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Brian Hutchinson (00:00): 

Well, it fits really well in tonight. Like I said, I had to get a standalone going. I've got a, a wonderful 
series. I'm looking forward to starting in March A again, if Pastor Branson doesn't switch with me again 
<laugh>. But yeah, and I didn't wanna start it early, so I dug deep. I had done something similar back I 
think it was a Sunday sermon last July, and I did, I'm, I'm doing it in reverse. I did chapter two of 
Galatians, then I'm actually gonna do chapter one tonight. So just with, with that, our continuing mission 
is to always be striving to love God more every day that we have been given breath. Amen. Okay. And 
scripture not only encourages us, but it engages us and, and confronts us. But speaking of loving God as 
much as we can, while we have breath, I was able to say goodbye to my dear friend pastor Oscar this 
past Saturday. 

(00:57): 

 He, for his service, for his home going, he was, he's my age. And he you guys, some of you know January 
12th, collapsed, what was called a stroke. It ended up being bleeding on the brain and aneurysm. And he 
was in an induced coma for, well, from the 12th to January 26th. And they did a scan for brain activity 
and found there was none. And so January 26th he went home to be with the Lord, and they had a 
service for him. And Oscar he spoke at my ordination. So if some of you guys met him, he was very 
vibrant and full of love, and he loved God to his last breath. He played football for the Florida Gators. 
You might not have known that. I mean, he looked like a football player, but he played for the Florida 
Gators in the early nineties. 

(01:48): 

 And he had such a helpful soul. Aaron and I, and, and Trish. We learned so much that we didn't know 
about him at the service that he helped a deer older lady that cared for him, saved her from drowning 
when he was younger. I'm like, this guy did everything. I mean, he is my role model, you know? And, and 
I don't know why it was God's will to take him early but he is, he is in heaven with his Lord. Like I said, 
the family asked me to speak at the service. I got there, found out my name was in the bulletin as the 
opener. I was opening up the service. And so, not only did I pray, I shared a little bit about our 
relationship and how he spoke at my ordination and about the good godly advice that he gave me in the 
time that I knew him. 

(02:33): 

And I also shared with them why we could even call that a celebration of life service. And it was simply 
because Oscar put God first in everything he put in first in everything. And he personalized. As we, as I 
read, the way you've heard Pastor Branson read it, he personalized John three 16. So I read it that way. 
And I tell you, this was mostly an African American crowd. And I tell you, they amen. Every word of me 
reading that verse, for God so loved Oscar Mm. Amen. That he sent his only son. Mm. Praise the Lord. I 
mean, it was like, I wanted to keep going. It was, it was awesome. You talk about really worshiping, I 
mean, we, we, Aaron and I said to, we, we are having church, right? It was great. It was a celebration of 
life, let me tell you. 

(03:25): 

And we worshiped that morning. We sang, we clapped, we stomped for an hour and a half, okay? An 
hour and a half. It was great. But my point of sharing that with you is Oscar loved God with all that he 
had. And we should all strive to do that every bit of energy we've got. Give it to the Lord, give it to the 
Lord. All right. Well, we're gonna change gears. We're gonna get right to it. I want to kind of set up 
tonight's scripture with a story. Have any of you ever watched a Senate hearing or something like that 
on a cspan channel? Or you guys want, okay, I I don't, I don't. But I know enough to, to know that the 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=n80AG_ODg__80J0OkV7oJ2q8OXM_KKDPtJtcKpNx_BFj6crelwAXh88Bd9wxV-W0ALt0T7FSYBaCsFQxp5hZNYWL_Qc&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=0.27
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=6lGm3qamnNmiV9XxrXsyN4ZeslNYNkN1Q5POMd0GhBRp0VAk8sidjRFomLZeWEdT3X-sRHY2UIf8e3vVC0DVhz_B6dE&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=57.3
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=S9vczK4py2VIl9_DSkONO-tSeftxGVLu5panTEPTF5vJniwqjEr4-XPtW40aNhD_Kp3prSX_xDC9NHopi42tK6bIt2s&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=108.45
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=hES9B_GVM7ZSF5HZHtsqYO9tDWXI482gyoGa8DijtgQygEuC5d8N_DxcJFv7SfbTAWS-vqpsNNC-QLIjbVjBfgPJkBo&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=153.69
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=P5qaR0FKRvQXdLnzHzIgnT-oJgHZWSLzLKWlWIHD2o5uciQA2tQ2EqSWKO7PJwQCsHcG40clrrxTrlXYnU76P2WjNuY&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=205.48


 

 

 Page 2 of 10 

 

way they talk to each other is very, very strange to me. Growing up, if we didn't like somebody, we just 
avoided you, you know, Hey, we don't like you, we don't wanna hang out with you. 

(04:14): 

But on these, some of these people, these kind of hearings, they're nice for a few minutes. And then in 
that next minute, they're vultures, right? They're vultures. And, and I, and I, I kind of created an 
example. So here's, here's how I would hear one of those meetings. First, I want to thank you for coming 
and answering our questions. On a personal note, I had the pleasure of working with you on the Armed 
Services Committee. You care about your constituents on the education bill, you did a lot of good work. I 
know you care about your charities, and that's to be commended. Why do you like cheating steel 
<laugh>? Yeah. Right? And so I kind of heard that from a certain point of view from a comedian that I 
like, and decided to borrow it since it's fitting to tonight's scriptures. And you'll see when we get there 
that it's the, you can just read. 

(05:01): 

Why do you lie, cheating, steal. So I do, I tell you that story to set up our discussion covering Galatians 
chapter one. So if you brought your swords, you brought your Bible, please go ahead and turn to 
Galatians chapter one. Yes, it will be up there for you. But I, as I tell you, when I, when I, and we're in a 
class teaching, I'm a highlighter.  I'm an underliner, I'm a sideways writer. My Bible, I encourage you all 
to do the same. You have notes you wanna do that. But tonight's title is, there is nothing like God's 
word. There's absolutely nothing like God's word, or as the way Paul says it in scripture. There is no 
other gospel. Or to say it another way, there is no other good news, right? There is no other good news. 
So sit back for just a minute or two. 

(05:47): 

I'm going to, I'm, I have to set this up with a little bit of history. So in the time of the Apostle Paul there 
were different meanings for the word Galatia. And so speaking ethnically Galatia, which is modern day 
Turkey, I, I actually wish I had a map to kind of give us a, a perspective. But gala glacier's modern day 
Turkey. And that was the region of Central Asia Minor inhabited by the Galatians. The people there had 
migrated to that region from Gaul, which is modern day France. And that was in the third century bc. 
And in one of John MacArthur's commentaries, it says, the Romans conquered the Galatians in 180 9 bc 
but allowed them to have some measure of independence until 25 BC when Galatia became a Roman 
province, incorporating some regions not inhabited by ethnic Galatians. So examples of that in your, in 
your Bible would be parts of Laconia Frisia. 

(06:43): 

And so you could say in a way that Galatia came to be described as the entire Roman province. I'm just 
trying to set that up to you. Like I said, I wish I had a map. So if you were to read Acts chapter 13, verse 
14 don't freak out, it's not on the screen. Paul founded churches in the southern part of what I just 
explained, the southern part of Galatian cities of Antioch, Iconium Lira and Derby. Although those cities 
were in the Roman province, they still had some kind of they were, they were not, however, in the 
ethnic Galatian region, and that's just a little background. So Paul wrote to the Galatians, he wrote to 
them to counter false teaching. He wrote to them to counter false teachings who were undermining the 
central doctrine of the New Testament, which was justification by faith alone in Christ alone. 

(07:35): 

And so the people of Galatia were spreading a dangerous teaching where Gentiles must first become 
Jewish proselytes and submit to the Mosaic law before they become Christians. You know, the 
circumcision process, well, that's work-based. You have to do this and this if you want to go to heaven. 
And that was wrong. And Paul was confronting it. And so you, you gotta remember completely different 
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world that we live in now, there was no social media back then. They couldn't just click, I don't like this, I 
like this, or whatever. And so they had letters and, and messengers to get the word out. So, you know, 
Paul had to receive word and then had to send word. So it's not like you could just click a link, and 
everybody knew exactly what your thoughts were. So he was shocked that the Galatians were open to 
such heresy. 

(08:22): 

And so he wrote defending justification by faith, and he issued a strong warning of the consequences of 
moving away or abandoning the essential doctrine. Basically, they were taking Jesus out of the gospel. 
Still happens today, unfortunately. But I find it, if, if you've read the letter of, of, of, of Paul's letters 
recently you'll notice that the Book of Galatians does not contain a commendation. No. Thank you for 
your prayers. No, we, we've appreciate you praying us while we've been in or doing this. There's no, 
there's none of no commendations. And I think leaving out something like that is certainly reflecting 
how urgent Paul felt about confronting this heresy and how urgent he felt to defend the go, defend the 
gospel. We need a sense of urgency in defending the gospel, not arguing, defending the gospel. So I 
wanna remind you that the gospel of Jesus Christ is good news to those who are resisting him or 
rebelling against him, and they're facing right righteous judgment of a holy God. 

(09:28): 

And the word gospel itself, we've gone over this before, means good news. So the gospel of Jesus Christ 
is the best news you've ever received, the best news you've ever received. The gospel transforms and is 
transforming. It saves and is saving. Can you imagine? You wanna really mess with somebody, wait for 
someone to come up to you and say, they'll run up to you and go, Hey, I've got really good news today. 
And your response could be better than Jesus coming back really messed with it. They're like, no, but I, 
I've got a birthday tomorrow or something. But yeah, no, the best news you'll ever receive is Jesus 
coming back for those who have put their faith in him. Well, let's look at Paul's opening to the churches 
of Glacier. Now, we, we, we read a few of these verses back in July of last year but we're gonna do it 
again just to set it up. 

(10:20): 

But Galatians one, verses one through five says, Paul an apostle, not from men, nor through man, but 
through Jesus Christ, and God the Father who raised him from the dead, and all the brothers who are 
with me, to the churches of Galatia grace to you and peace from God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age according to the will of our 
God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. That's just the opening of his letter. 
What do we do, dear John? You know, that's, and then we get right to, I mean, that's, that's a solid 
opening. And there's a lot going on in those five verses, but Paul is letting them know that he is writing 
them, representing the one who takes away sin. You know? So, yeah, like our letters are just so plain. 

(11:15): 

Hey, dear John, how you doing, John? Okay? And he's telling them, I am writing you on behalf of Jesus 
who takes away your sin. It isn't just, I'm saved. I'll see you in heaven. No, each of us has a purpose in 
God for our lives right now. Right now. Or he call us home. It's that simple. We have a purpose and 
something to do. So. And when Paul says a different gospel, he is referring to the requirements and 
rituals of the old covenant, the Judaizers were giving as a prerequisite at the salvation. Again, it's 
workspace. You gotta do something along with what you believe. And it was false. I guess a modern day 
example of that is preachers out there that are saying you can lose your salvation. And we know that to 
be false. Even worse is there are some groups out there that their translation of a Bible of John one, one 
is, in the beginning was a word instead of the word thy. 
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(12:14): 

You see the difference in that? In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God. And the 
word was God. You take that out and you put an A, you've changed everything. You've taken the deity 
away from Jesus. Amen. And that is false. It's wrong. It's false teaching. Paul dealt with it, then we deal 
with it. Now there is no other gospel. There is no comparison to God's word. There's nothing You say, 
well, I find an equivalent to this. Show me there's nothing equivalent to God's word. So in the rest of 
chapter one of Galatians one Paul yeah Paul tells us of how God called him and how he defended the 
gospel. He gives us testimony, and I, I'm gonna read it. I think we need to read it. So it's Galatians one 
verses 11 through 24. For, I would have, you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is 
not man's gospel written through man, but by the Holy Spirits leading that is so important for us to 
grasp. 

(13:10): 

I've heard people say, man wrote the Bible and man is flawed. That is incorrect and false. God wrote the 
Bible using man with the guiding of the Holy Spirit. Verse 12, for I did not receive it from any man, nor 
was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my formal 
life, my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the Church of God violently and tried to destroy it. And 
I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age. He's bragging there among my people. So 
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my father's. But when he who had set me apart before I 
was born, very important right there. And who called me by his grace was pleased to reveal his son to 
me. Someone performing awful deeds. Jesus, God was pleased with him, pleased to reveal Jesus to him 
on the road of Damascus, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles. 

(14:11): 

I did not immediately consult with anyone, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 
before me. But I went away into Arabia and returned again to Damascus. Then after three years, I went 
up to Jerusalem to fi, to visit Sifu Peter and remained within 15 days. But I saw none of the other 
apostles except James, the Lord's brother, in what I am writing to you before God. I do not lie. That is, 
that's, you know, I mean, it's through the Holy Spirit. So of course it's not a lie, but it's Paul's 
personalized way of saying, believe me, I'm telling you the truth. Verse 21, then I went into the regions 
of Syria and Siia, and I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only 
were hearing it said He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy and 
they glorified God because of me. 

(15:06): 

What a testimony. Right? I was this way. Now I'm this way, and I'm shouting it to the rooftops. Amen. 
Amen. Paul used his testimony of what Christ did in his life to defend, not argue, defend the gospel. 
Each of us have that tool. And the more God blesses your life, your testimony grows. I can no longer fit 
mine in the two minutes. I remember when I first got here and Branson said, okay, we're gonna 
introduce you to the staff and deacons and everybody, and, and you're gonna give you your testimony. 
Keep it under two minutes. I'm like, already at that time, it was kind of hard. Well, I'd be like we need to 
rework how long this meeting's gonna be. I can't do it any longer in two minutes. But your testimony is 
what draws people closer to God. Believe it or not, remember God called you. 

(15:56): 

Your testimony will draw others in. They will listen to you. We've had people recently we ordained and, 
and, and made other deacons a part of the point. And we've got 10 or more, I think. And one of 'em 
said, I don't feel worthy to do it. You know, my former life is, is not good. And I said, you're exactly who 
God needs because there's a certain group you can talk to that I can't talk to. And that's how God uses 
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each of us with your story. So each of you have a story, let God use it. It's a powerful tool. And just to 
kind of promote the one upcoming impact, 1 0 3 covers that in depth. So the community, this 
community will be reached by hearing about regular people that's like them who have been touched 
from God. And they will know God by your love. The community. We keep talking about the 30,000 
people, they will know God. They will come to know God by your love, by our love. And so moving on, 
for us to be sold out for God and completely understand that there's nothing like God's word. We also 
need to make sure that we know there is only one gospel. 

(17:10): 

There's no, Hey, what bookstore are you? Which gospel are you gonna get at the bookstore? There's 
only one. There's, that's why I kind of, I just a sidebar. I kind of hate the word version, like King James 
version, English standard version. It almost sounds like, Hey, how does yours end <laugh>? And and it's 
not that I like, I prefer translation, but it is, it's one word. It's God's word. It's one story. It's God's story. 
So a point to there was only one gospel. And, and some may ask some that have maybe just come into 
the faith or maybe just got rolling with their, with their salvation. How will I know that I'm listening to 
the one true gospel? Again, get plugged into supplemental study. Get a Bible study, get a small group, 
get a devotion going. Okay? So verse six ended with you're turning to a different gospel. 

(18:01): 

And Galatians one verses seven through nine picks up with verse seven. Not that there is another one, 
but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel 
from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preach to you, let him be a cursed, as 
we have said before. So now I say again, if anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you 
received, let him be a cursed in a way that's saying he is ill faded that person preaching that to you is ill 
faded. They are on the wrong path. Have you ever had anyone in your life trouble? You not here, but in 
this context, it means to disturb or stir up or shake back and forth. An example for me was a bully at 
youth camp back when I was younger. 

(19:01): 

 It was the, it was actually the associate pastor's son. I know my mom will be watching, I'm not gonna 
name him, but you probably know who it is. This, I'm sorry, associate pastor son. He was mean, he was 
the meanest kid in the youth group. He tried to bully me, tried to put toothpaste in my hair when we 
slept. You know what I mean? Like what? And he tried to scare me, but in the end, it did not work. I 
mean, I always like to say, you know, I just, I, I tried to stay vigilant, even as a teenager, just try to stay 
vigilant. And I kind of won in the end. Cause we were playing baseball at the end of the week and he was 
trying to reach for third, and I'd dive and tagged him out. And it was like, I didn't have to do nothing but 
tag you out. 

(19:41): 

I won. So I got him in the end. But he, he kept seeing in me that I wasn't going away. Not that I, I'm not 
paying any picture. I was not a tough kid, but I wasn't gonna let him bother me. You know? He wasn't 
gonna stir me. He wasn't going to shake me. But I'm no oh seven. But in the context of the word 
distorting, let's look at first Corinthians chapter 15 verses one through four. Now, I would remind you 
brothers of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, meaning when you got saved and which 
you stand, meaning you are living it out. Verse two. And by which you are being saved. Meaning you are 
being molded by the rest of your life being saved. If, and I,  tell you the two letter, the two word the, or 
the one word with two letters, if it's so big in the Bible, cuz it's saying, if you hold fast to the word that I 
preach you, unless you believed in vain, meaning it wasn't real. 

(20:37): 
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 Verse three, for I delivered to you as a first importance, what I also received, that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the scriptures. And that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day 
in accordance with the scriptures. Amen And amen. So my question to you now is, is that a first 
importance to you tonight? You know, don't say yes and then live contrary to it. Take it inward. But are, 
is that a first importance to you tonight? I pray that it is, are you holding fast to God's word? I pray that 
you are, because there is nothing like it in the world. There is nothing like God's word, you know, hold it 
like you would hold a child, you know, embrace it in your arms, that nobody's gonna tear this from you 
kind of thing. That you, you love it. 

(21:31): 

You are governed by it. You're living by it. And let it show in everything that you do and everything that 
you say and oh yeah. Everything that you post, right? Ouch, man. So when Paul uses the phrase we or an 
angel from heaven, he is basically saying that anyone, the, the Galatians in this case should receive no 
messengers. If the doctrine of salvation differs even in the slightest from God's truth revealed through 
Jesus Christ. And the apostles don't accept anything different. It's a message to us today. We, we know 
it. Pastor Branson tells us thousands of churches are closing every year. Why? Because they're not 
holding fast to God's word. It sounds cruel and harsh, but a lot of times it becomes a popularity contest. 
Well, I'm not gonna preach on that because that's gonna ruffle some feathers. <Laugh> let's ruffle 
feathers. Goodness. And we have, we have to know our guest speakers. 

(22:33): 

You know, we don't just arbitrarily say, yeah, you wanna speak? Oh, yeah, yeah. We'll let you come to 
the point and then sit back there and go, oh my gosh. He's saying something contrary to what we teach, 
but it's out there. So we have to know who's coming in to be a guest, right? So how again if you're young 
in, in the word, you just gotta say it or something, or you just haven't done anything with it online, 
wherever, how will you know that the teaching differs from God's truth? Again, make sure you are 
disciplined enough to get into a supplemental study. The point has many for you to join. Many get into a 
supplemental study. There is only one gospel. There are false teachers in the world today. There are 
people in the pulpit these days teaching that you can get a second chance after you die. 

(23:23): 

Oh, <laugh>, we had a member of our church come to me. They actually wanted to come to Pastor 
Branson. He wasn't available, but he would've said, you take it professor. He's always saying that like, 
like the hard questions that come, he'll go, you take it, professor. I'm like, great. But no, they, all they 
wanna do was say, we heard somebody. We don't know who it was, but here's what they said from the 
pulpit that you can, you know, you can die and you some may get a second chance. That's a completely 
false. And as I often say, when you hear that kind of false teaching out there, when I'm in heaven and I 
know everybody's gonna stand before Jesus and judgment day, I don't wanna be next to that room. I 
don't wanna be in that. I'll, I'll wait in the back of the line. 

(24:07): 

I I will wait my turn. I got, we have got all of eternity <laugh>. So, yeah. But yeah, there are some that 
are teaching that we know that to be false. There are some that teach that there are many ways to 
heaven and that is false as well. Jesus is the way, the truth in the life. Nobody ain't, nobody gets to the 
Father except their Jesus. It's as clear as the sky when  the sky is clear. Jesus is the only way, no matter 
your opinion. But thankfully you and I are studying from the one true gospel. And that's why we get up 
here and that's why we have our classes in our studies and everybody's doing a super job of letting 
everyone know all, every visitor that joins that there is one true gospel and we are teaching from it. So, 
so let's move on. 
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(24:56): 

For us to be sold out for God and completely understand that there is nothing like God's word. We 
finally need to make sure that we need to know or we need to, number three, seek the approval of God. 
Seek the approval of God. Galatians one 10 for am I now seeking the approval of man or of God? Or am I 
trying to please or am I trying to please man, if I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant 
of Christ. It's plain and simple. If he was trying to do everything that he could to please himself, not God, 
there wouldn't have been a Damascus road incident. You know, I, I read one story, it's very similar to 
very similar, but it's not Drew Grubbs. He had told a story and I had heard another pastor say something 
similar, but I had read it about a pastor's son who was taking over his dad was a preacher and he was 
becoming a preacher. 

(25:47): 

 And week one he preached and, and he got booed. Week two he preached and he got praised. And dad 
said, don't listen to either audience because one week they booed you. The other week they praised 
you. They don't know what they're talking about. Please God not, not go for the laughs or the applause 
or anything, audience of one, right? Isn't that what we're taught? Audience of one? That's why you and I 
are here. Verse 10 calls back to when Paul was persecuting Christians. He was seeking the approval of 
man, he got signed documentation to go after Christians. Can you, you imagine that's not just, Hey, I 
disagree with what you're doing. I'm dragging you out there. I'm stoning you, I'm killing you. He actually 
went, if, if you look deep into the scriptures, he went and got permission, got it in writing. 

(26:36): 

Hey, here's, here's what I would like to do. High priests, I would like to take all these people and just 
drag them outta their house and just kick the stuffing out of and put 'em in jail. If some of 'em should 
die, they die. I mean, think about that. He got written permission to do that. He was way off and God 
still used him. So think of the worst person that, I don't want you to name names, but you can think of 
someone that really makes you mad, really ticks you off, gets you woohoo. You know, that kind of thing. 
God loves them cuz,  Paul was the worst. And he'll tell you, and he does tell you, and God used him and, 
and loved. And I also think, but you know, can God knows what's gonna happen before we know what's 
gonna happen. 

(27:17): 

Can you imagine the Damascus road was the next day and God was gonna, oh man, I can't wait until 
tomorrow. I cannot wait. Boy, Paul is gonna be so surprised and this is gonna be great. Kinda like when 
whatever you've done for the Lord, your testimony for the Lord, me, you know, oh, tomorrow's the day 
I'm, I'm getting ready to call Brian. He is going to be, he gonna pass out. You know, that, that kind of 
thing. But Paul was seeking the approval of, man, I want you to approve of what I'm doing here. Look, 
this is what I wanna do. You like that you sign off on it? I mean, no, he was that determined, but God 
changed him. God can change the worst of the worst He did. He still does. So now Paul had become a 
willing servant of Christ, which would cost him in a great deal of suffering from others. 

(28:11): 

I mean, he suffered like I said, he was early. He dragged out of a city because they didn't agree with him. 
They beat him to a pulp, left him for dead supernaturally, got up and went right back into the town. 
Arrested over and over in jail, chained in probably the most awkward po position you can imagine, and 
sang praises more than one shipwreck, swam ashore, got bit by snake, flung the thing off and kept 
serving God. I mean, right? How awesome is that? Because he knew the importance of serving God and 
doing, yes, he understood the suffering, but he kept going. And so we suffer, maybe not quite like that, 
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but we have sufferings in our life and we keep going. We serve a God that says, look, I've got this. Get 
back up. It would cost him. Yeah, but that sacrifice is the opposite of pleasing man. 

(29:07): 

That's the point. I would tell you that. So we should always seek the approval of God in everything 
decision making. Trisha and I have a couple of decisions coming up with purchases, and we go to God 
first. We want to rent a home. The the parking is becoming horrendous at the apartment. I'm like, God, 
is this not the year that we're to be somewhere else? So we're praying over it. If it's not the year, so be 
it. So be it. We'll continue to battle parking. God will lead us in the right thing. So seek the approval of 
God in everything you and I serve. An audience of one. Don't worry what others think. Amen. And if 
you're in a group, you join what you said. Okay? I did what you said, Brian. I joined a supplemental study 
and then you started talking about is there anybody that didn't know Christ personally, you know, would 
like to raise your hand? 

(30:03): 

Well, I don't and I don't want everybody to know it. That's dumb. Be bald enough to go, you know what, 
I have been a pretender for too long and I'm gonna, yes, I want Jesus as my Lord and Savior, enough is 
enough tired of pretending. I don't care what you think, I'm now coming forward. Don't let anything 
stop you. Don't worry what others think. Think. Okay, let's read Second Thessalonians chapter two 
verses 13 and 14. But we ought always to give thanks to God for you brothers, beloved by the Lord, 
because God chose you. Memories keep, keep in mind, personalized is talking to us. Chose you as the 
first fruits to be saved through sanctification by the spirit and belief in the truth to this. He called you 
through our gospel so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(30:56): 

God chose you as the first fruits. We have been called to an awesome responsibility. And I wonder if we, 
in our prayer time ever consider that calling. Many even go, well, I haven't been called to preach. I 
haven't even called to teach When you got saved, you've been called for something in your life. 
Whether it's just to be that example, as Pastor Breton Branson says, often you might be the only Jesus 
that someone meets in their life. You are the link to a life in eternity with him. Remember, everyone's 
gonna have a life an eternal life. It's either gonna be in heaven or hell. Well, I don't want anybody to go 
to hell. Neither does Jesus. So he chose us as the first fruits. It's an awesome responsibility. Each of us 
have access to the greatest gift ever given. And that is the free gift of Jesus Christ. 

(31:52): 

Jesus Christ himself gave us, gave himself to us, and he left us instructions for life in His word. There's 
nothing like the word of God. Well, what do I do with here? Well, it's in, it's in the Bible. The God's 
Promises book helps you. And I was telling someone this week that remember, that is not your Bible. 
That's a guide to maybe something going on. You look up the subject matter. There are several verses 
on it, but what I always say do is take those verses and then go read the entire story in its context. But 
always let that tool lead you to the Bible. Let don't, cuz I've had people say, oh, you know, I was praying 
all week and I had my God's Promises book. I'm like, where's your Bible? God's promise book is great. 
It's a fantastic tool. We love it, but don't let it be the supplement to the Bible. 

(32:41): 

It's a guide to more of the Bible. So I wanted to just explain that a little bit. So yes, he left us instructions 
for like, what do I do when? And we have that. And yet many of us choose to not read it ourselves. We 
wait till we're here Wednesday or Sunday or another day where we're having a, a Bible study or 
something. But we need to resolve to be a willing servant of Jesus Christ and tell your story to anybody 
you come in contact with. God will open that door. You know I was talking to somebody in the lobby this 
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week where an easy way to tell someone your story is the greatest question that all of you're asked 
almost all the time. How was your weekend? How was your weekend? Do you say, well, you know, it 
was good, went to the movies, what'd you doing on Sunday? 

(33:36): 

Nothing. No. Well, how was your weekend, man, if you had just been with me at church, I know you 
don't go to church, but I would love for you to come. Here is what happened. And I've been so moved by 
it. You just started a conversation, you know, how was your weekend? What'd you do over the 
weekend? It's an open door. So be resolved to be a willing servant of Jesus and tell your story to others. 
You know, the, the most destructive dangers to the church have never been atheism or pagan religions 
or cults or lifestyles that openly deny defy scripture, but rather supposedly Christian movements or just 
some churches in the way that they're teaching that accept unscriptural doctrines that may seem 
relatively insignificant, harmless. That's what's dangerous to Christians. 

(34:33): 

Here's an example. And just to kind of paint that picture that you might, well, you know, atheists, 
they're, they're, they're, gosh, they just really make me mad. They're doing all this. That's not the most 
dangerous thing. It's bringing in something to the church that's gonna upset the doctrine up, gonna 
upset or change the gospel. That's why we're so adamant that when you come here, you're not gonna 
get left out verses you're not gonna get well, you know, I think this is what that means. Cuz if I said that I 
g I want you guys to rush me outta here. If I ever said, this is what that verse means to me, I want you to 
drag me outta here and say, see ya. Because it's not, it's what does this verse mean, period. So all of 
that, a single drop of poison and a large container of water does what contaminates the entire thing. 

(35:25): 

You bring in one tiny little, it is no big deal. False doctrine. It's all contaminated. It's all contaminated. A 
single false idea that in any way God's grace, it poisons the whole system of belief. That is why we keep 
Jesus as the main thing. We do it here. And our prayer is that you're doing it at home as well. I mean, we 
have to be aware of any naysayer out there. And sometimes unfortunately, they, they might be sitting 
around you. You know, we have to be prepared. And this 2023 is a huge run for this church. And we 
have to be prepared to go, you know what this, I want you to watch carefully, non-believer. This is what 
faith looks like. Well, what are you gonna do? How are you gonna do that? No clue. But God is going to 
do it. And we've got faith that he's gonna do it. 

(36:17): 

It's that simple and difficult at the same time. That's also why we need to be alert. And with everything 
our church is undertaking, the point needs its protectors. I need protectors, pastor Branson, Anthony, 
everybody. Our staff needs our protectors. We have each other's back. We all have to be standing in a 
circle with our back to each other and say, nothing will get in here. Nothing will get in here. Squash out 
anything that doesn't lift up the name of Jesus. Amen. Amen. Okay. if there's anything negative, you 
squash it. You guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus as his word says. Right? There is no other 
gospel and there is nothing like the word of God. Join me in prayer. Our Father, thank you so much for 
this hour. Lord, we just, just thank you for never giving up on us no matter how off the path we might 
get or how silly our decisions might seem. 

(37:20): 

Lord, we want to follow you and fa follow you completely. We thank you for never abandoning us. Lord. 
We have trust in that. We have faith in that, which is why we can undertake something, because we 
know it's vision from you. Because if it's vision from you and we know it's vision from you, why should 
we doubt? There's no reason to doubt. We, we just run after you with our eyes focused on you. Thank 
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you for giving vision to us. There's many that haven't heated the vision. You've called them to thank you 
for never giving up of the point. Bless those that are here tonight. Bless those, those that are online and 
we just thank you, Jesus, for that free gift you gave us so that we one day when we pass here or you 
come and get us, we will spend eternity with you. 

(38:04): 

Thank you so much for that. It's in Jesus name. I ask all of these things. Amen. Amen. All right. See, that 
wasn't so bad, right? Sometimes a good change works in the right direction. Let's see what's going on 
this weekend. We've got hey movie night if you're able to be here, movie night's for everybody. It's the 
live action Jungle book from 2016. If it doesn't rain, cuz I just got told, Hey, you know, the storm slowed 
down, so now it might rain Saturday. We're still going forward in faith if it rains, got a plan. So we're 
gonna be out on the field, hopefully meeting time around five 30. But the movie will start right when it 
starts to get a little dark. 6, 6 10, something like that. We'll have hot dogs and popcorn and water. We 
ask you just come to again, this is what I mean by supplemental because it's not just a movie. I'll be 
giving a challenge at the end for anyone that comes. We've ha we've been invited our community and 
we will see what happens. So if you can't make it there, we'll see you Sunday morning at nine 30. Right. 
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