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Have you ever noticed that when we are tempted – rarely is the choice between doing good or evil – we 
are usually more clever than to blatantly choose evil and typically more committed to the ways of Christ. 
And, honestly, who wants the consequences that come with deliberately choosing evil in our lives. We 
are generally really good people who want to make wise choices for ourselves, and for the sake of our 
global family and the planet. 
  
This Lent we are invited to gather treasures – to store up for ourselves treasures in heaven and let go of 
storing up treasures on earth that do not last anyway. So, what treasure could we possibly find in 
temptation? I wonder what we might unearth in the Desert with Jesus. 
  
We all face temptation – it is part of the human condition. We see this with Adam & Eve in our first 
reading, and Jesus in the Gospel text. 
  
In both stories we see that a dilemma with temptation can be in their subtleties. Not always do they 
look black or white at first sight – Temptations invite us to choose, and the decision is often between 
two choices that can both look good for some reason. 
  
The “sin” of Adam and Eve at the tree does not really sound like a sin at all – ‘eating of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.’ Why would that be bad? It sounds like a good thing to me. However, when 
our arrogance presumes that we totally and certainly know perfect good and perfect evil, we have 
placed ourselves in the position of God. Perhaps Adam & Eve’s mistake is that their own ego is involved, 
they want to take God’s place. All-loving God, in the garden of their life, warns them NOT to eat of that 
fruit. Eating this fruit tricks us into being moralizing and judging ourselves and others, which separates 
us into our minds, takes us out of our hearts, and separates us from one another. Jesus refuses to eat of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in any self-righteous way and leaves that final and full 
knowledge to God alone. In Romans Paul’s says it this way – “by the obedience of this one man, 
Jesus, many will be made righteous. 
  
The temptation for Adam & Eve is like that of Jesus in the Desert – They come face to face with the 
world of power and influence. 
The misuse of our power, or failure to use our power at all, is what undoes most human lives. Jesus does 
neither here but shows us a way through. And when he is through the temptations, after defeating 
these power-hungry demons, we see he is ready to wield his power surrendered to God’s will and the 
ways of the Kingdom of Love. His ministry of love and service unfolds in signs & wonders like walking on 
water and calming stormy weather and lifting people from death.   
  
In the desert, Jesus is confronted with the use of social or cultural power, religious power, and political 
or dominative power.   
  
The real choice in Jesus’ first temptation is not to simply turn stones into bread for this seems wise, after 
all he is hungry. The real temptation is to misuse his power to be spectacular and self-serving! - the 
temptation is to use his power for his own purposes. He decides to lay down his power of doing the 
spectacular for himself and he turns to the greater truth – IT IS WRITTEN. In a sense he says I belong to 
God – I am God’s Beloved Son; I don’t need the spectacular to live this out. And from this place of laying 
down his power – he is empowered to the service of the highest good – and later on he turns 5 little 
loaves into enough bread to feed thousands. 



  
Next, he is tempted to stand on the peak of the temple quoting scripture. This is the temptation to 
misuse religious power. Jesus who could have worked these miracles chose not to in this way as an 
ethical example for us. This teaches us that to be a “child of God” means to have a trusting relationship 
with God that does not have to go beyond the limitations of an authentic human life. We simply live as 
God’s beloved children. 
  
He is also tempted to the misuse of political or dominative power – looking down on all the kingdoms 
from a high mountain position – a place of power. Matthew views Jesus as the Son of God who is about 
to do many miracles, signs, and wonders, and in this opening scene to his ministry, he is tempted to do 
so with all this “glory”. 
  
Matthew shows us that Jesus, the Beloved of God, is the New Adam that Paul tells us about, the One 
who rejects violence and self-serving miracles and resists the temptation to earthly kingdoms and 
empires. 
  
In this way, Jesus shares an alternative vision of God’s realm – this is what is at stake in the temptations 
– Jesus shows us and models for us, in our personal lives, and as the Church, the way through to 
an alternative vision of power & control & how to live in the kingdom of God’s love & grace. He is 
already laying down his life for his friends. He lays down the misuse of power and lives for The Kingdom 
of God. 
  
I wonder what kind of world we would live in if leaders in high places of power on our streets and 
around our globe would lay down self-advancement and be empowered to live for the highest good for 
all. Jesus shows us the way. 
  
In the letter to the Romans that we read today, Paul invites us to remember where our real power 
comes from… we are given the free gift of GRACE. 
  
“GRACE is God’s uncreated energy manifested to us through Jesus’ lovingkindness and redeeming 
love.”  We don’t have to create our own energy or power – it is the gift of God that flows to us and 
through us. Grace is a real power – a gift we receive and give to others. 
  
As we see and experience the ever-flowing energy of the loving kindness and redeeming love of Jesus in 
our own lives, we are invited to be channels of this free gift. Isn’t this a great image - we, as individuals 
and as the Church, are energy channels of God’s loving kindness and redeeming love. We don’t need our 
own power – we are empowered by Grace – “the grace of God - the free gift in Jesus Christ, abounds for 
the many.” 
  
All powerful loving God, show us how to hold power with the Father, accept powerlessness through the 
Son, and share and honor both power and powerlessness as we love and serve together, through the 
Holy Spirit. Amen 
 


