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DRAFT MINUTES  
St. Philip Annual Vestry Meeting 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2023   7:00 PM 
In person in the church 

 
The Annual Vestry Meeting was chaired by The Rev. Canon Peter Parker, Interim Priest-in-Charge 
at St. Philip Church.  34 people attended in person. 
 
The meeting came to order at 7.03pm 
 
Peter thanked the committee for the pancake dinner immediately preceding the meeting, and 
acknowledged the history and relationship between the parish and the ləkʷəŋən (Lekwungen)-
speaking peoples. 
 
1. WORSHIP 

Peter Parker read from Genesis 11:31-12:2. “Terah took his son Abram and his grandson 
Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they went out 
together from Ur… and the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.” 

All sang “The Summons”. 

Peter reflected on the reading, pointing out that Terah was originally called to go to 
Canaan, and then Abram was the successor to follow the call.  God said, “You’re going 
somewhere you haven’t been before, and I’m going to show you”. The coming of the 
new rector is a change, and a journey to a new place.  When Abram was moving out into 
a new place, his faith encouraged and sustained him. He and his family said, “We’ll leave 
the place and go forward.” 

Peter led another prayer:  Lord, help me to relax and take from me the worries and 
distress that hides your joy.  Help me to know that I am with you and in your care. 

The Collect was a prayer for mission from the BAS:  Draw your Church together, O Lord, 
into one great company of disciples, together following our Lord Jesus Christ into every 
walk of life, together serving him in his mission to the world, and together witnessing to 
his love on every continent and island. We ask this in his name and for his sake. Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer 

Peter read the ‘In Memoriam’, giving thanks for the lives of those parishioners and their 
loved ones who have died since the last AGM: 
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St. Philip Parish – In Memoriam   
Peggy Etchell (2021) 

Barbara Fosdick (2022) 
Val Curley (2022) 

Blanche Excell (2023) 
 
2. APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY: 

- Mark Laidlaw was appointed secretary by acclamation. 
 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES for Annual Meeting of 1 February 2022 
as circulated with the 2022 Reports 

 MOVED: Evelyn Savage 
 SECONDED: Zita Conway 

VOTE:  CARRIED 
 

4.  ST. PHILIP PARISH COUNCIL 2023 Elections 
 
4.a. Election of 1 WARDEN 
Two Wardens share the role, serving a two year ‘staggered term.’ 
Karen Van Rheenen has completed 3 terms as Warden (the maximum consecutive 
service permitted by diocesan regulations). 
Larry Anthony has 1 year of his current term remaining. 
Nominee: Celia McLean  
The floor was opened for any other nominations. None being put forward, 
Celia McLean was appointed Warden by Acclamation. 
Larry Anthony offered personal thanks to Karen van Rheenen for her 6-year term as 
warden, and presented a small gift from the parish.  The parish expressed its thanks to 
Karen and Celia by applause. 
 

      4.b. SYNOD DELEGATES: 3-year term   
A diocesan synod has been called for May 2023.            

         Dave Conway continues (2022-25 term) 
Karen Van Rheenen’s term is complete, Jennifer Sharlow has stepped down, and there 
are no longer Youth delegates. 

 Nominees: Evelyn Savage, Jackie Prowse 
No other nominations being received,  
Evelyn Savage and Jackie Prowse were elected for 3 year terms (2023-26) by 
Acclamation. 
 
4.c. TREASURER 
Nominee: Mark Graham 
No other nominations being received,  
Mark Graham continues as Treasurer by Acclamation. 
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4.d. PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS-AT LARGE 
Mark Laidlaw (2022-24) 
Evelyn Savage (2022-24) 
Marcus Schlag (2022-24) 
Eric Reiter stepped down. 
Nominees:  
Gerianne Knowles-Robson 
Jackie Prowse 
The floor was opened to other nominations. Stacy McGhee and Judith Slimmon were 
nominated. 
Gerianne Knowles-Robson, Stacy McGhee, Jackie Prowse and Judith Slimmon were 
elected for 2 year terms (2023-25). 

 
Larry Anthony expressed thanks to Eric Reiter for his time on council. Parish thanks by 
applause.   

Thanks from Larry and Peter for the strength of the incoming parish council and how 
they will facilitate the coming transition to a new rector in March. 

 
No ballots were used, scrutineers were not appointed and no ballots needed to be 
counted or destroyed. 
 
 

5.  TREASURER’S REPORT  &  Financial Review  2022 from Mark Graham 
 
 See Treasurer’s Report and 2023 Budget. 

In summary, income through regular offerings is ca. $50,000 below previous norms, 
reflected in a deficit of approximately the same size. Drop in offerings is ca. 25% from 
pre-pandemic average. The 2023 budget is suggested as a ‘status quo’ budget to allow 
the new Rector time to find his feet. Details match reports circulated. 
 

Adoption of Financial Report for 2022 and Budget for 2023 
MOTION to Approve the 2022 Financial Report and 2023 Budget as presented and in the 
Financial Report and 2023 Budget document circulated in preparation for this meeting.  -  
Mark Graham 
Seconded: Larry Anthony, Bruce Richmond 
Discussion. Bruce Richmond suggests putting money from bequest fund into missions. 
Mike Pipes suggests funds may be needed for contingencies during the year. Karen Van 
Rheenen raised a question about funded missions offset. Peter reminds us that us voting 
for this commits us to stewardship. 

Motion carried. 
 



4. 
 

6.   Appointment of Accounting Review Committee for fiscal year 2023: 
 Appointment delegated to Parish Council. 
 
7. MOTION to accept OTHER REPORTS as circulated: Clayton Savage 

SECONDED: Zita Conway  
Comments:  
Peter adds his personal thanks to Anna as parish administrator and Karen and Larry as 
Wardens for how they have helped during his 9 months at St Philip.  Expression of 
thanks to Habbous and Jordie for their contribution to the music program. 
 
Discussion from Peter re roles of ushers and greeters: responsibility of all in the parish to 
to “extend the right hand of fellowship” and make a point of greeting people who come 
to the Church.   
 
Expression of thanks to Neal Tucker as Verger. 
 
Peter reports that many people say how great the music is, and thanks to Dave for 
welcoming him as a musician participant.  Jennifer Clarke thanked Peter for his 
contribution to the music. 
 
VOTE: to accept other Reports – CARRIED 

 
8.  Any other business 

Clayton asks how many vestry meetings Peter has attended through his career as a 
priest:  40.  Thanks for Peter’s leadership for the past years. 

Peter encourages us to celebrate our accomplishments, not to feel reticent.  Remember 
that the accomplishments belong to “not us but Christ in us” – we are to be salt and light 
for the earth. 

 
9.  ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Upcoming Sunday Feb 26: the Bishop will be attending, at 9:30. 

Feb 22 10am and 7pm Ash Wednesday services. 

Feb 23 Nobody here on Thursday (power interruption BC Hydro) 

Thanks from Larry for Karen’s role in organizing the Shrove Tuesday supper. 

10. Doxology and Blessing 

Peter led us in “Praise God from whom all blessings flow” 
 
11.  ADJOURNMENT: 7:59 pm 


