Date: March 5, 2023[image: Graphical user interface  Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
STETTLER UNITED CHURCH

Lent 2
Theme: God’s Call of Abraham 


Worship Leaders: Rev. Dr. OhWang Kwon 
Musician: Linda Osetsky-Kneeland 
Audio/Visual: Gayle Tennant
(*: Please, stand if you are able.)
                
Musical Prelude

Greetings 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Response: And also with you. 

Welcome & Announcements (Care & Concerns)
Survey deadline has been extended to March 05 ~ today or you can drop off before 10:15 on Monday the 06th.
Lenten Bible Study ~ Genesis Lenten Bible Study ~ with Rev. Kwon.  Starting Friday March 3rd @ 1:00 pm Rev Kwon will start a 6 part Lenten Study of the Book of Genesis.  Please read Chapters 1 - 5 (for March 3rd) and bring your bible. 
31 Short Spiritual Practices ~ In addition to the Lenten Study (starting March 03 Friday at 1:00 in the CE wing) we purchased the license for 31 Short Spiritual (Getting (re)started in a daily spirituality of gratitude and contentment) Practices.  This is a "do it yourself" short (5 minutes or so) daily reading and meditation.  Please let Michele know if you would like the links or a printed copy.
Congratulations Malcolm!! On December 06, 2022, Malcolm Fischer was presented with a Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee medal by  Lorraine Hankins, the director of the Stettler Information and Referral Centre for demonstrating exceptional qualities and outstanding service to the Province in the field of volunteerism. PS ~ Malcolm & Sharon are not here today ~ they are off celebrating Sharon’s birthday.
 Acknowledgement of Territory 
ALL:	We acknowledge that this land on which we gather for worship is the traditional land of the people of treaty 6 & 7 and Metis region 3. We acknowledge that we live on this land as people who have agreed to share the care and use of this land as a result of a treaty that outlined the rights and responsibilities associated with our place in this land. May we be people who remember this with thanksgiving and respect. 
Peter Chynoweth, Cochrane AB
[bookmark: _Hlk107507263]
Call to Worship 
ALL:	We came to this place seeking repentance. Through repentance, we are now liberated from the hold of sin. Let this liberation fill our hearts with joy, and as we leave this place, let this joy guide our steps as we share with others the Good News on the Lenten journey!
Sandy Ferguson, Strathearn U.C., Edmonton, Alta. https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/we-came-place-seeking-repentance

Lenten Candle-Lighting Prayer 
Today we take one step further on our Lenten journey, travelling in the shadow of our teacher, hoping to follow faithfully in his Way.
We keep our senses attuned, attentive to God’s Child, the Beloved. Even when what we experience makes us uncomfortable or afraid, we do not turn away.
Tori Mullin, St. John’s U.C., Marathon, Ont. https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/lenten-candle-lighting-prayer

[bookmark: _Hlk128557044]*Hymn   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise   VU#264 
 Words: Walter Chalmers Smith. Music: Welsh folk song. Arranged by John Roberts (Henllan) in Caniadau y Cyssegr. Public Domain. N/A

Opening Prayer 
ALL:	Holy One, these days we are not quite sure what season we are in. Some days feel like spring. Even the flowers are pushing through the soil. And then it gets cold, and we feel the winter dragging on. Remind us of another kind of season, a season of faith, as we prepare ourselves for the joy of Easter during this season of Lent. Clear away the distractions and old ways that block us from the adventure of travelling with you. Create space in our souls so we receive your words of love and notice you naming our names, reminding us to turn to you for strength. Bless the journey of this season of Lent, we pray. Amen. 
Wendy MacLean, Brockville, Ont. Prayers for Worship 2023 Year A (Ash Wednesday to the Last Sunday of Easter). pdf

Prayers of Confession 
ALL:	We are deeply wrapped up in the world, O God, and we find it difficult to let go. Like the Hebrews in the desert, we cling to old ways and rebel at new ideas. The way of our society calls us away from our responsibility to those vulnerable and in need: today’s widows and orphans, refugees suffering in the wake of disaster, victims of famine, drought, poverty, disease, and so much more. Forgive us our slowness in giving and changing, we pray, and help us find the way to open hearts and open hands. Amen. 
Words of Assurance 
God’s way is the way of love. God’s way is the way of mercy. God’s way is the way of forgiveness. We are a forgiven people. Thanks be to God! 
George Allan, Chatham, Ont. Prayers for Worship 2023 Year A (Ash Wednesday to the Last Sunday of Easter). pdf 

Scripture Readings: Sue Stratulate 
Genesis 12:1–4: God calls Abram to be a blessing.

Message   Rev. Dr. OhWang Kwon
		
Invitation for Offering
	
*Offering Hymn   Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow VU#541 Words: Thomas Ken ca. 1674. Music: Genevan Psalter 1551. Public Domain. N/A


Offering Prayer 
Loving God, when we asked for a cup of water, you gave us a fountain. When we asked for living water, you gave us truth. May these gifts we bring be poured out upon a thirsty world, bringing both comfort and truth. Amen. 
Wanda Winfield, Blenheim U.C., Blenheim, Ont. Prayers for Worship 2023 Year A (Ash Wednesday to the Last Sunday of Easter). pdf

*Parting Hymn   He Leadeth Me   VU#657
Words: Joseph Henry Gilmore. Music: William Batchelder Bradbury. Public Domain. N/A

*Commissioning and Benediction
	
*Threefold Amen (Unison)   VU#967

Postlude
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