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Romans 1:16-2:16 
16For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’ 
 

18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of 
those who by their wickedness suppress the truth. 19For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20Ever since the creation of the world his 
eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen 
through the things he has made. So they are without excuse; 21for though they knew God, they 
did not honour him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, 
and their senseless minds were darkened. 22Claiming to be wise, they became fools; 23and they 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling a mortal human being or 
birds or four-footed animals or reptiles. 
 
24Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the degrading of their 
bodies among themselves, 25because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever! Amen. 
 
26For this reason God gave them up to degrading passions. Their women exchanged 
NATURAL intercourse for unnatural, 27and in the same way also the men, giving up 
NATURAL intercourse with women, were consumed with passion for one another. Men 
committed shameless acts with men and received in their own persons the due penalty 
for their error. 
 
28And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind 
and to things that should not be done. 29They were filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are 
gossips, 30slanderers, God-haters, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious 
towards parents, 31foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32They know God’s decree, that those 
who practise such things deserve to die—yet they not only do them but even applaud others 
who practise them. 
 
2:1Therefore you have no excuse, whoever you are, when you judge others; for in passing 
judgement on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, are doing the very same 
things. 2You say, ‘We know that God’s judgement on those who do such things is in 
accordance with truth.’ 3Do you imagine, whoever you are, that when you judge those who do 
such things and yet do them yourself, you will escape the judgement of God? 4Or do you 
despise the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience? Do you not realize that God’s 
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5But by your hard and impenitent heart you are 
storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgement will be 
revealed. 6For he will repay according to each one’s deeds: 7to those who by patiently doing 
good seek for glory and honour and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8while for those who 
are self-seeking and who obey not the truth but wickedness, there will be wrath and 
fury. 9There will be anguish and distress for everyone who does evil, the Jew first and also the 
Greek, 10but glory and honour and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also 
the Greek. 11For God shows no partiality. 
 
12All who have sinned apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who have 
sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13For it is not the hearers of the law who are 
righteous in God’s sight, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14When Gentiles, who 
do not possess the law, do instinctively what the law requires, these, though not having the 
law, are a law to themselves. 15They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, 
to which their own conscience also bears witness; and their conflicting thoughts will accuse or 
perhaps excuse them 16on the day when, according to my gospel, God, through Jesus Christ, 
will judge the secret thoughts of all. 
 
 
  



NOTES & COMMENTARY on the TEXT 
 

A Foundational Context 
 
Paul is seeking to unite the Jewish and Gentile Christian communities. He proposes a unity 
of equality rather than uniformity. He does this by appealing to the Jewish Scriptures. 
 

Interpretive Lenses 
 
We approach and read Scripture with a wide variety of lenses which influences, if not 
outright guarantees, our interpretations of the text. 
 
Always I use an interpretive lens of love. God loves us and wants humanity’s best in all 
things and at all times. 
 
I also use the lens which is suspicious of any interpretation of Scripture that leads to violence 
against another. 
 
I also use the lens of grace which makes room for other voices and other experiences. 
 
I also use a lens of humility knowing that my reading is not the summation of all theological 
interpretations of any given Scripture for all time. I enter into a conversation. 
 
Another interpretive lens I particularly use to interpret Romans 1 is an intertextual lens 
where I suppose that Paul is making a cohesive argument for Christian unity throughout the 
entire letter. This cohesive argument is our starting point in responding to anti-LGBTQ+ 
interpretations. 
 

The cohesive argument 
 
It’s all about law and the work of God to use law to lead everyone (“Jew and Greek”) into 
justice, peace, and joy (Romans 14:17). 
 
The Law (of Moses) is mentioned 51 times in the Letter to the Romans. That’s a lot. 
 
In Romans (and through his ministry), Paul is developing a vision of the Mosaic Law to 
unite his community which is made up of Christians who have been born into the Law of 
Moses (Jews) and Christians who have not been born into the Law of Moses (Gentiles). 
 
He begins by setting up Law (both a natural Gentile Law and the revealed Jewish Law of 
Moses) as something no one is able to fulfill in its entirety. Those who have an unwritten 
Law of their hearts are unable to live up to that law. They err. Likewise, those who have 
Moses’ Law still lie, steal and cheat (2:21-24). 
 
Paul reminds the readers that Moses’ Law is not an end in and of itself. In fact, when it is 
made an end in and of itself, it leads to judgement – judgement from God (1:32) and 
judgement of our neighbours (2:1). Law as an end is a curse. 
 
Instead, Moses’ Law is a means to an entirely different end (later described as Christ in 
10:4).  
 
Moses’ Law is a gift of light by which the predicament of sin is exposed (3:20). It is a means 
to enlighten people of their need for God’s mercy and grace. 
 
Moses’ Law is a lens through which we can see our Christian family members as exactly like 
us. Moses’ Law is fulfilled not by doing it, but by using it as a means to die to sinful 
passions and made alive to bear fruit for God (7:4-5). 
 
So, we do not abandon Moses’ Law. Abandoning it is like turning off the lights and 
obscuring the human predicament of sin. Keep the lights on! Keep the law before our face. 
We do not abandon a mirror because it reflects a blemish. We do not break a stained-glass 
window because it obscures our vision of the outside. In the same way we keep the Spiritual 
Law (7:14) before us. 
 
But what is this Spiritual Law? 



 
It is the Law of Faith (4:16). It is God’s Law (7:22). It is the Law of the Spirit of Life (8:2). It 
is the law of Love (13:8-10). We keep the Law of Love from which the light and lens of 
Moses’ Law was given. 
 
The Law of Love is a deeper, more foundational Law on which the Law of Moses is 
written. This more foundational Law saves us from the sinful predicament revealed by 
Moses’ Law and leads us into a new Law of Spirit, Freedom, Jesus and Love. To keep Paul’s 
metaphor, being under the Law of Grace is being under a wider canopy than Moses’s Law. 
 
So back to Romans 1:26-27. 
 
Did Paul write a new law by which we judge our neighbours who are same-sex attracted and 
live in same-sex partnerships and marriages? 
 
By no means! 
 
Perhaps here is why there is allusions to “unnatural” sexuality in Romans 1: 
 
Paul was a faithful reader and student of the Hebrew Scriptures. He knew all the laws and all 
the stories. 
 
In Paul’s Biblical worldview there was no greater proof of sin and violence than the stories 
that told of the attempted rape of Lot and his daughters (Genesis 18:16-19:29) and the 
attempted rape of the Levite and the successful rape of his concubine (Judges 19). The 
heights of depravity were those people who used their power (physical, sexual, political) to 
spread terror and force control (ownership) over another person. Paul reminds his readers 
that this unnatural depravity exists both in the gentile world (Genesis) and the Hebrew world 
(Judges). No one is free from guilt. All have fallen short of Moses’ Law and Nature’s Law.  
 
And all have the power to live under the God’s Law of grace & faith, through Jesus Christ, 
whether Jew or Greek, slave or free, wherever we are on the spectrum of gender identity, 
wherever we are on the spectrum of sexual orientation.  
 
Living in Christ and meeting together in the Church is a radical welcome of all. 
 

Resources to have at hand 
 
Queertheology.com 
reformationproject.org 


