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Return to the God of steadfast love. 

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. 
Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this 
day, how might you help someone find hope, 
not despair through God’s steadfast love?  
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Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts for 
40 days. It is a time to focus on repentance 
and our relationship with God. It is a time for 
Christians to add a Lenten spiritual discipline 
to their daily rituals. Fasting, daily devotions, 
daily prayer, and a Lenten calendar are 
examples of these disciplines. Plan what your 
discipline might be for Lent and consider 
adding the ritual of this prayer each day from 
Psalm 51:10 when you wake or when you lie 
down: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and put a new and right spirit within me. In 
the name of my Savior and Lord, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN 
WORSHIP WITH US THIS EVENING!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and 
the apostles and strive to live our lives in 
accord with the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are 
all fellow sinners who live together in the 
mercy and grace of Jesus. Jesus is the heart 
and center of all that we say and do as we 
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serve Him and live in Christian love with one 
another.  
If you would like to learn more about this 
church, or are looking for a church family, 
please talk to our pastor or one of the ushers 
or elders. They would be happy to talk with 
you! Regardless of whether you join or not, we 
welcome you and your family to worship with 
us any time! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to 
let our pastor or one of our members know so 
we can seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may 
the Lord richly bless you! 

ATTENDING COMMUNION AT 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN  

The Lord ’s Supper is celebrated at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 
into our mouths not only bread and wine but 
his very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 
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union with him and with one another. Our Lord 
invites to his table those who trust his words, 
repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, 
that they may show forth his death until he 
comes.  
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s 
body and blood unworthily do so to their great 
harm and because Holy Communion is a 
confession of faith which is confessed at this 
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, 
or who hold a confession differing from that of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church LCMS and yet 
desire to receive the sacrament, are invited to 
speak with Pastor Karl Glander. 
 
Ash Wednesday is one of the most solemn 
days of the church year. This liturgy marks the 
beginning of a penitential discipline climaxing 
on Maundy Thursday. The mood is penitential 
and reflective on our baptismal faith and life. 
The organ is silent before and after worship. 
Worshipers are asked to keep reverent silence 
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before the service and leave the service in 
silence. There will be no greeting at the door 
by the pastor. Originally, Lent was the time 
when candidates for Holy Baptism were 
intently preparing to be baptized at the Vigil of 
Easter. We, too, in this season of Lent prepare 
ourselves to remember our Baptism at Easter 
as we ritually “pass over” with Jesus from 
death to new life. During this Lenten season 
will remember Jesus’ Baptism, His anointing 
with the Holy Spirit, and His words in Luke 4 – 
that He was anointed to show, and to be, 
mercy. As His people – hearing Him proclaim 
God’s Word and being God’s Word as 
Prophet; seeing Him sacrifice Himself on a 
cross and know that He intercedes for us as 
Priest; and knowing that we live under Him as 
King in righteousness and purity – we will be 
reminded of our work of mercy. (Each service 
will present an opportunity to give of our 
treasures to the church’s corporate mercy 
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work through LCMS World Relief and Human 
Care.) 
Today, worshipers will have the opportunity to 
receive ashes on their foreheads as a sign of 
penitence and baptismal remembrance. The 
ashes are prepared by burning palm branches 
from last Palm Sunday. In a dramatic way, 
their use suggests God’s judgment and 
condemnation of sin, our frailty and total 
dependence on God, and humiliation and 
repentance. The words spoken as ashes are 
imposing, “Remember that you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return,” were first spoken to 
Adam after his fall into sin. We are forcefully 
reminded of the words of the committal in the 
Christian Burial service, “... earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” Ashes also 
suggest cleansing and renewal. They were 
once used as a cleaning agent. Thus, ashes 
imposed in the shape of a cross symbolize 
both judgment and baptismal cleansing. We 
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are grateful you have joined us this evening at 
this special service here at Bethlehem. 
 
[The minister enters in silence.] 

 
Ash Wednesday 
February 22, 2023 

 
PRELUDE   

 
T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 

 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

915 TODAY YOUR MERCY CALLS US 
 

1 Today Your mercy calls us 
    To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
    Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
    Our hearts have turned away, 
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Your precious blood can wash us 
    And make us clean today. 

 
2 Today Your gate is open, 

    And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome 
    And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
    A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, 
    A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 
3 Today our Father calls us; 

    His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather 
    Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
    How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
    It is our Father’s home. 

 
4 O all-embracing Mercy, 

    O ever-open Door, 
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What should we do without You 
    When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, 
    To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, 
    One ear will hear our prayer. 

 
(Please rise) 

 
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, 

who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; 

therefore You are feared. 
  



10 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, 
call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, 

forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy 

Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, 
in which You daily and richly forgive us our 
sins and grant us new life through Your 
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Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 
graciously receive our prayer and praise; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 
INTROIT                                    Psalm 51:1–13 
Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God 

P Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
 blot out my transgressions. 
 
C Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
 and cleanse me from my sin! 

 
P For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
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C Against you, you only, have I sinned 
 and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you may be justified in your words 
 and blameless in your judgment. 
 
P Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
 and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
 
C Behold, you delight in truth in the inward 
being, 
 and you teach me wisdom in the secret 
heart. 

 
P Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

C Let me hear joy and gladness; 
 let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
 
P Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my iniquities. 
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C Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
P Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 

C Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 
P Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
 and sinners will return to you. 

(Please rise) 
♫KYRIE♫ 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 
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Almighty and everlasting God, You despise 
nothing You have made and forgive the sins 
of all who are penitent. Create in us new and 
contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our wretchedness we may 
receive from You full pardon and 
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Joel 2:12–19 
Return to the LORD 

12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 
 “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; 
 13and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” 
Return to the LORD, your God, 
 for he is gracious and merciful, 
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slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love; 
 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and 
relent, 
 and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 
 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
 consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
 16gather the people. 
Consecrate the congregation; 
 assemble the elders; 
gather the children, 
 even nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
 and the bride her chamber. 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 
 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, 
weep 
and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 
 and make not your heritage a reproach, 
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 a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
 ‘Where is their God?’” 

The LORD Had Pity 
18Then the LORD became jealous for his land 
 and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his 
people, 
“Behold, I am sending to you 
 grain, wine, and oil, 
 and you will be satisfied; 
and I will no more make you 
 a reproach among the nations.” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
 We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 
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 1Working together with him, then, we appeal 
to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 
2For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 
 and in a day of salvation I have helped 
you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation. 3We put no obstacle in 
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found 
with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we 
commend ourselves in every way: by great 
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, 
genuine love; 7by truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of 
righteousness for the right hand and for the 
left; 8through honor and dishonor, through 
slander and praise. We are treated as 
impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and 
yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; 
as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, 
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yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, yet possessing 
everything. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
C These things are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God. 

 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 Giving to the Needy 
 1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before other people in order to 
be seen by them, for then you will have no 
reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound 
no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. 3But when 
you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4so that 
your giving may be in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 5“And when you pray, you must not be like 
the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, 
that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say 
to you, they have received their reward. 6But 
when you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret. 
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And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. . . . 

Fasting 
 16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like 
the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 
that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, 
I say to you, they have received their reward. 
17But when you fast, anoint your head and 
wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be 
seen by others but by your Father who is in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 

Lay Up Treasures in Heaven 
 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and 
invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the 
Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary 
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     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
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     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
(Please be seated) 

 
SERMON 

"Own Your Sin" 
. . . Pastor Karl 

 
 
SERMON HYMN 

 
611 CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE 

(Stanzas 1–4) 
1 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, 
Lives that I might never die. 
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As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His, and He is mine. 

 
2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 
Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me—wondrous thought! 
Found me when I sought Him not. 

 
3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod. 

 
4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 
Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
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INVITATION TO BE MERCIFUL AS OUR 
PROPHET, PRIEST, AND KING LEADS US 
  
P Dear ones in Christ, it was the custom in the 
early Church to prepare for the suffering and 
death of Christ on Good Friday and for the 
celebration of the resurrection of our Lord with 
special worship and acts of repentance and 
faith. Believers were invited to increase their 
prayer, to fast, and to increase their private 
meditation. Today, and throughout the Lenten 
season, we will be reminded of the message 
of pardon and absolution proclaimed in the 
Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
The proclamation of Law and Gospel on the 
Lord’s Day, and in special Lenten services, is 
intended to remind us of our need to renew 
our repentance and grow in our faith, and be 
the merciful people Christ has prepared us to 
be  
I invite you to observe this season of Lent by 
self-examination and repentance; by prayer, 
by reading God’s holy Word, and by giving of 
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your substance as God leads you to special 
ministries of mercy which you will learn about. 
To begin this journey of repentance, and as a 
reminder of our mortal nature, let us now 
humble ourselves before the Lord, our maker 
and redeemer. 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES  
P  Almighty God, You created us out of the 
dust of the ground. May these ashes remind 
us that we are dust and shall return to dust. 
May they also remind us of the cross of Christ 
by which we are given everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C Amen.    
 
(Those who wish to receive ashes may come 
forward.)  
[The minister imposes ashes on the forehead 
with the sign of the cross — a reminder of the 
cross placed on the forehead at the time of 
Baptism — with the words, “Remember that 
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you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The 
congregation remains silent.] 

 
(Please rise) 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P As we begin our journey through this 
season of repentance and renewal, let us 
return to the Lord, who is gracious and 
merciful. O God, You call us to turn from sin 
and to live in the joy and freedom of the 
Kingdom of your Son. You invite us to receive 
the forgiveness earned through the merits of 
our Priest Jesus Christ. Give us strength 
through the word of our Prophet Jesus by 
equipping us with your word on our Lenten 
journey. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer.  
 
P O God, You call people everywhere to work 
for the good of all humanity. Empower the 
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leaders of the nations to be ambassadors of 
mercy. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
 
P O God, grant compassion to all who 
minister to the sick and infirm: medical 
professionals, healing practitioners, and all 
caregivers. Show Your mercy to those who are 
ill [especially] and bring them peace of mind 
and heart. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer.  
 
P O God, You call us to turn from our sin and 
to live for You alone. Guide us through these 
40 days of Lent to a fuller appreciation of Your 
baptismal grace. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
 
P Merciful God, because Jesus was anointed 
for mercy we ask you to bless the work of the 
mercy arm of our church, LCMS World Relief 
and Human Care. Accept the sacrifice of our 
treasure as we send it to be used as needed 
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to your glory and the benefit of our neighbors; 
hear our cry when we call to You; hear us as 
we pray the prayer Jesus taught us. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
(please be seated) 
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OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 
 

805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 
BLESSINGS FLOW 

 
D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings 

flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

P The Lord be with you, 

C And also with you.        (2 Timothy 4:22) 

P Lift up your hearts, 

C We lift them to the Lord.      (Colossians 
3:1) 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.    
(Psalm 136) 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 
should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all 
creation, for You have had mercy on us and 
given Your only begotten Son that whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. Grant us, Your Spirit, gracious 
Father, that we may give heed to the 
testament of Your Son in true faith and, above 
all, firmly take to heart the words with which 
Christ gives to us His body and blood for 
forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to 
remember and give thanks for the boundless 
love which He manifested to us when, by 
pouring out His precious blood, He saved us 
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from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, 
and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread 
and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, 
guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION  
(This is where congregation will take 

communion) 
 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 
sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
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Amen. 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen and preserve you in body and 
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS 
 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

427 IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY 
 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story 
    Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
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Never shall the cross forsake me; 
    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 
3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
    Adds more luster to the day. 

 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

    By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
    Joys that through all time abide. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and 
be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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POSTLUDE 
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