
 
 

 

 
 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 
 March 5, 2023  

Rev. Paul Tomkiel, Pastor 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able.
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Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 

name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, 

where we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, 

Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for 

this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Introduction to the day 
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter 

Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the 

font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, 

in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent 

forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world. 
 

Prelude  
 

Gathering 
*Confession and Forgiveness  
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Holy One, source 

of our renewal, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. A: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn – Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters         (ELW 445) 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
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*Kyrie 

 



5 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray. 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live 

as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up 

your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. A: Amen. 

 
Word 

First Reading – Genesis 12:1-4a 
At this point in Genesis, the focus moves from God’s work directly with all humanity (through Adam 

and Eve, Noah, and the Tower of Babel) to God’s choosing the descendants of Abraham (here called by 

an earlier name) to be the means of reconciliation. 
 

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who 

bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

 4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 121 (Sung to the tune Land of Rest [ELW 448])  

Hilltops were places where Israel’s neighbors worshipped their gods. This psalm begins, then, with a 

declaration that our help comes not from those gods but from the Lord. It ends with a promise which 

echoes that given Abraham in the first reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 I        lift      my    eyes    up      to     the     hills. Where   does   my    help come from? 

2 He   won’t    a  -   llow   your  foot    to      slip;     His     watch o’er   you   He    keeps. 

3 The LORD’s your keep  - er;     He  keeps watch—He’s   shade  at      your right  hand. 

4 The LORD   will   keep   you   from   all    harm;   Your    life    He    watch-es     o’er. 

My    help comes from  the    LORD, who  made    the    heav’ns  and    earth—   it  comes! 

For     He   who   watch-es        Is   -  ra    - el —   He      slum  - bers     not       nor sleeps. 

The    sun  won’t harm  you      in     the     day,    Nor    moon      at      night—you’ll stand! 

The LORD guards  as     you   come  and     go      both    now       and     ev    -    er- more. 
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Second Reading – Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
At the beginning of his letter to the Romans, Paul has already argued that both Jews and Gentiles are 

justified by grace through faith. 
 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 

flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not 

before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as 

a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the 

ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 

the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 

be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 

those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I 

have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation  
The Son of Man must be | lifted up,* that whoever believes in him may have e- | ternal life.
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*Gospel Reading – John 3:1-17 
In his first chapter, John identifies Jesus as the light shining in the darkness. Now, after being baptized, 

calling the disciples, and beginning his ministry at the wedding feast at Cana, Jesus meets in the 

darkness with Nicodemus, who will claim and bury his body after the crucifixion. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 

from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of 

God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 

without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born 

after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 

born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 

without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 

born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 

from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 

do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 

the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, 

“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 

yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you 

do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.” 
R: The gospel of the Lord. 

A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day – Baptized in Water         (ELW 456) 
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Invitation to Baptism  
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. Bless lay 

theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are called to the ministry of 

teaching, that they form and inspire us for the work of the gospel. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. Guide 

the work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and who inspire us 

to care for the natural world. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and oppression. 

Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony (especially). Direct their 

work to alleviate human suffering and to address its root causes. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, 

depression, or addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear the cries 

of those who look to you in their distress (especially). Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us with their 

joy, wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and youth and equip us all 

for faithful discipleship. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

L: O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a blessing to us, 

so inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to those who come after us. 

Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
A: Amen. 
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*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to 

Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering  
 

Offertory – Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery   (ELW 334) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive 

these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power and shape us as 

people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our 

Savior. A: Amen. 

  In          our        call                      to        be         a            bles     -     sing,          may      we 

  be             a         bles    -   sing         true;               may      we    live              and    die     con -  

fess    -     ing        Christ     as      Lord   of      all            we              do                  Christ     as 

Lord     of     all         we          do 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE  

 
PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Sanctus  

 
 

*Thanksgiving for the Word 
Holy God, 

our living Water and our merciful Guide, 

together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 

we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 

and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 

who joined us in our desert, 

pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 

wash away our sin, 

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion  
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 

Lamb of God    

 
 
Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
A: Amen.  
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*Communion Hymn – Womb of Life and Source of Being        (ACS 948) 

 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. 
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*Post-Communion Canticle  

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
A: Amen. 
 

Sending 

Sending of Communion  
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. A: Amen. 

 
Announcements 
You may be seated.  
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*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn – Lift High the Cross    (ELW 660) 

 
 

*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Serve in love. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader……………………………………………. Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister.……………………………………..….Art Reede 

Organist.…………………………………………….............. Jim Rearick 

Interim Music Director..……………………………..… Michelle McMullen 

Reader………………………………………………………….. Ann Reede   

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Delorse Homan 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 
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