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Jesus conquers evil. 

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. 
Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this 
week, how might you reach out to someone 
who feels alone?  
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Lent is a period of forty days when we focus 
on prayer, fasting, and almsgiving as we 
prepare for Easter. Almsgiving is the tradition 
or practice of giving money or food to those in 
need. Decorate an Almsgiving Box to collect 
money for those in need during Lent. Place the 
box in your home. The collected money is to 
be donated at the end of Lent. This week 
rather than eating out, place money that you 
might have spent in the box to give to others.  
Pray: Loving God, thank you for giving us 
daily bread. Help us to give to others so 
that they may also be given daily bread. We 
pray in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
amen. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN 
WORSHIP WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and 
the apostles and strive to live our lives in 
accord with the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are 
all fellow sinners who live together in the 
mercy and grace of Jesus. Jesus is the heart 
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and center of all that we say and do as we 
serve Him and live in Christian love with one 
another.  
If you would like to learn more about this 
church, or are looking for a church family, 
please talk to our pastor or one of the ushers 
or elders. They would be happy to talk with 
you! Regardless of whether you join or not, we 
welcome you and your family to worship with 
us any time! Please sign our guest register in 
the lobby and fill out the Communication Card 
in the bulletin and place in the offering plate in 
the Narthex. Please include your local contact 
information and email. Members, please fill in 
your name for attendance. Thank you! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to 
let our pastor or one of our members know so 
we can seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may 
the Lord richly bless you! 

 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT   
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February 26, 2023 
 

PRELUDE   
 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

718 JESUS, LEAD THOU ON 
 

1 Jesus, lead Thou on 
Till our rest is won; 
    And although the way be cheerless, 
    We will follow calm and fearless. 
Guide us by Thy hand 
To our fatherland. 

 
2 If the way be drear, 

If the foe be near, 
    Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 
    Let not faith and hope forsake us; 
For through many a woe 
To our home we go. 
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3 When we seek relief 

From a long-felt grief, 
    When temptations come alluring, 
    Make us patient and enduring. 
Show us that bright shore 
Where we weep no more. 

 
4 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won. 
    Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 
    Still support, console, protect us, 
Till we safely stand 
In our fatherland. 

 
(Please rise) 

 
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for 

self-examination.) 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our 

Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
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will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His 

Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(Please be seated) 

 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
INTROIT                                      Psalm 32:1–7 
Blessed Are the Forgiven 

P Blessèd is the one whose transgression is 
forgiven, 
 whose sin is covered. 
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C Blessèd is the man against whom the 
LORD counts no iniquity, 
 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
 

P For when I kept silent, my bones wasted 
away 
 through my groaning all day long. 
 

C For day and night your hand was heavy 
upon me; 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of 
summer. 
 

P I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

C Therefore let everyone who is godly 
 offer prayer to you at a time when you 
may be found; 
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surely in the rush of great waters, 
 they shall not reach him. 
 

P You are a hiding place for me; 
 you preserve me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

(Please rise) 
KYRIE 
 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our 

salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the 

well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here 
their worship and praise let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people 
through the wilderness and brought them to 
the promised land. Guide the people of Your 
Church that following our Savior we may 
walk through the wilderness of this world 
toward the glory of the world to come; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  

Genesis 3:1–21 
The Fall 
 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any 
other beast of the field that the LORD God had 
made. 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, 
‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 
2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither 
shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the 
serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
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the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband who was with her, and 
he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked. And they 
sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 
 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the LORD God among the 
trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called 
to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten of 
the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you 
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the 
tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to 
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” 



[13] 
 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 
and I ate.” 
 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, 
 and between your offspring and her 
offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 
“I will surely multiply your pain in 
childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 

 17And to Adam he said, 
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“Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife 
 and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 
you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 
 you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return.” 

 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, 
because she was the mother of all living. 
21And the LORD God made for Adam and for 
his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
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C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                Romans 5:12–19 
Death in Adam, Life in Christ 
 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world 
through one man, and death through sin, and 
so death spread to all men because all 
sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not 
counted where there is no law. 14Yet death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those 
whose sinning was not like the transgression 
of Adam, who was a type of the one who was 
to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For 
if many died through one man’s trespass, 
much more have the grace of God and the 
free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus 
Christ abounded for many. 16And the free gift 
is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For 
the judgment following one trespass brought 
condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brought justification. 17If, because 
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of one man’s trespass, death reigned through 
that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness reign in life through the 
one man Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore, as one trespass led to 
condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for 
all men. 19For as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so 
by the one man’s obedience the many will be 
made righteous. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

(Please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫  (LENT) 
  
C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and 
abounding in steadfast love. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                       Matthew 4:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
The Temptation of Jesus 
 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2And 
after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 
hungry. 3And the tempter came and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, command 
these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But 
he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’” 

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and 
set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6and said 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning 
you,’ 



[18] 
 

and 
“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You 
shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8Again, the devil took him to a very high 
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, 
“All these I will give you, if you will fall down 
and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, 
“Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
 and him only shall you serve.’” 

11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels 
came and were ministering to him. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
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657 A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 

 (Stanzas 1–4) 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 
    And wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe 
Has sworn to work us woe. 
    With craft and dreadful might 
    He arms himself to fight. 
On earth he has no equal. 

 
2 No strength of ours can match his might. 

    We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, 
    Whom God Himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? 
The Lord of hosts is He, 
    Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
    God’s only Son, adored. 
He holds the field victorious. 
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3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
    All threat’ning to devour us, 
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
    They cannot overpow’r us. 
Let this world’s tyrant rage; 
In battle we’ll engage. 
    His might is doomed to fail; 
    God’s judgment must prevail! 
One little word subdues him. 

 
4 God’s Word forever shall abide, 

    No thanks to foes, who fear it; 
For God Himself fights by our side 
    With weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, 
Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
    Though life be wrenched away, 
    They cannot win the day. 
The Kingdom’s ours forever! 

 
SERMON 

"The Whole Truth" 
. . . Pastor Karl 
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(Please rise) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P   Lord, in Your mercy 
C   Hear our prayer. 
 

(Please be seated) 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 
 

805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 
BLESSINGS FLOW 

 
(Please rise) 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
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Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 
♫LORD’S PRAYER♫ 
 
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory  
Forever. Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
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727 ON EAGLES’ WINGS 
 

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
Who abide in His shadow for life, 
Say to the Lord: “My refuge, 
My rock in whom I trust!” Refrain 

 
ref And He will raise you up on eagles’ 

wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 
2 The snare of the fowler will never capture 

you, 
And famine will bring you no fear; 
Under His wings your refuge, 
His faithfulness your shield. Refrain 

 
3 You need not fear the terror of the night, 

Nor the arrow that flies by day; 
Though thousands fall about you, 
Near you it shall not come. Refrain 
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4 For to His angels He’s given a command 

To guard you in all of your ways; 
Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
Refrain 

 
ref And He will raise you up on eagles’ 

wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and 
be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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POSTLUDE 
 

         Serving the Lord with Gladness 
 

Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Emmy Larson, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Joann Erdman, Sue Hartmann, Emmy 
Larson, Betty Willis 

Reader: Pam Rugenstein 
Acolyte: Sarah Smith 

 
The Flowers on the Lord’s Altar were 
given: to the Glory of God by members of 

Bethlehem 
 

Food and Fellowship:  Please join us 
immediately after the service. We meet 

in the fellowship hall at the rear of the church 
before Bible study.  The refreshments this 
week are “Muffins for Mites”.   
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There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
in the fellowship hall if you would like to 
sponsor a week. 
 

Stewardship & Attendance 
Monthly Giving        WeeklyAttendance 
Offerings: $9133      Worship Service – 96 
Expenses: $8037           Ash Wednesday –  43 
                                       Bible Class –  24 
                        Sunday School – 8 

 

News & Notes 
 

TODAY ~ FEBRUARY 26, 2023, at 11:30 
a.m. ~ ADULT BIBLE CLASS 
 
 TODAY ~ FEBRUARY 26, 2023, at 

11:30 a.m. 

TODAY IS MUFFINS  FOR MITES

LWML is asking for donations by 
checks or cash to contribute to the many Mission 
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projects of LWML nationwide. Today on that theme, 
Sunday, Feb. 26th has been designated as our 
LWML Sunday. For that our Ladies made lots of 
muffins for any donation you choose in support of 
“Muffins for Mites”. Your help with our outreach 
project is greatly appreciated!  

 
 
 NO WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ March 1, 
2023, at 10:30 a.m. 

 
We welcome all interested singers to join 
Call Holly Bell for more information at 

239-292-7200 or catch her after church. 
 

Ladies Guild Meeting 
Monday, March 6, 2023, 1:00 PM 

All ladies invited!  
 

 
Bertha Bos 
Vi Hacker 
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Salisbury steak Dinner 

 
 

Thursday, March 9th, 4-7 pm 
 

Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, 
slaw, roll and butter, drink, and delicious dessert 

 
$10.00 adult   $5.00 child 

 
Eat in or take out 

 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

14531 Old Olga RD S.E. 
Fort Myers, FL 33905  

(239) 694-3878 


