to tune of 
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” ELW 712) 
         

1 Womb of life and source of being, 
 home of ev'ry restless heart, 
 in your arms the worlds awakened; 
 you have loved us from the start. 
 We, your children, gather round you, 
 at the table you prepare. 
 Sharing stories, tears, and laughter, 
 we are nurtured by your care. 
 
2 Word in flesh, our brother Jesus, 
 born to bring us second birth, 
 you have come to stand beside us, 
 knowing weakness, knowing earth. 
 Priest who shares our human struggles, 
 Life of life and Death of death, 
 risen Christ, come stand among us, 
 send the Spirit by your breath. 
 
3 Brooding Spirit, move among us; 
 be our partner, be our friend. 
 When our mem'ry fails, remind us 
 whose we are, what we intend. 
 Labor with us; aid the birthing 
 of the new world yet to be, 
 free of servant, lord, and master, 
 free for love and unity. 
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INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 

The assembly is seated. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 
The following people have been elected to positions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness 
to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; 
we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our mutual ministry 
together: Felix Tillmanns, Mark Heinen, Cheryl Berg, Carolyn Ethier, Arnold Follinglo, Allyn Langager, 
Marla McGeorge, Karen Peterson, and Wayne Street. 
 
A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties 
of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
 
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who 
gathers us into one together with the whole church. 
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, 
service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the 
wider church, in this community, and in the whole world. 
You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you may be 
glorified. 
You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual 
understanding in this congregation. 

 
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected? If so, 
answer “I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Those being installed face the assembly. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 
People of God, I ask you: 
Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has 
given to all who are baptized? If so, answer . . .  
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation. 
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, 
that you may be faithful servants of Christ. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence.  
 
O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. Bless lay theologians, 
seminary and college professors, and all who are called to the ministry of teaching, that they form and 
inspire us for the work of the gospel. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. Guide the work of 
researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and who inspire us to care for the natural 
world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and oppression. Strengthen 
organizations that promote peace and harmony. Direct their work to alleviate human suffering and to 
address its root causes. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, depression, or addiction, 
and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear the cries of those who look to you in their times of 
need especially Myrtle, Debi, Marion, Arne, Thelma, Mildred, Eva, Dave, Tiffany, Blair, Corrie, Pastor 
Dick & Jan, Helene, Patrick, Jack & Shirley, Eowen, Grace, Margaret, Clayton, Alan,  Nancy, Rosemary, 
Shellene, Sheila, Miriam, Pastor Kathy and Darcy, Cherylee, Alice and Doreen, and those we name 
silently now  (silence) . . . Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love this community of faith. Guide our church council; grant them vision and faith in 
their ministry together. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us with their joy, wonder, and 
curiosity. Encourage our Sunday School families and teachers in their walk with you. And uphold 
Donald & Donna Virostek and Albert & Barb Weik in their walk with you. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
O God, you so love your saints. Hold in your care Janice Vucurevich and family as they mourn the loss 
of her husband, Walter. As our ancestors in the faith have been a blessing to us, so inspire us by their 
example of holy living to be a blessing to those who come after us. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 
whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

 

SHARING THE PEACE     

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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OFFERING 
At this time we prepare for the communion meal.  We sing as we set our table.  
 
 
 

“Come, Let Us Bring”  Tree of Life, p 13 
 

 
 
Let us pray. Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you.  
We joyfully release what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned 
to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good  
that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you,  
Holy God, mighty and immortal, through Christ, our Lord.  
You bid us return to you and be renewed,  
that your justice may shine like the sun  
and the poor of the earth be lifted up. 
And so with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

“Holy” – Tree of Life  p 14-15  
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Blessed are you, Holy God, our Host, our Feast, our only home. 
You welcome your whole creation to the table of your goodness. 
You came as guest to Abraham and Sarah  
and through them blessed all nations. 
You fed your people Israel manna in the desert  
and answered their pleas with water from a rock. 
You hear the cries of those in need in every time and place. 
 
In the fullness of time you sent your Son, Jesus,  
who, for our sake, became poor  
and made his home among the hungry. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Send now your Holy Spirit upon these gifts and all who share this meal. 
By your Spirit wipe away all tears and mend with mercy what sin has torn  
that we might await Christ’s coming with glad and joyful hearts  
and, at last, feast forever at the Supper of the Lamb. Amen. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father in heaven 
 hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever, Amen. 
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Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Together let us take and eat, the body of Christ given for you  
Together let us take and drink, the blood of Christ shed for you  

 
 
Communion Video 
 
“Lamb of God”  Tree of Life  p 17  
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“Now in this Banquet”  W&P 104 – refrain (congregation), verses 1, 2, 5 – solo.   
 

 
 
 
“Nothing in All Creation” ACS Setting 12 Lenten Verse (page 34)  
 

 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah 
with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are 
sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this 
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Compassionate God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts 
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your 
love. Amen. 
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BLESSING  

God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  “By Your Hand” Tree of Life p 18, v 1&3 
 

 
 
Go in peace. Serve in love.  
Thanks be to God! We will! 
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